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VIETNAM HISTORY OF THE 2nd BATTALION 94th ARTILLERY



‘FLEXIBLE’



The 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery Arrived in Vietnam on 15 October 1966 and was under operational control of the Third Marine Amphibious Group.  The 2/94th provided artillery support for the Third Marine Operations from Laos to the South China Sea.



“The willingness with which our young people are likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be proportional as to how they perceive the veterans of earlier wars were Treated and Appreciated by their Nation”

                                                                       George Washington





THE EARLY BEGINNING



In a continuation of a long history of valorous and meritorious service the Second Battalion 94th Artillery was reactivated as a 175mm (SP) unit on 1 June 1966.



On or about 1 June 1966, CPT James D. Lockhart assumed command of Battery C.  LT Martin S. McKnight was assigned to Battery C as XO.  LT Gregory Smith was assigned to Battery C as Fire Direction Control Officer.



On 15 June 1966, LT Albert E. Slucher was assigned to Battery C and assumed duties as Forward Observer.  



On June 17 1966, LT Robert Blean was assigned to Battery C as a Forward Observer.



On June 23 1966, LT Albert E. Slucher reassigned and assumed duties as Executive Officer of Battery C.



On July 25 1966, 1st SGT Cleve E. Spinks assigned to Battery C.  Assumed duties of 1st SGT.



Formal ceremonies were held at Fort Sill, Oklahoma on 9 July 1966 at the Old Post Quadrangle. The activation was attended by Major General Harry H. Critz, the Fort Sill commander and later the 4th Army commander.  The battalion colors were passed to the new battalion commander, LTC Richard G. Trefey.  The activation marked the beginning of what was to be a long stint of service in which the battalion would face problems few artillery units had known in the past. Not only was there the hot Oklahoma summer months ahead, filled with the task of building and training an entire battalion on a relative new weapon system, looming more ominously was the prospects of combat duty in a tropical climate of the expanding Vietnam conflict.  All the training and organizing of the summer months ahead would be in preparation for fielding a combat ready unit ready on the beaches of Vietnam nearly 10,000 miles away.



LTC Trefey took command of a skeleton battalion previously commanded by LTC Eugene L. Adouo during the planning stages.  The problems of organizing and training a unit of over 600 men were many.  



On 9 August 1966, after an eight-week intensified Combat Training Program, the battalion satisfactorily passed the Army Training Test.



The battalion began preparation for the overseas assignment movement immediately upon completion of the test.  The most serious problem at the outset was the severe shortage of equipment.  The TO & E was being delivered piece meal fashion and half their training period passed with only one gun per battery.  Most of the equipment arrived prior to completion of the ATT. However some items arrived barley in time to be shipped to the port for loading.  A short seven weeks after the completion of the ATT the entire battalion had been crated, loaded and transported from Oklahoma to Oakland, California.  There they loaded on ships and departed the United Sates for the Republic of Vietnam at 1500 hours on 24 September 1966, less then four months after activation.



On 30 September 1966 the Advance Party from C Battery arrived in Vietnam.



The vehicles and equipment less that which was to accompany the unit was shipped by 2 September 1966 from Fort Sill to the Beaumont Texas port of embarkation where it was loaded aboard the Drake Victory.  On 14 September 1966 equipment that was to accompany the unit was shipped to Oakland Army Terminal where it was to be loaded aboard the Eltinge.  Due to some cargo restrictions some of the equipment was loaded aboard the Purdue Victory.  One officer was detailed to accompany that equipment aboard the Purdue Victory.



The ocean voyage must have seemed a well-deserved vacation to the men who had worked hard and fast to launch their new fighting force.  The pace of work and necessity for cooperation throughout the battalion created a pride and unity few organizations have duplicated.  Pride in their swift and sizable accomplishment of a few short months and thought of the larger tasks for which they were headed accompanied them across the Pacific.



The 2/94th was accompanied by the 1st Battalion 40th Artillery, a 105mm SP outfit, and another battalion. All on the same ship to land in and unload in the Saigon area.  2/94th was the last to be scheduled off the ship so it’s equipment was loaded first.  On the ship they had to learn the new fire mission procedure as everything changed from "on the way, over" to "shot, over" along with some other refinements.



The voyage did have its problems, as the plan was to have the laundry done at Okinawa and resulted in an extensive loss of individual clothing.



Finally, after twenty-one days of crossing the Pacific and South China Sea, the USNS Eltinge and the USNS Purdue Victory arrived at Da Nang Harbor, Vietnam 15 October 1966.  The process of off loading took five days.



After departing Okinawa the Eltinge was diverted from its original destination (Qui Nhon) to Da Nang to unload the unit along with the 1/40th.  Equipment was in the bottom of the ship as other units were scheduled to debark first.  The ship almost had to be completely unloaded to get to the units equipment. 



The rest of the equipment shipped by the Drake Victory had arrived on 11 October 1966 and was being guarded and processed by a 25-man advance party team.



This equipment was now 17 road miles from the off loading personnel.  The Eltinge equipment was then brought to a third location.  Some of the equipment ended up still with the Purdue Victory and ended up at Vung Tau.  This equipment would not catch up to the battalion until mid November of 1966.



The guns and all heavy equipment were loaded on to LCU’s and departed Da Nang on 18 October 1966.  Arrived Dong Ha on 19 October 1966.



The Battalion (minus A Battery) was assigned to Camp Carroll to provide support for the 3rd Marine Division.  



After about a week on the beach the balance of Headquarters, B, C, and Service Batteries, less 20 vehicles and 40 men, road marched from Da Nang Red Beach staging area North of the city to Phu Bai to Hue to Dong Ha arriving at Dong Ha on 20 October 1966 at 1500 hours.



Service Battery took up positions at Dong Ha.  The remainder of the equipment and column road marched to JJ Carroll arriving at 1810 hours.  The final movement of the 20 vehicles and accompanying 40 personnel arrived at Carroll on 25 October 1966.  With this arrival B Battery 6th Battalion 27th Artillery was attached forming a full 12 gun Battalion at Carroll. B/6/27 was assigned as D Battery 2/94th.



The Battalion set up tents on 20 October 1966 amid torrential rains.  The position they occupied was little more than a plateau when they arrived, and there was the huge task of digging in and building up.



NOTE:  The 6th Battalion of the 27th Artillery was originally an 8-inch self-propelled M110 howitzer battalion but was converted to the dual 8-inch self-propelled howitzer and 175mm self-propelled M107 gun configuration. It arrived in Bien Hoa and became part of the 23d Artillery Group at Phuoc Vinh in November 1965, and was posted to Saigon in June 1966. The battalion went back to Phuoc Vinh and on to Quan Loi in January 1968. While at Quan Loi it became part of the II Field Force Vietnam Artillery on 21 October 1969. In March 1970 the battalion was posted to Phu Loi and there in April 1971 was reattached to the 23d Artillery Group. It primarily reinforced the 1st Infantry Division while in Vietnam.



Battery A was moved by LST arriving at Chu Lai on 21 September 1966.  The battery occupied a temporary position at BS535075.  On 26 October 1966 A Battery moved to a position at BS631851 where they were in general support of the 1st Marine Division.



Actual Account from one of the first 2nd Lieutenants assigned to the 2/94th, A Battery:  The ship docked outside Saigon, or somewhere South and we found out the 2/94th was going north to I Corps to be OPCON to the Marines.  It took forever to get everyone else off-loaded so the 1/40th and we could go north on LST’s and unload in Chu Lai.  We then discovered we were to keep A Battery in Chu Lai OPCON to the 11th Marines while the rest of the Battalion went to Dong Ha where there was another 175 battery (B Battery 6/27th) waiting for them to be OPCON to the 12th Marines as D Battery 2/94th.  At that time 2/94th had four firing batteries.  Bastard A Battery in Chu Lai while B, C and D batteries were in the Dong Ha area. 



We then started to join the "infusion" program with each battery shipping out and getting back in from other in-country units about half of our people so everyone did not rotate back home at the same time.  



A Battery stayed with the 11th Marines and was located in a compound with the Korean Marines south of Chu Lai.  We never understood "firebases" as the Marines never called them that. I rotated a month with A Battery and a month with the 11th Marine Regiment as an Air Observer in the daytime and Regimental FDO at night. I was "Black coat 13" as an air observer.  I ran as FO on a couple of "Rough Rider" convoys up or down the coast from Dong Ha to Quang Ngai.  There were days when we had to lay on the floor of a H34 helicopter with a PRC 25 to call in air missions.



The Marines had A, B and C batteries made up of 105's, then one battery of 4.2 mortars mounted on old pack 75 frames (called Howtars). I think H Battery and M Battery were a battery of 155 towed.  Then they had a battery of 155 "long toms" from WWII assigned to each Arty Regiment.  Don't recall the range, but they were long shooters until the 2/94th got there.  Based on the distinction made between a howitzer and a gun, technically those long-toms and our 175’s were rifles.



Then later when the Army came in with the Americal Division we oriented their air observers before we went up to the 12th Marines.  That was when there were more choppers available than we ever saw before. With the Marines we were usually with the C model Birddog fixed wing.



We had a tube blow up at our initial site when A Battery was assigned South of Chu Lai. When we were down south and the Americal division was formed, we immediately had to change two tubes into 8 inch and send some folks to Korea to get nuclear training which we all thought was dumb, but then they didn't ask us!  The Marines had their 155 rifles, which was why they always called our guns "rifles" which always raised Army eyebrows.  We did need the range which many times were the only thing that could reach to support Special Forces camps, or Khe Sanh later on.



I stayed with A Battery and, I think, in Sep/Oct 67 moved up to Dong Ha with the 12th Marines and convoyed to Camp Carroll and our A battery occupied the extreme Western part of the hill.  I later took a platoon of guns to the Rockpile to better support Lang Vei and Khe Sanh. (End of account.)



Camp Carroll was to be the permanent base camp for the battalion until the end of 1968.  This position was strategically located five miles south of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).  From their positions at Camp Carroll the 175mm guns of the Battalion could cover the I Corps area of Vietnam from Laos to the South China Sea, the entire width and length of the DMZ and well into North Vietnam itself.



The 175’s of the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery at Camp Carroll would become the lynchpin for the defense of the entire DMZ area in South Vietnam for the next three years.  



The guns on Carroll can support Khe Sanh and fire into and across the DMZ from the Gulf of Tonkin to the east and to coordinates (XD755651) on the west.



Battery A from its location can support the vicinity of Chu Lai as well as the Special Forces Camps at Tra Bong (BS344880) and Ha Tanh (BS394702). To support SFC Minh Long (BS540518) the battery must displace to (BS636785). 



The Marines formally called Camp J.J. Carroll Artillery Plateau. The Firebase was located at (YD063547) about 18 miles west of the 9th Marine Combat Base at Dong Ha along Highway 9 between the refugee village of Cam Lo and the 3rd Battalion 9th Marine Firebase at the Rockpile.  It was officially named Camp Carroll on November 10th 1966, which coincides with the birthday of the Marine Corps.  Camp Carroll was built after Operation Prairie by the 3rd Battalion 4th Marine Regiment early in October of 1966.  Named Camp Carroll in honor of Marine Captain J.J. Carroll who was killed on hill 400 during Operation Prairie. Captain Carroll was Company Commander of M Company, 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines  



The 2/94th would operate in the Northern I Corps area for the next 6 years in what was called “Leatherneck Square”.  Hills, valleys, and mountains most from 4,000 to 7,000 feet peaks characterized the terrain.  Some of the mountains were up to 8,000 feet high.



Temperatures and conditions would be from extremely hot and dusty to rainy, wet and cool conditions.  At Christmas in 1967 the Carroll temperature would drop to 38 degrees with 15 to 20 mph winds and rain.  In addition the plateaus and peaks were often enveloped in a heavy fog, which would preclude some air operations.



Highway 9 or QL9 was the only all weather road for supplies and ammo from the 9th Marine Combat Base at Dong Ha to Camp Carroll and areas West of Carroll.



(Note from a Marine FO with 3/4) “We went back to Carroll in 1994, and it's now a pepper tree farm with a NVA statue right about where the tower use to be.”) 



The move from Da Nang to Dong Ha to Camp Carroll went smoothly, with out any enemy contact.  The move was conducted completely during daylight, since the enemy usually employed night tactics.  The men of the 2/94th found that there was a lot more to being artillerymen than loading projectiles, powder, and pulling a lanyard.



The battalion set up tents on 20 October 1966 amid torrential rains.  The position they occupied was little more than a plateau when they arrived, and there was the huge task of digging in and building up.



On October 20 1966, C Battery arrived Camp JJ Carroll and took up defensive positions.



The monsoon season had begun in this sector when the battalion arrived so the battalion set up base camp in ankle deep mud.  They had to build latrines, showers, and started building the wooden frames to pull the tents over to call home.  Along with the torrential rain and wind the temperature had dropped into the low 50’s.



On October 21 1966, C Battery occupied firing positions.



Tents were the only shelter for the first three months, and the monsoon season was just beginning.  By December of 1966 the first “hardback billets were erected for Headquarters battery.  Most of the battalion still occupied tents, but were beginning to get tent frames and wooded floors.  The first priority of course was gun positions.  The soil at JJ Carroll was clay, and the heavy rains combined to cause many guns to get stuck in the mud.  Gun pads were eventually constructed, which alleviated the problem.



The Seabee’s came in to build platforms for the artillery pieces as they were buried in the mud.



It is thought that the 3rd Battalion 4th Marines had the duty at this time and there were Marine 105 Howitzer batteries there from the 12th or 13th Marines along with Marine tanks from B Company 3rd Tank Battalion.  Shortly after this time a company sized unit of the 2nd Battalion 9th Marines moved in as perimeter and area Marines.  It is thought that this Marine unit(s) were there until the end of 1968, early 1969 when Camp Carroll was closed and the 3rd Marines were rotated home and the 2/94th moved to other locations in I Corps.   



On 23 October 1966, the battalion became completely operational with C Battery firing the first round.



To add to the problems, A Battery was in the Chu Lai area, approximately 225 miles to the South, in support of the 11th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division.  The increased load on the logistical and supply sections was enormous.





THE START



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Counteroffensive, Phase II.

(07-01-66 to 05-31-67)



Partial description of Counteroffensive, Phase II



North Vietnam continued to build its own forces inside South Vietnam. At first this was done by continued infiltration by sea and along the Ho Chi Minh trail and then, in early 1966, through the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). U.S. air elements received permission to conduct reconnaissance bombing raids, and tactical air strikes into North Vietnam just north of the DMZ, but ground forces were denied authority to conduct reconnaissance patrols in the northern portion of the DMZ and inside North Vietnam. Confined to South Vietnamese territory U.S. ground forces fought a war of attrition against the enemy, relying for a time on body counts as one standard indicator for measuring successful progress for winning the war.



During 1966 there were eighteen major operations, the most successful of these being Operation WHITE WING (MASHER). During this operation, the 1st Cavalry Division, Korean units, and ARVN forces cleared the northern half of Binh Dinh Province on the central coast. In the process they decimated a division, later designated the North Vietnamese 3d Division. 



The U.S. 3d Marine Division was moved into the area of the two northern provinces and in concert with South Vietnamese Army and other Marine Corps units, conducted Operation HASTINGS against enemy infiltrators across the DMZ.



By 31 December 1966, U.S. military personnel in South Vietnam numbered 385,300. Enemy forces also increased substantially, so that for the same period, total enemy strength was in excess of 282,000 in addition to an estimated 80,000 political cadres. By 30 June 1967, total U.S. forces in SVN had risen to 448,800, but enemy strength had increased as well. (End of description.)



Report from the Associated Press 26 November 1966:  The war in South Vietnam has come to a standstill because of the build up there.  One of the newest arrivals in country is the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery.  It has been credited with bringing the war almost to a standstill in the areas in which its batteries are operating.  (End of Report.)



The following units were assigned to IFFV by USARV, General Order 6524, 27th of Nov 1966, and were further attached to the 3rd Marine Amphibious Force for OPCON, administrative and logistical support, less Army peculiar administrative and logistical support.  

	1.  1st Bn 105 SP 40th Arty

	2.  2nd Bn 175mm SP 94th Arty with B Battery 6th Bn 8” SP 27th Arty attached

	3.  1st Bn AA SP 1st of the 44th Arty with Battery G (Machine Gun) 65th Arty attached

  

While the war in Vietnam may have slowed down for a time, the enemy would show that he was far from beaten.  The US Forces and the 2/94th would not find peace that easily.



Article from USARV-IO: Camp J.J. Carroll- U.S. Marines are fighting three North Vietnamese Army (NVA) divisions in Quang Tri Province with the aid of the Army’s 175mm guns.



This camp, just six miles from the demilitarized zone (DMZ), is the base for the big guns of the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery.  Since the battalion fired the first rounds on Oct. 23, 1966, over 70,000 projectiles have been fired.



The artillery unit is the only Army unit of its type supporting the Marines.  All fire missions in the area go through the 3rd Marine Division.



The battalion has supported ten Marine operations. Including Operations Hastings and Prairie and the recent fighting in the DMZ.



The 175’s move around the province so that their 22 mile range can support the Marines, Special Forces, or the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) as they are needed.



Batteries have gone to Con Thien and Gio Linh to fire deeper into North Vietnam.



The big guns have fired across the DMZ since February 22.  Forward observers in Bird Dog spotter planes flown by Army, Marine, or Air Force pilots give the targets.



Targets have been SAM missile sites, anti-aircraft emplacements, staging and assembly areas of troops, and convoys.  (End of article.)



Information Office, US Army Vietnam -   “U.S. Army units In Vietnam back the Marines with Action - The artillery men of these units along the DMZ don’t talk much about how they live in mud-filled bunkers and brave the incoming rocket and artillery rounds. They are too busy keeping the enemy busy ducking the shells and small arms fire they throw at him day after day”. (End of article.)



The US Forces opposing the North Vietnamese Army was a composite unit.  The US Marines were the first to be committed.  As the enemy force threat developed, the US Army deployed some of its Artillery units to reinforce the Marines and counter the growing threat.  These Army Artillery units came under the operational control of the Commanding General of the III Marine Amphibious Force.  The 2/94th, 1/40th and 1/44th with G Battery 65th Arty attached were part of that commitment to the Marines in October 1966.



The enemy had grown from 23 main force battalions to 51 Battalions in I Corps.  The US Forces were only seven (7) Marine Battalions along with the three (3) additional Army Artillery Battalions supplied to the Marines.



On 13 November 1966, Gen Walt, Commander of the Third Marine Amphibious Forces, visited C Battery.



On 16 November 1966, C Battery received eleven enlisted replacements.



On 18 November 1966, LT Robert Blean was reassigned to HQ Battery 2nd Bn 94th Arty.  LT Barry C. DeVita was assigned to C Battery and assumed duties of FO.



On 24 November 1966, C Battery and a guest, Col Hammerbeck, Commanding Officer of Camp JJ Carroll, celebrated Thanksgiving.



On November 28 1966, C Battery has remained at Camp Carroll to this date with a total 2,417 expended rounds. 

 

On 2 December 1966, C Battery fired the battalion’s 10,000th round in Vietnam.



On 3 December 1966, LT Martin S. McKnight was assigned to Service Battery 2nd Bn 94th Arty.  LT Terry G. Lee was assigned to C Battery and assumed duties of Forward Observer.



On 8 and 12 December 1966, A Battery displaced from BS636785 to support search and destroy operations being carried out by the 1st Marines.  The battery was accompanied by a reinforced platoon of Marines.  A Marine Engineer squad swept all bridges for mines.



On 31 December 1966, Status of personnel of C Battery:  Battery Commander; CPT Lockhart, XO; LT Slucher, FDC; LT Smith, FO’s; LT DeVita & LT Lee, 1st SGT; 1st SGT Spinks.



The entire Battalion celebrated Christmas and New Years in Vietnam with a 48 and 72 hour cease fires, respectively.  Toward the end of January 1967 the battalion began a series of platoon and battery displacements, which increased the firing load and consequently increased the burden of ammo resupply.  

 

On 20 January 1967, LT Albert E. Slucher Jr. was reassigned to HQ Battery 2nd Bn 94th Arty.  LT Andrew Tenis was assigned to C Battery and assumed duties as XO.  1st SGT Cleve E. Spinks was reassigned to A Battery 2nd Bn 94th Arty.  1st SGT Edward E. Bryan was assigned to C Battery and assumed duties as 1st SGT.



B Battery was the first to be called upon to move shown below on 26 January 1967.



On 26 January 1967, at 2350 hours B Battery displaced a platoon of guns to a position just Southwest of the Rockpile, to support an operation near the Laotian border.  The movement occurred at night, the most dangerous time for movement in Vietnam and was the first such night movement of 175mm guns to date.  Protection for the displacement consisted of 2 Dusters and a security force of 40 Marines.  The mission was to support a large Marine extraction.



Account from a Marine helo pilot:  I remember you guys!!!!!!!  I was a UMSC helo pilot from spring '66 to spring '67.  You guys had the 175's there at Camp Carroll.  But, I never took any photos because we never stopped there.  We were always going from Dong Ha to somewhere west.  



I remember the night of Jan. 26, 1967.  Our squadron had two H-46s down in Laos, just across the border west of Khe Sanh.  There were 31 Marines trapped and surrounded on Phou Loutoukou Ridge.  You guys moved two 175s to the base of the Rockpile so that you could reach the ridge in Laos.  Once you got to the Rockpile, you fired in support of the men on the ridge all night long.  THANKS-A-MILLION! (End of account.)



During this time period FO’s were not assigned to a battery but rather by operation or patrol.  One FO party is usually kept atop the Rockpile (XD9856).  Located with the Marine force this location provides excellent observation of the three major valleys south of the DMZ.



An account from a C Battery RTO: during my tenure with the outfit we spent several week long stints on top of the Rockpile and much time was spent also on the road to Khe Sanh with the Marine engineers who were rebuilding bridges, etc. (End of account.)



Since the monsoon season was in full swing the air observations were at a minimum. 



With the battalion being deployed in the 3rd Marine Division area there was no Army logistics support.  Forward support elements of the 1st Logistical Command were being set up at Dong Ha and Chu Lai.



Transportation of supplies and equipment to both the Dong Ha and Chu Lai areas has been a problem.  They must be shipped by air, or LCU from Dong Ha and from Da Nang LST’s.  Road networks from Da Nang to Dong Ha and Chu Lai are in contested areas.



A MEDCAP program was started as the Marines assigned 7 villages to the unit.  However, only 2 of those are in a secure area. (Wonder how that happened?)

  

Notes and discussion as of 31 January 1967, 1st Operational Report



There has been one non-battle death.  (Name is unknown at this time.)



25 Men were admitted to in-country hospital.



3 Men were evacuated out of country.



2 Men contracted Malaria.



28 Article 15’s were issued and 2 Special Courts.



Initially there was a shortage of tents and 16 personnel were assigned to an 8-man tent.



Mail was a problem as the last CONUS duty station was APO 96291 it was then changed to APO 96289.  The Air Force at Dong Ha handled the Army mail for some time at APO 96362 until the Army finally got their own Post Office, which was APO 96269.  (Number I will never forget.)  So it was no wonder there were delays in getting the mail.



25% of the 175mm powder was deemed unsafe.  Powder was dry but lacked odor of powder.  In addition dented canisters were a problem, as the powder could not be extracted.   



The battalion has exercised operational control of Mike Battery 4th Battalion 12th Marines (155mm SP) since 16 December 1966. (Bet they loved the hell out of that.)



Targeting – The battalion has tried several different methods of targeting the enemy.  The following works the best for rapid response.  Using available intelligence, studying the trends of the enemy movements, his fondness for attacking lightly defended areas; some guns are aimed at most likely candidates. Other guns are aimed at suspected NVA harboring points; other guns are aimed at infiltration routes.  Guns are laid after dusk to deny the enemy fire direction.



Enemy body recovery – The NVA will try and recover their dead.  Therefore this unit waits 15-25 minutes after a mission and then fires randomly into the same area with a few rounds.



Fuzes – Because of the variety of vegetation in the Northern area the selection of fuze is an important part of mission planning.  See below.



Dense heavily canopied jungle:  100% delay will penetrate to ground level causing tree blow-up and wood fragmentation.



Lightly forested regions:  Mixed fuse quick and delay.  This causes immense damage, with tree blow-up, cratering, and depending on the angle of fall, air bursts.



Elephant grass and brushwood:  Fuze quick (VT on troops in the open) produces excellent effect.



Cold weather equipment especially field jackets and mountain sleeping bags are required for this sector of Vietnam.  As the temperature can drop to and stay in the 40 to 50 degree range.  

(The word never got back at least in mid 67 they were still having you turn in field jackets/gloves at Oakland.)



The unit did not bring any tent stoves with them, as it was deemed not necessary. (Although by the time I got there they had tent stoves just no pipe so we still could not use them!)



Meteorological section continues to provide excellent data.  From 3 to 6 met messages a day are normal.



Tubes in the electronics were a problem with the humidity and shock from the 175 batteries firing.  Keeping the equipment up 24 and 7 rather than turning them off and on eliminated this problem. (Good idea)  In addition the equipment was mounted a homemade type shock platform.  Also some tube sections were converted to solid-state using SCR switching modules.    



End of notes & discussion



On 2 February 1967, D Battery displaced a platoon to the vicinity of Dong Ha to (YD228583) to support Marine operations east of Quang Tri.  D Battery platoon returned to Carroll on 17 February.

  

On 6 February to 20 Feb 1966, gun pads were constructed in C Battery.



On 7 February 1967, C Battery displaced a platoon to the base of the Rockpile (XD983543).  Movement was to support a Marine Recon patrol near the Laotian border.  C Battery platoon returned to Carroll on 9 February.



On 9 February 1967, Battery M 4th Battalion 12th Marines displaced from Carroll to the base of the Rockpile.  Movement was to support 3rd Marine operations. M Battery returned to Carroll on 21 February.



On 9 February 1967, C Battery platoon returned to Carroll from the Rockpile. 

  

From 8 - 12 February 1967, the US Forces declared cease-fire in honor of the Lunar New Year (TET). 



The cease-fire was broken on the third night, 10 or 11 February, when B Battery fired in support of a surrounded Marine platoon.



On 17 February 1967, D Battery platoon returned to Carroll from Dong Ha.



On 17 February 1967, B Battery displaced one platoon to the vicinity of Dong Ha (XD228583).  Movement was to support the Third Marine operations.



On 18 February 1967, C Battery displaced one platoon to a firing position at the base of the Rockpile.



On 21 February 1967, C Battery platoon returned to Carroll.



On 21 February 1967, M Battery 4/12 returned to Carroll from the Rockpile.



On 23 February 1967, C Battery displaced one platoon to the vicinity of the Rockpile (XD13458).  Movement was to support a CIDG patrol sweeping to the south from Ca Lu (XD013458).  A reconnaissance for further movement to Ca Lu was evaluated.  However the patrol was extracted before movement was necessary.  



On 24 February 1967, C Battery platoon returned from the Rockpile. 

 

On 25 February 1967 General Westmoreland ‘finally gave permission’ for the Marine and Army Artillery units to fire at military targets across the DMZ into the enemies homeland.



The 1st Battalion 40th Artillery was thought to be first to fire across the line into the enemy’s homeland.



The NVA responded to this new authority given to the DMZ Artillery units with heavy artillery barrages of their own against Carroll, Gio Linh, and Con Thien.



Account of a 2/94th Artilleryman that was part of the B Battery contingent at Gio Linh:  We were proud of what we were doing during Operation High Rise.  We battled the NVA 304th NVA Division and took the fight to him.  We hit long NVA convoys coming down Highway 1. This red hair war correspondent comes in on a Huey late one afternoon and stays overnight in the Captains tent. I was also occupying the Captains tent.  The red hair guy was easy to speak to and would listen most intensely.  I had been instructed to look after this person by the Captain.  I will never forget this genuine person who was friendly, spoke openly, and asked a lot of questions.  This correspondent was Ted Kopple who eventually became a network news anchorman.



On 26 February 1967, C Battery displaced one platoon to the Rockpile (XD983543) to support a Marine Recon Patrol Striker.  Platoon returned on 1 March. 



On 26 February 1967, at 0900 hours B Battery (minus) displaced to Dong Ha.  Joined the other B Battery platoon at Dong Ha.



On 26 February 1967, at 1130 hours B Battery displaced from Dong Ha to Gio Linh (YD213741).



On 26 Feb 1967, B Battery was the first to move in response to this new enemy activity.  Displaced to Gio Linh YD 218-732 just two miles South of the DMZ along Route 1, as part of Operation High Rise.  Their mission was to fire pre-planned, unobserved targets in North Vietnam and the DMZ.   The battery was accompanied by Battery C 1/12th Marines a towed 105 battery, and I company, 3rd Battalion 4th Marines, Infantry.  They arrived from Dong Ha at Gio Linh on 26 February 1967 and were hit with hostile mortar attack the first night, numbering 300 to 400 rounds.  



The nights of 28 February and 1 & 2 March 1967 saw over 750 rounds in seven attacks.  Intermittent mortar rounds hit for the next two weeks, with the next large scale attack occurring on 20 March 1967 when the enemy hit with increased firepower of captured 105mm and 152mm artillery and 122mm rockets.  An estimated 927 rounds fell that night and the battery sustained causalities.  The Number 3 Gun Chief, SSG Neal received shrapnel wounds to the head.  The entire battery performed courageously under heavy enemy fire by returning much of the incoming with outgoing, and by exposing themselves to possible injury extinguishing fires on their guns.



While at Gio Linh, the B Battery forward observers, LT Smith and LT Beard participated in seven Recon patrols.  While on patrol near the village of Tan Lich, LT Smith’s patrol made contact with an estimated company size enemy unit of the NVA.  During a ten-hour period Lt. Smith called in over 2500 rounds of 105mm artillery fire. (Must have been calling in fire from C/1/12, Tom Walkers outfit)

 

On 27 February 1967, C Battery fired its first round into North Vietnam.



On 27 February 1967, M Battery 4/12 displaced two platoons to the Rockpile (XD983543 to support 3rd Marine operations at (XD888475) and (XD855472).  Due to the weather the operations were cancelled.  One platoon returned to Carroll while the other platoon stayed at the Rockpile to support the 11th Engineer Battalion constructing bridges on QL9. 2nd Platoon would return on 3 March to Carroll.



On 1 March 1967, C Battery platoon returned from the Rockpile.



On 3 March 1967, M Battery platoon 4/12 returned to Carroll.



On 4 March 1967, M Battery 4/12 displaced from Carroll to support Marine operations. (Does not say where) Entire Battery returned on 5 March.



On 5 March 1967, M Battery returned to Carroll.



Sometime in March M battery 4/12 displaced two platoons from Carroll to the Rockpile (XD983543).  Movement was to support 3rd Marine Regiment operations and the 11th Engineer Battalion improving Route 9 between Ca Lu and Khe Sanh.  One section returned to Carroll while three sections remained in support of the operations.



By 6 March 1967, C Battery fired it’s 10,000th round and by 31 March 1967 they had fired 14,115 rounds.  C Battery had used up twelve tubes in the process.



On 6 and 7 March 1967 heavy rocket attacks on Camp Carroll.



Account of a 2/94th Member that was part of the Camp Carroll Headquarters Battery contingent: I joined the unit at Carroll on the last day of February 1967.  On the night of, I believe 7 March; we took around 1000 rounds of 102mm rockets. These were called "Katysha" or "Stalin's Organs".  In WWII they were fired in banks but the NVA used single tubes to fire the 102mm rockets.  A total of six men were killed on Carroll and I believe at least one was from the 2/94th.  (May have been the first KIA suffered by the 2/94th.) (Units or branch of service of the other men killed on Carroll are not known at this time.)



The 2/94th soldier killed on March 7, 1967 mentioned above was SP5 Ralph Lloyd Stillwagoner from Paden City, West Virginia.  He was on duty in the Headquarters CQ when it was struck by enemy artillery killing SP5 Stillwagoner.  It is thought he was the first casualty from the 2/94th battalion.



Status of Personnel of Battery C:  Battery Commander is Capt Lockhart, XO is LT Tenis, Fire Directional Control is LT Smith, Forward Observers LT DeVita and LT Lee, and 1st SGT is 1st SGT Edward E. Bryan.  Artillery C Battery strength: Officers is 5, Enlisted Personnel is 112.



C Battery has proved its flexibility by the manner in which they were able to displace on the occasions on which platoons were sent to the Rockpile and again in the manner in which they reacted during the attack on 6th and 7th of March.  Signed by CPT Lockhart.



During late February - April of 1967 the 2/94th guns on Carroll fired support for the provisional Artillery units at Gio Linh YD 218-732 and Con Thien YD 113-703.  Like Gio Linh the Marine base at Con Thien was under heavy artillery barrages from the NVA.



During these artillery duels it is estimated that 7,500 rounds were fired from J.J. Carroll by the 2/94th.



On Date Unknown at this time, (early 1967) C Battery fired a lengthy night mission resulting in 485 confirmed KIA’s.



Both Con Thien and Gio Linh were thought to be manned by contingents of the 4th and 9th Marines and A Company 3rd Tank Battalion.  Elements of the 12th and/or 13th Marine Artillery were also present.  And of course the Army units on the DMZ that became synonymous with perimeter defense the outstanding men of the 1st Battalion 44th Artillery’s 40mm Dusters and G Battery, 65th Artillery, Quad 50 caliber Machine Guns.



On or about 20 March 1967,the increased ammunition output required the battalion ammunition section to work from dawn to dark delivering ammunition to all the batteries, with priority going to B Battery at Gio Linh.  During the attack on B Battery on 20 March 1967, much of their powder was destroyed.  The 12th Marine Regiment directed a resupply convoy to be organized at 2400 hours.  Service Battery contributed six 5-ton trucks with trailers, one ¾ ton truck, and the battery commander’s jeep. Five hundred meters from Gio Linh the convoy was ambushed with a resulting loss of four 5 tons and trailers and the ¾ ton truck.  As a result of the professional competence and the valor of the personnel of the 2/94th Service Battery no lives were lost.  Capt. R. Powell, SSG W. Fernandez and SGT R. Zovistowski were awarded the bronze star with V device. SGT’s Seale and Poolo, along with PVT D.R. Woods were awarded the Army Commendation Medal with V device.  SGT Seale was also awarded the Purple Heart along with SP4’s Kramb and Kerns.



The Mission of Service Battery Ammo Section was as follows:



To provide an adequate amount of ammunition to our firing batteries.

Neither weather, terrain, nor Charlie will stop our delivery.

‘They Call, We Haul’ the 147 lb Cong Buster,

Which enables Charlie to give his life.

For our service is guaranteed.

We accept all challenges!

For we are the best!



On 24 March 1967, B Battery returned to Carroll from Gio Linh.



On 24 Mach 1967, D Battery displaced to Gio Linh to relieve B Battery.



On 24 March 1967, B Battery was replaced at Gio Linh by B Battery 6th Battalion 27th Artillery (attached as 2/94th D Battery) and returned to base camp at JJ Carroll.  The entire battalion had been involved in Operation High Rise, the first Operation involving heavy artillery firing at targets in North Vietnam.  The firing into North Vietnam proceeded with an intense rate in an effort to stifle the enemy supply channels from the North. B Battery 6th Battalion 27th Artillery (attached as 2/94th D Battery) continued to come under enemy rocket, mortar, and artillery attacks at Gio Linh.



The Provisional Artillery Group at Gio Linh now was comprised of: Headquarters element of the 12th Marines, C Battery 1/12 105’s, D Battery 2/94th, one section of 1/44 Dusters along with a compliment reinforced by two squads of G Battery 65th artillery quads, and one Marine Infantry company thought to be I Company 3rd Battalion 4th Marines.   



On 9 April 1967, 1st LT Barry DeVita was evacuated and reassigned to MEDUSAHMYIS APO US Forces 96331 as a result of wounds received from hostile fire.



On 10 April 1967, CPT James D. Lockhart was reassigned to HQ 2nd Bn 94th Arty.  CPT Chancey K. McCord was assigned to C Battery and assumed command.



On April 14 1967, C Battery displaced from Carroll to a firing position at Dong Ha.  Movement was to support operations around Quang Tri and Hai Lang.



On 27 April 1967, D Battery, (B Battery 6th Battalion 27th Artillery) underwent the heaviest single attack at Gio Linh, withstanding over 1,000 rounds of incoming.  During the attacks the gun section returned the fire and destroyed two enemy artillery pieces and caused numerous secondary explosions.  The attacks continued nightly, and on 30 April 1967, PFC Leonard Martin Jr. from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania was killed in action while manning his gun.



While the battalion furnished one battery (rotated) at Gio Linh from 26 February 1967 the battalion suffered one KIA and 9 WIA’s. The batteries went through 22 separate attacks.



On April 28 1967, C Battery underwent a rocket attack in Dong Ha.



On 29 April 1967, Battery M, 4th Battalion 12th Marines released from OPCON from the Battalion.



On 9 May 1967, C Battery underwent a rocket attack in Dong Ha.



Meanwhile, B Battery back at JJ Carroll continued in Operation Prairie IV in support of the Marines, in action near the DMZ, Laotian Border, and for RECON elements in the field.  From 16 May to 28 May 1967, B Battery fired in support of operation Hickory.  In one instance during the operation, 9th Marines had been fighting for 3 days to take Hill 117.  B Battery massed fires with another battery, each firing 124 rounds enabling the Marine infantry to walk up the hill without firing a round.  



During the period, B Battery fired 8,942 rounds.  8,576 of which were fired into North Vietnam.  They wore out 19 gun tubes in the process. 



On 18 May 1967, C Battery underwent rocket and artillery attack in Dong Ha.



On 28 May 1967, C Battery displaced to a firing position at Gio Linh.



On 28 May 1967, C Battery 2/94th replaced D Battery (B Battery 6/27th) at Gio Linh. During the sixteen days they occupied the position they received 38 attacks.



Notes and discussion as of 30 April 1967, 2nd Operational Report



Battalion is having a problem with equipping newly arrived personnel, either from in-country or pipeline sources, with equipment. (So that is how I ended up there, from a pipeline source? I thought I was shanghaied.)  Especially with helmets, liners, and flak jackets.  Some equipment was borrowed from the Marines.



The frequent and number of violent attacks on this battalion has created a shortage of fire extinguishers.  In addition some are not suited for nor large enough some fires.  Several of the small extinguishers used at the same time work well in gun fires.



From February 1967 to April 1967 B, C, and D battery expended 38,448 rounds.



A Battery in the South expended 6,042 rounds.



In the process the battalion expended 57 gun tubes.



Because of the high output of rounds during Operation Highrise an airlift of ammunition was required.  At no time was the battalion completely out of rounds.



Battalion is under OPCON of the 12th Marine Regiment.



6 men were admitted to in-country hospitals



10 men were evacuated out of country.



Since the first reporting period powder canisters have been arriving with two boxes constructed around them to prevent denting.  (Also made for great stacking around a conex bunker.)



It is has been noted that powder storage should not be covered.  The powder losses at Carroll and at Gio Linh both were hit and by not being covered minor lateral damage resulted.  The bunker walls should be as thick as possible.  Personnel in covered bunkers should not be affected by either explosion or debris.  This should be pointed out to the troops.



Warning – a rocket with delayed fuze will penetrate any field shelter.  However, there is no substitute for extensive overhead sandbagging of personnel shelters to attenuate the secondary effects.  Sandbags, although torn and shredded by fragments were primarily responsible for saving numerous lives in this battalion. (This soldier also found rocks and anything like that to put on top of the bunker to try and deflect the penetration before the sandbags had to try and attenuate the blast.) (Also powder canisters filled with sand and then wetted over the sandbags. Dried like concrete if packed in tight enough.  Never had to find out if theory was correct.)



(In addition after a rocket attack those delayed fuze rockets that fell just outside the Carroll area made for some hazardous conditions for personnel trying to work their way to the LP positions.  This was especially true on a non-moonlight night.  You could end up on the edge of a crater and then with the slippery conditions end up at the bottom of the crater.  Made for a bad night on LP when before you even arrive you and your equipment are covered with that red mud.  Not only can it cause personal physical injury but injury to the soldier’s pride.)  



132mm Rockets – A 2-3 second noise similar to an aircraft precedes the impact of the rocket. Several effects of impact are considered of significance and are primary importance when devising personnel and equipment shelters.  The surface burst is characterized by a 360-degree fragmentation pattern, which not only sprays upward, but sprays horizontally with a grass cutter effect.  Prone personnel without shelter within a 50-meter radius of the impact point probably would have less than a 50% chance of survival.  The rocket motor continues through the blast to imbed itself in the ground.  The second major rocket effect indicates the use of delayed action fuze.  The rocket penetrates the ground and explodes causing camoflet or vented camoflet 6-8 feet deep and 5-6 feet in diameter.  In both types of explosion, the rocket motor has been recovered form 21 to 25 feet in the ground past the point of entry.  Personnel who saw the incoming rockets described the high and low angles of fall indicating an adjustable fin or high angle capability.  Gunnery techniques were obviously of high order since all rockets landed on or near artillery and installations, or near installations which the NVA may have presumed importance, i.e. the Mess Hall of Headquarters Battery was hit while the FDC was untouched.  Both installations were similar in appearance.  The accuracy also indicated a prolonged observation and plotting effort against Camp Carroll.  All rockets were fired indirectly from a Northerly direction from an unknown range.



Account from the author – Just before I arrived on Carroll they had searched an individual from Cam Lo who use to come up to the gate and sell ice.  On his person they found a map with all the gun locations and various installations on the hill.  May account for some of the accuracy and indeed the targeting itself.  In addition the bunkers that were hit in Headquarters were just offline from the mess hall from the North.  



Fuze quick/delay M572 – Delayed fuze action is absolutely required to penetrate the jungle cover and extensive bunkering systems tin the area of operations.  Missions observed by patrols and air observers indicate that in some instances fuzes set to delay do not function properly.



VT fuzes bursting on impact – This battalion has experienced some difficulty in obtaining the desired HOB above the target with the M514A1 VT Fuze.  Until just recently, firing was limited to Charge 1 and Charge 2, as this unit did not have the M514A1 VT Fuze equipped with the Kel F plastic windshield.  This discussion is based results firing VT Fuzed with Charge 2. The procedures listed in FM-6-40, paragraph 412, were followed on three different missions fired by aerial observers.  In each mission the observer reported the VT fuze were bursting on impact.  The chart range for these missions varies from 16,000 meters to 20,500 meters.  During one mission, with no friendly troops in the area, the time of flight read under the elevation gage line was rounded down and 5 seconds subtracted and additional factor of 40/R was added instead of 20/R to the site determined for the ground location.  The VT fuze still burst on impact.  In another mission, by rounding down and subtracting 7 seconds, an airburst was obtained. 



This unit is continuing to experiment with and arrive at a fuze correction from experience that not only is safe but also will function as designed if and when a target is sighted where the VT fuze should be employed.  Some bad lots of fuzes, the terminal velocity of the projectile, the terrain characteristics of this area, or the angle of fall may be factors for improper functioning of the fuzes used to date.  An attempt will be made to gain more information to present in the next quarterly report.



Billets and working areas which are used at night are to be sandbagged to provide protection during the initial phases of a rocket/mortar attacks.



Battalion accuracy – excellent results have been obtained at various ranges.  A system of average VE’s for each charge for each battery are applied in the MET+VE’s techniques for every round fired.  All batteries utilize the graphical firing scales Gun, 17mm, 175AO (REV II) HEM 437.  This unit still has the experimental models, which were obtained from Fort Sill prior to any firing conducted there in the summer of 1966.  Two plot GFT settings are primarily used for any azimuth on which one or more guns are firing.  With this type GFT setting, the full range of GFT may be used without regard to transfer limits.  Utilizing this system, one gun from each of the three batteries fried at a registration point at an average range of 20,000 meters.  Firing Charge 2, two of the batteries had their first rounds within 50 meters of the target and the third battery was within 100 meters.  Another example using Charge 3 occurred at a range of approximately 30,000 meters.   One battery had registered during the previous month at the about range.  Firing the same battery, but with a different gun at a point 1000 meters from the registration point, the air observer sensed the first round as being within 100 meters of the target.  However, firing at ranges below 12,000 meters, the decreased accuracy and large range dispersion prevent the 175mm gun from being desirable for adjustment type missions.  At ranges less than 12,000 meters this unit normally fires only unobserved missions with a large safe buffer zone. 



Firing the 175mm gun at ranges above 12,000 meters using good MET data and by applying the MET+VE technique with a system of average VE’s for each charge, excellent first round accuracy can be achieved. With a bursting radius of 95 meters, a first round within 100 meters of the target will produce the element of surprise as well as possible casualties.  There is however, a definite need to obtain a more stable propellant for ranges under 12,000 meters in order to increase the capabilities of the 175mm gun.



(Must have worked and continued to work.  See Marine FO account in Counteroffensive Phase III from Hill 861.)



Rounds against Camp Carroll - 343 rounds total of 132mm Folding Fin Rockets, 102mm Spin Rockets, and 82mm Mortar.



Rounds against Dong Ha - 35 rounds total of 140mm Spin Rockets.



Rounds against Gio Linh - 2,042 rounds total of 81/82mm Mortars, 122mm Artillery, 105mm Artillery, and 102mm Spin Rockets.        



End of notes & discussion 





During this time period the 2/94th took part in Counteroffensive, Phase III

(06-01-67 to 01-29-68)



Description of Counteroffensive, Phase III

The conflict in South Vietnam remains basically unchanged. As Operation JUNCTION CITY ended, elements of the U.S. 1st and 25th Infantry Divisions, the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, and the forces of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam swung back toward Saigon to conduct another clearing operation, MANHATTAN. This took peace in the Long Nguyen base area just north of the previously cleared "Iron Triangle."

South Vietnamese Armed Forces became more active and capable under U.S. advisors. During the year the Vietnamese Special Forces assumed responsibility for several Special Forces camps and for the CIDG companies manning them. In each case all of the U.S. advisors withdrew, leaving the Vietnamese in full command.

With an increased delegation of responsibility to them, the South Vietnamese conducted major operations during 1967, and, in spite of VC attempts to avoid battle, achieved a number of contacts.

Despite the success of U.S. and South Vietnamese Army operations, there were indications in the fall of 1967 of another enemy build-up, particularly in areas close to Laos and Cambodia. In late October, the VC struck again at the Special Forces Camp at Loc Ninh. Fortunately Vietnamese reinforcements saved the camp. At the same time, approximately 12,000 VC troops converged on a Special Forces camp at Dak To. This camp was located in northern Kontum Province, where the borders of Laos, Cambodia, and South Vietnam meet. In response to this potential threat, the U.S. and South Vietnam committed a total of sixteen battalions to the region to counter a disturbing enemy resurgence at Kontum and Loc Ninh.

On 3 June 1967, the firing elements of C Battery displaced 3,400 meters southeast to the firing position and returned the same day.



On 6 June 1967, the firing elements of the C Battery displaced to the firing position at Truc Khe and returned the same day.



On 12 June 1967, C Battery displaced to the firing position at Truc Khe.



On 17 June 1967, 1st LT Terry G. Lee was assigned to Battery B 6th Bn 27th Arty (D Battery 2/94th).



The battalion celebrated their first anniversary since activation with organization day activities in June of 1967.  A steak fry was held and awards were presented to the many men who had displayed their courage and fortitude during the past nine months in Vietnam. 



Account from a Marine that was a visitor to Carroll during 67:  In June 1967, my outfit, Kilo Company of the 3rd Battalion 26th Marines traveled by truck convoy from Phu Bai to Khe Sanh. We stopped off at Camp Carroll for the night. I will never forget how happy I was to be able to spend the night - to be able to sleep all night - while Carroll's Marines manned the perimeter. We felt like guests. Well, it was around midnight, and I was fast asleep lying out in the open approximately 20 yards, as I recall, from a 175 mm long gun. It received a fire mission and fired off a round.



BOOOM!! The noise and concussion lifted me off the ground and scared the crap out of me. My only thought was WOW! Get Some!



Anyway, we headed out the next morning for Khe Sanh where at that time things were relatively quiet. We remained there for approximately 1 1/2 months then headed down to Con Thien in August 1967.



You can't imagine how much we Marines on Hill 861 appreciated your 2/94th Arty support. Frankly, the closer to our lines your rounds hit the better I liked it. That meant you were killing close-to-the-perimeter gooks. 



On 30 June 1967, C Battery was under daily hostile artillery and mortar attacks while at Gio Linh.  The Battery has fired 26,000 rounds.  The Battery has shot out 42 tubes.  



Status of Personnel of C Battery:  Battery Commander, CPT Chancey K. McCord; XO is 1st LT Andrew Tuss; FDC is 1st LT Gregory T. Smith; and 1st SGT is Edward E. Bryan.  



The battery demonstrated its ability to move and perform under combat conditions and hostile fire and this was especially true during the period that the battery was in Gio Linh.

Signed by CPT, Arty, Commanding, Chancey K. McCord  



Service Battery personnel ammunition section, once again during this period distinguished their unit by maintaining ammunition resupply of 100 to 300 rounds per day.  The enemy had begun shelling Gio Linh during the daylight hours and the ammunition section started out each day with the certain knowledge that they would be off-loading under fire.



Service Battery sustained several injuries and on 3 June 1967, SP4 Duncan Fleming from Stamford Connecticut was killed and PFC Honkon lost an arm and leg while off loading ammunition.



As the activity increased in the Northern I Corps area the bulk of the Third Marine Division was moved to the I Corps area. The 2/94th supplied artillery support for Vietnamese Army as well as the Marines in their operations and perimeters around the DMZ.  The 2/94th supplied Forward Observers and Radio Operators to the South Vietnamese Army. One combined major operation during this time was called HASTINGS.



Ground forces were denied authority to conduct reconnaissance patrols in the northern portion of the DMZ and inside North Vietnam by the US Government.  Confined to South Vietnamese territory U.S. ground forces had to fight a war of attrition against the enemy, relying on body counts as one standard indicator for measuring successful progress for winning the war.  This set the rules of the war as decreed by Washington politics. 



Vietnamese Army and other Marine Corps units conducted Operation HASTINGS against enemy infiltrators across the DMZ.



On 1 July 1967, C Battery was at Truc Khe with the Battery HQ and Ammo Sections located at base camp at Dong Ha.



On 4 July 1967, Dong Ha received 7 rounds of 122mm artillery with none landing in the C Battery Base Camp area.



On 6 - 8 July 1967, Dong Ha received 20 rounds of 122mm artillery with none landing in the C Battery Base Camp area.



On 10 July 1967, Dong Ha received 60 plus rounds of 122mm artillery with none landing in the C Battery Base Camp area.



On 14 July 1967, LTC Trefry departed to go down to Dong Ha to pick up the new Battalion Commander, LTC Kamstra.  



On 17 July 1967, C firing battery displaced from Truc Khe to Battery Base Camp at Dong Ha.



On 17 July 1967 at 1445 hours, one gun from B Battery returned to Carroll from the Rockpile.



On 17 July 1967 at 0930 hours, B Battery departed Carroll for Khe Sanh.  At 1520 hours, B Battery returned Carroll.  3rd Marine convoy turned around because of excessive enemy contact at 970432.  



On 26 July 1967 a change of command ceremony was held.  LTC Robert H. Kamstra accepted the battalion colors from LTC Richard G. Trefey.  LTC Trefey, who had seen the battalion through activation, training, overseas transport and the first months in combat was reassigned to Headquarters, First Field Force Vietnam.  The new battalion commander would see the battalion continue to receive constant enemy contact by mortar and artillery attacks, and would see the individual batteries and separate platoons displace to various locations to fire in support of several operations at once.



On 26-28 July 1967, Dong Ha received 21 rounds of 122mm artillery with none landing in the C Battery Base Camp area.



On 30 July 1967 the battalion had fired 84,940 rounds in RVN, out of which 47,425 nearly half of the total, had been fired into North Vietnam as part of Operation High Rise.  Most of the missions fired into North Vietnam and the DMZ were unobserved and it was therefore difficult to obtain surveillance or battle damage assessments. The only way an artilleryman gets to know what effects for his hard work is having is by having surveillance, and the battalion had an excellent record in those few missions that were observed.  Observers confirmed 240 enemy KIA and another 230 probable, 79 secondary explosions, 7 artillery pieces destroyed and 7 damaged, 40 bunkers destroyed and a long list of other targets destroyed or damaged.



On 1 August 1967 at 0940 hours, B Battery departed from Camp JJ Carroll for Dong Ha.  At 1110 hours, B Battery departed from Camp Carroll for Dong Ha.  At 1255 hours, C Battery departed Dong Ha for Camp Carroll.  1420 hours, C Battery arrived Camp Carroll and occupied the B Battery position. 



A Battery occupied Cumberland Fire Base on 1-2 August 1967 and fired the first round into the A Shau Valley, an NVA and VC stronghold.  In seven days the battery fired 639 rounds in the A Shau Valley in support of Operation Cumberland.



On 2 August 1967 at 1605 hours received message from A Battery: Arrived in position, with all guns operational.  



The battalion continued to fire into the Valley and North Vietnam throughout the summer months.  Casualties remand surprisingly low considering the number of incoming rounds the battalion underwent.  This was due in part to the poor training of the enemy and the inaccuracy of their weapons.  However, it is due in part to the skill and hard work of the personnel of the battalion.



On 8 August 1967, C Battery displaced to present position.  Area formerly occupied by B Battery 6th Battalion 27th Artillery.



On 10 August 1967 at 1500 hours A Battery arrived in position at Camp JJ Carroll.  Took up position on the west side of the hill.



It is thought that this was the first time the original 2/94th Battalion (A, B, & C Batteries) had been together since landing in October of 1966.  See earlier A Battery assignments. 



NOTE:  It is assumed that on or about the same time frame B Battery 6th of the 27th Artillery assigned as D Battery 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery was released from OPCON.     



On 17 August 1967, C Battery displaced two guns to the Rockpile.



On 25 August 1967 at 1710 hours, 100,000th round fired in country in support of the 3rd Marine Division. The Battalion Commander and staff fired the 100,000th round.

  

On 30 August 1967, Camp JJ Carroll received 40 rounds of 102mm spin rockets; two landing in the C Battery area causing minor damage and no personnel casualties.



On 2, 3 and 5 September 1967, Camp JJ Carroll received incoming enemy artillery fire, totaling 18 rounds.  There was no damage, nor were there any casualties.



On 2 September 1967, Camp JJ Carroll received 5 rounds of 152mm artillery none landing in the C Battery area. 



On 7-9 September 1967, Camp JJ Carroll received 56 rounds of 102mm spin rockets, two landing in the C Battery area causing no damage or casualties.



On 10 September 1967, Camp Carroll received 21 rounds of 152mm artillery, none landing in the C Battery area. 

 

On 12 September 1967, the Rockpile received 30 rounds of 82mm mortar causing no damage to C Battery equipment or personnel in the area.



On 12 and 13 September 1967, Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of 152mm artillery, none landing in the C Battery area.



On 18 September 1967 at 0845 hours, the Battalion lost 12 officers, which left on scheduled DEROS.



On 20 September 1967, two C Battery guns returned from the Rockpile.



On 22 September 1967, General William Westmoreland visited the battalion and was escorted through the battalion area by the Battalion Commander.  General Westmoreland visited battalion FDC, Metro section, B Battery FDC, and one gun section in B Battery.  General Westmoreland departed the area apparently pleased with what he had observed.



On 24 September 1967, Camp JJ Carroll received 42 rounds of 102mm spin rockets; two rounds landing in the C Battery area causing minor damage and no personnel casualties.



C Battery Personnel Assignment and Duty Changes:

Battery Commander

01 July to 18 Sep 1967   CPT Chancey K. McCord

18 Sep to 23 Sep 1967   1st LT Andrew Tenis

23 Sep to 30 Sep 1967   CPT William B. Durkin



XO

01 July to 18 Sep 1967   1st LT Andrew Tenis

18 Sep to 30 Sep 1967   1st LT David N. Sandeen



FO or asst XO or FDO ?? 

01 July to July 18 1967 1st LT Gregory T. Smith

18 Sep to 30 Sep 1967   1st LT Harry E. Taylor



1st SGT

01 July to 16 Sep 1967 1st SGT Edward N. Bryan

17 Sep to 30 Sep 1967 1st SGT Jack E. Hobgood  



Signed by CPT, Arty, Commanding William B. Durkin



On 20 October 1967 at 1705 hours, MAJ Fleming arrived in Battalion area to assume the duties of the Battalion S3.



On October 24 1967, Battalion Award Ceremony, C Battery personnel received one Army Commendation Medal: 1st SGT Hobgood and four Purple Hearts: SP4’s Duke, Funk, Gann and McGill.



On 1 November 1967, 2/94th Battalion was released from 1st Field Force Vietnam to 108th Arty Group.



On 10 November 1967, C Battery gun #1 evacuated for cracked turret.



On 18 November 1967 C Battery used a new concrete gun pad for the first time. The Battery had constructed a concrete gun pad to replace the rapidly deteriorating wooden pad of the 3rd Gun Section.  Too date; approximately 600 rounds have been fired from the new pad with no adverse effects to the gun.  The new pad eliminates the requirement to pull the gun off the pad to re-lay, greatly facilitating laying.  Succeeding pads can be improved by reducing the size, approximately a 13-foot radius circular, 26 feet across octagonal.  Making it a monolithic pour and building the pad at/or below ground level.



On 21 November 1967, C Battery was read Article 31 USMJ at formation and informed that a shakedown inspection was to be conducted for narcotics (marijuana, whiskey, and personal weapons).  Approximately six bottles of whiskey were confiscated.  The Battalion Commander directed the inspection.



On 21 November 1967, C Battery received a ‘float’ gun for gun #1 mentioned above.



On 24 November 1967, a platoon displaced to the Rockpile.  Gun #3 and “float” relieved the platoon of B Battery of its commitment.  Security was adequate.  However, no air cover was provided.



On 24 November 1967 at 1400 hours, B Battery returned from the Rockpile.



On 27 November 1967 – 1st LT Jeffrey F. Newton was assigned TDY as FO.



C Battery Personnel Assignment and Duty Changes:



Battery Commander

01 Oct to 31 Dec 1967 CPT William B. Durkin.  



XO

01 Oct to 31 Dec 1967 1st LT David E. Sandeen  



Asst XO 

01 Oct to 13 Oct 1967   1st LT Harry E. Taylor

13 Oct to 31 Dec 1967 1st LT Felix J. Muller



FO  

03 Oct to 13 Oct 1967 1st LT Felix J. Muller  

22 Oct to 31 Dec 1967 1st LT Robert D. Fautsch  

02 Oct to 31 Dec 1967 1st LT Robert A. Delap 

27 Nov to 31 Dec 1967 1st LT Jeffrey F.  Newton 

  

1st SGT

01 Oct to 31 Dec 1967 1st SGT Jack E. Hobgood.



Analysis

C Battery lost all its key personnel during the months of September and October of 1967, 90% of its NCO’s and 100% of its Officers, and therefore was in a rebuilding process during the early part of the quarter.  By mid-November the ‘new’ C Battery had jelled into a well-rounded and professional artillery unit.  A high state of professionalism has been maintained to date.  



Signed by William B Durkin, CPT, Arty, Commanding.



Account from a 2/94th Service Battery member who was involved with running convoys along the DMZ: November 1967, we had a convoy heading towards Carroll from Dong Ha when one of the ration trucks hit a land mine.  I was about 2 miles behind in a Diesel Fuel Truck.  PFC Meryl Williams or Ozzie were driving.  We heard the explosion and had to stop.  Macfarlane and Innacone got out of the damaged truck but with no weapons and hid in the bush.   Besides the normal B rations the truck was carrying chicken parts and steak.  The Marine patrol that arrived must have thought the worst with all the meat remains scattered all over.  Macfarlane and Innacone were relieved that the US Marines had found them.



There were some 2/94th artillery pieces located at the remote Rockpile XD 979-559 with the 3rd Battalion 9th Marine Regiment.  It is known that that the ‘Bodacious Bastard’ B Battery, 2nd gun section, (red section) was at the Rockpile for a short while in November of 1967.



This is the same gun that has the picture taken on Carroll with the Buccaneer sign. The Buccaneer Mission Statement was:  



"THE MISSION OF THIS SECTION,

IS DESIGNED TO GIVE THE ENEMY SOLDIER

THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY

 TO GIVE HIS LIFE FOR HIS COUNTRY”





On 9 December 1967, SP4 Curtis R. Dowling was wounded while serving as RECON SGT with a forward observer party on search and destroy operation vicinity coordinates YD1975.



On 9 December 1967 at 0300 hours, incidents in A Battery with a breech ring blown up.  No injuries.  



On 9 December 1967 at 0800 hours the Battalion Headquarters moved into a new command bunker.  (It was the ‘Bunker Ma Hall’ of the Bunkers on Carroll)



On 12 December 1967 at 1500 hours, an M548 hit a mine on return trip from D5.  The vehicle was a total loss with one minor injury.  While retrieving the M548, one man hung his ring finger and tore finger off.  Soldier is unknown at this time.



On 23 December 1967 at 1515 hours, General Johnson, Army Chief of Staff, visited the Battalion.  B Battery fired ‘battery fire’ on Operation High Rise for him.  LTC Kamstra escorted General Johnson through the Battery area.  At 1540 hours, General Johnson departed the area via helicopter.



On 23 December 1967, General Harold K. Johnson visited C Battery and extended Christmas and New Years Greetings to the personnel.



On 24 December 1967, C Battery platoon with Gun #3 and ‘float’ returned from the Rockpile, having been relieved by a platoon from A Battery.



On 24 December 1967, Christmas Eve at 1800 hours, a 24-hour truce began and will last until 1800 hours 25 Dec 1967.  At 2030 hours, Marine COC reported possible rocket attack.  All personnel were required to get in a bunker – all organized activities were postponed.  At 2057, the Marine COC reports All Clear – Alert Cancelled!  Camp JJ Carroll remained on a 50% alert status.  That’s it!  Just leave it to the Marines to spoil the fun!

  

On 27 December 1967, at a Battalion Awards Ceremony, C Battery personnel received one Silver Star:  SSGT Cornett, one Army Commendation Medal:  SSGT Pugh, and one Purple Heart:  SP4 Bachtell.



On 31 December 1967 at 1800 hours, a 36-hour truce began.  Truce will last until 0600 hours 2 Jan 1968.

 



Report from C Battery to Battalion Commander, 1968



Welfare and Morale

       a.  R&R –how many enlisted men have gone to Hawaii 6, Bangkok 3, Taipei 2, Pennang 1, Hong Kong 5, Australia 5, Tokyo 1 and 2 to Manila.  

       b.  Church Services:  both Protestant and Catholic services held weekly within the Battery.

       c.  PX Facilities:  good

       d.  Entertainment:  extremely limited

       e.  Morale:  excellent

       f.  Disciplinary Actions: one Special Court, two Article 15s

       g.  Mail Service:  generally good

       h.  Magazines and Paper Back Books:  received periodically from Special Services



Administrative and Logistics

        a.  The lack of senior NCO strength has become a pressing problem.

        b.  The supply system is still lagging behind the demand.

        c.  Classified ammo has improved but broken lots still remain a problem.

Communications

        a.  Separate routing for alternative and primary lines of communications is a must.

        b.  There still exists a requirement for an intercom system and a waterproof phone within the firing battery.

Maintenance

        a.  Command emphasis on the gradual input of parts and on the mandatory maintenance period has improved the readiness posture.

        b.  It is felt that more support maintenance and personnel with greater technical proficiency are needed.

Fire Direction

        a.  The use of the Computer’s Record for such mission has become apparent and the color-coding on the charge on the Recorder’s Sheet has been established as a precautionary measure.

        b.  The M18 Fire Direction Computer has proved a most accurate and reliable asset. 



Personnel Changes

On 27 Nov 1967 – 1st LT Jeffrey F. Newton was assigned TDY as FO. 

28th of Jan 68 – 1st LT Felix J. Muller was reassigned to Service Battery.  1st LT Robert A. Delay replaced him as Asst XO



Recommended Additions to TOE

        a.  Personnel

1.  One SSG Chief Computer 13E40

	2.  Two Computers 13E20

	3.  Two Chart Operators 13E20

	4.  One Sergeant Gunner 13B40

	5.  Four Cannoneers 13A10

	6.  One SP5 Arty Mech 45F20

	7.  One SP4 TAERS Clerk  

	8.  One SP4 PLL Clerk

	9.  Two SP4 Wheeled Vehicle Mech 63B20

           10. One SP4 Armorer 76Y30



        b.  Equipment

Chronograph

Collimators	 

Acetylene Welding Set

	 Special Set A for each type vehicle



Status of Personnel as of 31st January 68:  Battery Commander is CPT William R. Durkin, XO is 1st LT David E. Sandeen, Executive XO is 1st LT Robert A Delay, and 1st SGT is Jack E. Hobgood.



Casualties are 8 WIA



Current Strength

         a.  5 Officers

         b.  88 Enlisted Men

         c.  10 Enlisted Men, Battery C, 8th Bn 4th Arty

Signed by William R. Durkin, Capt, Arty, Commanding



On 2 Jan 1968, C Battery Gun #3 was destroyed by a high order explosive in the tube.  Cause unknown.  Speculation is that faulty fuse action caused the round to detonate in the tube.  Preliminary investigation found no improper procedures in practice.  Findings inconclusive.   The fuse, projo, and powder lots were suspended.



On 17 Jan 1968, one gun from C Battery, 8th Bn 4th Arty, was OPCON to C Battery 2/94th.



A Marine FO from Kilo/3/26 actual account about 861 and the 175's from Carroll is as follows:  On 18 or 19 January 1968  (a day or two before the siege started) my Commanding Officer asked/ordered me to register targets in the ravines and likely approaches around 861.  I registered and got target numbers from the 105's, 155's and the 8-inch guns at the base.  In addition, I registered some targets on the northern slope of 861 using the 175's at Carroll.  To this day, I still remember their call sign  -- it was Colorado 1/9 -- and I never did speak directly to them because of the distance -- 18+ miles.  My words and theirs were relayed from the base.  



We got all friendlies out of the northern end of the trench line and then I registered the targets.  Must have been three or four targets in all.  In each case, the final rounds hit less than 50 meters outside our last strand of wire and that's when I cease fired and asked for Target Numbers.  Man, those bad boys certainly crunched into the hillside less than 75 yards from my position!  I knew the rounds were on the way from the "shot" and "splash" calls, but they still made my teeth rattle.

  

They fired in support of us again on the night of 20 or 21 January 1968 and I remember 861A using the 2/94th in that early February NVA attacks. (Referenced above.)  



One night in mid to late March, the NVA launched rocket after rocket into the base.  These 122's were fired from behind 881N and they had to travel almost directly over 861 on their way to the base.  I called Colorado 1/9 (through the relay) and gave them the grid squares of the two launch sites behind 881N.  My request was that they saturate both grid squares in order to stop this huge, on-going barrage.  These grid squares were 1000's of meters from us and would have been max range for the 175's but I felt that just reaching out there would cause the NVA to stop. 



Less than three minutes later I was told that the first rounds were on the way.  Within seconds, WHAM!  WHAM!  WHAM! 



Three or four rounds impacted less than 50 yards outside our wire!  Scared the living hell out of all of us in the bunkers and the trench line.  We even had a Listening Post right outside the last strands of wire, and those three guys must have shit their pants.  Immediate "Check fire" on my part...one more round hit...then all was quiet.



Somehow, the 175mm people thought I had called for my target numbers to be fired, and they responded.  Imagine, two and a half months after they were registered, and with no adjustments, and with cold tubes, and from over 18 miles. Those shells hit right outside our wire!  A phenomenal display of shooting that I have never, ever forgotten even 32 years later.  We got the Check Fire...corrected by a half a dozen grid squares, and they resumed firing.  That's my memory of the big guns at Camp Carroll. I just realized that it was 32 years ago today or tomorrow that I registered those guns.



A 13th Marine FDC member actual account about 861 and the 175's from Carroll is as follows:  I can tell you one more thing, having been in the FSCC center that night. The night the NVA tried to take hill 861, they blew a few big holes in the wire and were inside the wire before anyone new it. The radioman up there was screaming at the top of his lungs to get some f___ing arty up there, that they were being overrun. Our Marine 05's and 55's were shooting all kinds of missions that night so the Colonel had the 175's concentrate all their fire on one side of the hill that had a big hole in the wire. The fire from the 175's kept the NVA off that side of the hill so we could deal with another side and push the NVA out, which we did. When it was over the Colonel said the 175's, by denying that flank to the enemy probably saved the hill.

 

I know a lot is said about air power and I sure saw a lot of it during the siege but I will go to the grave knowing it was artillery that saved our asses. I will take a battalion of artillery over an air wing anytime, anywhere. Artillery is with you 24 hrs a day and is still KING of the Battlefield!!



On 20 January 1968, the battalion received 27 rounds of incoming artillery fire.  There were three WIA in C Battery, two buildings destroyed, one damaged, a 1-½ ton truck and an M-548 damaged, 6 M-14 rifles destroyed and 9 M-14 rifles damaged.



On the 20 Jan 1968, incoming fire as above struck the C Battery ration storage building, destroying it along with 50% of the B-Rations on hand.  Three C Battery personnel were injured, none seriously.  The following equipment was destroyed:  1 building; 6 M-14s; 11 decon? Apparatus; 1 M-37 Field Cabinet; 1 M-37 Fire Unit; 1 emersion heater; 1 electric grill, cooking; 5?? walkers, storage; 2 M-17 Protective Masks, 1 FTA-312 Telephone.



On 21 January 1968 the NVA began its attacks against Khe Sanh.  Eight days before he was to launch his TET 68 offensive.  The Base at Khe Sanh was defended within by three Marine regiments from the 26th Marines, a newly arrived 2nd Marine Battalion, 13th Marine 105mm and 155mm Artillery, Marine Tanks from the 3d Tank Battalion, G Battery from the 65th Army Artillery a Quad unit, elements of the 1/44th Army Artillery a Duster unit. 



 The 2/94th supplied fire support from outside the base area from its positions on Carroll and the Rockpile.  It is thought the 2/94th was the only outside Artillery support the Marines had during the siege. 



On 22 January 1968 the Marines also moved the 1st Battalion 9th Marines outside the Khe Sanh area where they took up positions at the rock quarry.  This unit was to suffer extreme heavy casualties later at that position.  



On 23 January 1968, the battalion VTR hit a mine while traveling along QL 9.  There was one man wounded, the VTR was heavily damaged.



On 23 January 1968, an unknown force ambushed a C Battery quarter ton truck, returning from Dong Ha to Camp JJ Carroll, vicinity coordinates YD0857.  Three C Battery personnel were seriously wounded and evacuated to Dong Ha by helicopter.  One M-14 was lost in the action and one AN/YE6-46 Radio was destroyed.



On 24 January 1968, the enemy ambushed an ammunition train enroute from Dong Ha Combat Base to JJ Carroll.  Two men from B Battery along with several Marines were wounded and Medevac’d.  The threat of mines along the roads increased with several vehicles sustaining damage from mines along with several wounded as a result.



On 28 January 1968, 1st LT Felix J. Muller, C Battery, was reassigned to Service Battery.  



On 28 January 1968, 1st LT Robert A. Delay assigned a C Battery Assist XO. 



On 29 January the TET 68 offensive began.  The Marines and Army Artillery were facing in I Corps:  The 325C (which had been decimated early in the war by the Marines), the 304th an Elite NVA Division from Hanoi, the 324th Division, and the 320th Division was just North of the Rockpile.  The 325th and the 304th were known to have supporting Armor units from the 203rd Armored Regiment.  In addition the 68th and 164th NVA Artillery Regiments supported these attacking NVA infantry divisions. 



During this time period the 2/94th took part in TET Counteroffensive

(01-30-68 to 04-01-68)



Partial Description of TET Counteroffensive

On 29 January 1968 the Allies began the Tet-lunar New Year expecting the usual 36-hour peaceful holiday truce. Because of the threat of a large-scale attack and communist buildup around Khe Sanh, the cease-fire order was issued in all areas over which the Allies were responsible with the exception of the I CTZ, south of the Demilitarized Zone.

Heavy fighting also occurred in two remote regions: around the Special Forces camp at Dak To in the central highlands and around the U.S. Marines Corps base at Khe Sanh. In both areas, the allies defeated attempts to dislodge them. Finally, with the arrival of more U.S. Army troops under the new XXIV Corps headquarters to reinforce the marines in the northern province, Khe Sanh was abandoned.

Tet proved a major military defeat for the communists. It had failed to spawn either an uprising or appreciable support among the South Vietnamese. On the other hand, the U.S. public became discouraged and support for the war was seriously eroded. U.S. strength in South Vietnam totaled more than 500,000 by early 1968. In addition, there were 61,000 other allied troops and 600,000 South Vietnamese.



On 30 January 1968, elements of the 320th closed down Highway 9, which led to Dong Ha and out West to Khe Sanh.  Camp Carroll, now isolated, started receiving incoming fire from the NVA firing batteries.  



The next morning a B52 strike was ordered against the 320th to the North and the North West.  In addition fighter aircraft and the C130 gun ships (Puff) were called in to strike in the same general areas.  



During the B52 strike the NVA started shelling Camp Carroll and the men who told not be in their bunkers for fear of collapse during the B52 strike, did indeed use their bunkers.



Also during this time heavy spraying of the defoliant Agent Orange was used around Carroll and the perimeter. Unknown to the Marines and Army personnel this was an enemy they could not see or fight no matter how much bravery was shown. (See note at end of history) 



Account from a Marine that was part of the Marine contingent on Carroll during TET:  I was with E Company 2nd Battalion 9th Marines. In order to drive the NVA away from the Carroll perimeter and out of the valley our company moved down into the valley below the day after TET began (Feb 1st or Feb 2nd).  Intense fighting took place that day near Highway 9 and on Mike’s hill west of Cam Lo near the bridge and creek.  There was a squad that had been assigned to the CAC unit at Cam Lo the night before TET broke out that was hit pretty hard. Casualties were sent back to Camp Carroll or Dong Ha depending on severity of their wounds.



(Note:

The 2/94th artillerymen on Carroll can never express in words the witnessed bravery shown, dedication to duty and each other the perimeter Marines at Carroll exemplified.  With men such as these on our perimeter the hill was always secure.  They did battle in the valley and the hills to keep the enemy away from the big guns.   To borrow the slogan of the 108th they did indeed perform, ‘Deeds Above Words’.)   



The NVA 320th also had two 79mm antiaircraft gun emplacements to the North of Carroll.



On 5 February 1968, CPT Durkin, C Battery Commander, and SFC Jones, acting 1st SGT, were injured by incoming artillery and med-evaced.  Enemy artillery hit the C Battery command post wounding the above.



On 5 February 1968, CPT William Trinidad Dominguez assumed command of C Battery and SFC Goodner was re-assigned from Service Battery to C Battery as the Chief of Firing Battery.



On 7 February 1968, three new M107 175mm SP guns were received to replace C Battery Guns 1, 3, and 4.



On 19 February 1968, SP4 Douglas Williams from Salt Lake City, Utah, B Battery was killed in a heavy artillery and rocket attack on Camp Carroll.  



On 19 February 1968, CPT William Trinidad Dominguez and 1st LT David Sandeen were injured by incoming artillery and med-evaced.  In addition one-quarter ton truck was destroyed. CPT John Cooley assumed command of C Battery.  1st LT Robert Delap, Fire Direction Officer, assumed the position of Executive Officer of C Battery.



During the same attack Headquarters Battery received two KIA’s: PFC Kenneth Hornbaker from Mercersburg, Pennsylvania and SP4 Arkie Wright from Williamsburg, Ohio, and one serious WIA. (Note: It is thought the author remembered the WIA’s last name was DeCosta. He had severe head wounds and later wrote back that he was recovering from those wounds.)  



On 23 February 1968, in the early morning, Gun #1 exploded during a fire mission.  The gun was completely destroyed, but none of the crew was injured.  Four Marines were reported injured by shrapnel over three hundred meters away. A Battery was coming under constant harassing fire from the enemy.



Actual account of A Battery, Gun #2, 2/94th Section Chief- My gun was the next gun over from the one that blew up. The section chief of the blown up gun had loaded a round with the rotating band cover on it and it was jammed. He then put his rammer together with his bell rammer and tried to knock the round out. The rammer broke off in the barrel. He now had the rotating band cover on the projectile and the bell rammer on the front of the projectile.



What a mess!  He came over to my gun and told me he was going to try and shoot it out using Charge Two. He had so much stuff in the gun it would not take all three charges. I told him he was crazy. F D C advised him to shut the gun down and void his mission.  I then heard him announce that he was going to shoot it.



I told my section to get in the hole because this nut was going to blow up his gun.



He put his 50-foot rope on and got his crew down in the hole. He fired it. The rest is history. 



That section chief was busted back to private and was transferred somewhere. Where? No one knows.



The Marines on top of the hill about 300 yards up received a number of gun pieces.



The 2/94th supported the Third Marine units involved in the hill battles around the combat base at Khe Sanh: Especially those major battles for hill 861, 861A, 881S, and 881N.  The 2/94th defended the Khe Sanh combat base perimeter with effective fire support. Especially when bad weather kept the aircraft support to a minimum or the suddenness of the attack precluded aircraft intervention.



The 2/94th is credited in holding the NVA at bay until reinforcements could be sent out to the Khe Sanh Combat Base area. (History Channel)



In addition the news reports from that time reported that the final push on Khe Sanh would not come until the 175’s at Carroll and Rockpile had been silenced. (Walter Cronkite Report on Khe Sanh)



B Battery fired in support of Hill 861 near Khe Sanh while under hostile attack.  SSG Brum, CPL Robinson, PFC Hillis, PFC Willard were wounded while manning their guns.  The support was well appreciated by the Marines near the hill and the enemy KIA was estimated at 130.



Accounts from Marines, Marine Forward Observers, and other Army Units at the hill battles and on the Khe Sanh perimeter report the 175’s devastating toll on the two NVA divisions operating in the area.  One of which was the 325th NVA Division.



Actual accounts from Marines on 861A reports that an undersized company of the 26th Marines (E/3/26) had not been set up long enough to have their defenses the way they wanted them to be.  Early in February 1968 about 3:30 AM two Battalions of NVA regulars contested the Marines for the hill.  175mm supporting fire was called in immediately and continued until 7:00 AM.  The 175mm fire support broke up the attacking Battalion and in the words of one of the Marines describing the action stated, “A bunch of pissed off young Marines took care of the rest.”  In addition to the attacking Battalion the Marine FO then turned the fire to the reserve Battalion of NVA and all but destroyed them.  This combination of devastating 175mm fire support and bravery of the young Marines on 861A preserved the integrity of the hill so important to the defense of Hill 881N and Hill 881S and the Khe Sanh Combat Base.  If 861 and 861A had fallen this would have left both 881 hills totally isolated.



Actual accounts from Marines posted on the East Perimeter of the Khe Sanh Combat Base document a heavy ground attack that was turned with 6 rounds from the 175’s on Carroll and Rockpile.  Unconfirmed body count was 76.  The Marines that were under the attack report smiles on their faces when they saw the 175’s heavy destruction of the NVA Regulars that were trying to over run their positions.



Army perimeter defense units of the 1/44th at Khe Sanh also report the importance of the 175mm perimeter support when needed expeditiously and were relied on heavily.  ” We relied heavily on the big 175mm guns at Camp Carroll and the Rockpile to lay in their fire missions at predetermined coordinates and suspected NVA positions”.



Actual account of a C Battery 2/94th gunner - We were always in a rush when we had a fire mission for Khe Sanh. We knew that they were in a very bad spot when they called for us to help them out. That was our job, and we knew that if we were in their place that we would want the most help possible as quick as we could get it, so we always pushed ourselves to see just how fast we could get the rounds out and on the way.



Actual account of a Marine that was around Carroll and Hill 881 - I was a 0311 with "F" 2/3 from 11/66 to10/67. I was at Carroll from 11/66 to 3/67 my company would rotate between Carroll and the Bridge down on Highway 9, I don't know if you remember the Bridge?   On Feb 28,1967 we were involved in a battle at Cam-Lo my squad became surrounded and we had to call for fire support from Carroll. I don't know if you were there then or you may have heard that we had to call the 175 rounds on our own position. The guys up at Carroll laid those four rounds right between us and the NVA, which was only a matter of 20 feet or so. Laying on the ground and hearing Carroll launch those 175’s knowing they were coming right at us makes me numb to this day. Having those shells rip through the trees and impact right in front of us was the most amazing, scary, bone chilling experience you could imagine.  I guess the NVA figured we were crazy because the broke off from us. There is no doubt in my mind that without those well-placed rounds my name would be on the Wall. We depended on you guys at Carroll many times to get our butts out of a jam and you were always there.



Excerpt from the S&S Vietnam Bureau:  A Marine convoy carrying supplies from Carroll to Khe Sanh was hit three miles from the Rockpile by 200 to 300 NVA Regulars.  Many of the 109 communists that were killed were hit by air strikes and 175mm artillery fire. End of excerpt. 



By reports from supported troops the NVA hated the big guns at Carroll, Rockpile, Gio Linh, Con Thien and any other places the big guns were assigned in the I Corps area.  The big guns could target anti-aircraft firing on U.S. planes, fortifications, and infiltration routes in North Vietnam.  



During TET and the siege, located with the 2/94th on Carroll were elements of the Army’s 1st Battalion 44th ADA (Dusters and Quads), Kilo Battery 4th Battalion 12th Marines, and Charlie Battery 1st Battalion 12th Marines.



The Marine Tank unit assigned to Carroll and the Carroll area, including the refugee village at Cam Lo, was B Company 3rd Tank Battalion.



The perimeter defense Marine contingent during this time was the E and H company of the 2nd Battalion 9th Marines (Although units of the 4th and 26th Marines were also present at various times) 



Mortar units that supported the hill are unknown at this time.



The 2/94th men from Service Battery (Mother Truckers) continued their dirty dangerous job of hauling the ammo, powder, and supplies for the 2/94th guns and 2/94th personnel to all the firebases.  From Dong Ha and sometimes Camp Evans they delivered their precious cargo along Highway 9 to the outposts along the DMZ; Con Thien, C2, C1, Carroll, Rockpile, LZ Stud, etc.  In addition they made the dangerous trip up Highway 1 to Gio Linh.  These convoys were constantly under duress from land mines, mortars, small arms and ground attacks, and the enemies other Allis the Vietnamese weather and road conditions.



The 2/94th sent guns from B Battery to LZ Stud YD 002-493  (Vandergrift) for a short period. This move to LZ Stud was thought to be a strategic move to enable the 2/94th guns to silence the NVA Artillery that was hitting Khe Sanh from within the Laotian border.

   

The 2/94th sent guns from B Battery to C1 (Charlie 1) YD 213-672.



During this time some 2/94th 175mm guns were converted to 8-inch guns. 



Account from a Marine that was part of the Marine contingent on Carroll during TET:  You may recall a situation where a Marine recon patrol ran into big trouble one late afternoon (March 5, I think).  E/2/9 was pulled off the front of Carroll’s line to go fetch the dead officer who had been left behind when the patrol was extracted out.  But darkness fell before we could lift off the LZ.  You guys fired all night to keep Uncle Ho's Finest away until morning.



You guys on the guns were always Johnny-on-the-spot when it came to fire support.  Thank you very much.  I recall a day when my squad escorted a FAO out northwest of Cam Lo.  He called in an air strike up in the DMZ and then we just cooled our heels awhile.  His radioman carried 2 PRC-25s (wow!) so he could hear both sides of a conversation.  Somebody who was awfully excited called in a fire mission.  He really rattled it off fast.  The FAO said his call sign put him in Khe Sanh.  He had to say it all over again because he spoke too fast to get it all.  He was asked what his target was and he said, "I got a battalion o' gooks in the open and running."  When asked how far away they were, he said, "Fifty meters and closing!"  It seemed like only a second before we heard guns open up and the FDC announced, "They're on their way!"  Now that's service.



There was one night, though, that y'all really annoyed me.  We got the word that Carroll was going to be overrun.  So we were pulled back from our front line and placed in a tight perimeter along dirt "road" directly in front of the 175s.  I mean directly in front of the muzzles...about 20 feet!



Every time a gun captain would yell, "Stand by!”  I'd cover both ears, open my mouth wide, and lay flat on the hard-packed adobe.  Then the damned thing would explode course the first gasp only sucked in burnt cordite.  Gag a maggot! The ground was so hard it broke our E-tools trying to scratch its surface.  No joy there.



I must have dozed and missed a warning order because one cannon went off without my preparations.  I think it popped my eardrum, 'cause I got a little blood from it.  At that, I just picked up my gear, sat behind the gun, and the NVA and USMC be damned!  Of course, nothing happened that night.  All plans and intelligence must first be cleared through Hanoi!



Personal Greeting of Thanks from an E/2/9 Marine Sergeant to the men of the 2/94th. Thank you for being there for a whole bunch of us when we needed it most.  Even if at the time we didn't know exactly who were the agents of our deliverance.  You and your boys were often our literal "saviors".  I believe God puts us where we need to be at the times we need to be there.  He sure put your outfit where I needed you at the right time.  Thanks!



You know the last stanza of the Marines Hymn?  The part that goes, "If the Army or the Navy ever look on Heaven's scenes, they will find the streets are guarded by United States Marines"?  What isn't said there is that we'll be pulling guard duty while the 2/94th Boys are busy knocking down the gates of Hell with precision fire!

A sincere "Semper Fi!" to you, and God bless you all.



Enemy attacks continued to be very heavy throughout February and March 1968, resulting in a great deal of damage to equipment and positions.



During Operation PEGASUS the 2/94th at Carroll and the Rockpile supported the 1st Air Cavalry and Marine breakout convoy along its way and during its operations.







C Battery Command Personnel Changes:



Battery Commander

5 Feb 1968 CPT William B Durkin.

5 Feb to 19 Feb 1968 CPT William Trinidad Dominguez. 

19 Feb to 12 March 1968 CPT John Cooley.  

12 March to 31 March 1968 CPT William Trinidad Dominguez.



XO:

1 Jan to 19 Feb 1968 LT David E. Sandeen.  

19 Feb to 31 Mar 1968 1st LT Robert A. Delap. 



Asst XO:

1 Jan to 28 Jan 1968 1st LT Felix J. Muller.

28 Jan to 17 Feb 1968 1st LT Robert A. Delap. 

19 Feb to??  1st LT Jeffrey P. Newton.



FO:

1 Jan to 28 Jan 1968 1st LT Robert A. Delap. 

29 Jan to 17 Feb 1968 1st LT Jeffrey P. Newton. 

1 Jan to 31 Mar 1968 1st LT Robert Pautsch. 



1st Sgt:

1 Jan to 31 Mar 1968 1st SGT Jack E Hobgood.  



Analysis: 

The Battery is going through an infusion program in the lower ranks and officer slots.  This is for the prevention of key personnel being lost during the same month.  A high state of morale and professionalism has been maintained during this quarter. 



Signed by William Trinidad Dominguez, CPT, Arty, Commanding

 

On March 12 1968, CPT Trinidad returned from the hospital and assumed command of the C Battery. It is assumed that CPT Cooley went back to assume command of HHB. 



On or about 25 Mar 1968 the relief column was observed by the Marines and Army units on Carroll down on Highway 9 on its way to the Rockpile and LZ Stud and on to Khe Sanh. 



On the morning of 1 April 1968, the Marines started moving north along Highway 9 towards Khe Sanh from LZ Stud.  Several Fire Missions were shot in support of the Marines to protect their movement.  The clap of thunder of the artillery could be heard coming from Camp Carroll, the Rockpile, and LZ Stud. Fire Missions were being fired to clear a path for the infantry assault elements and close support artillery units.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Counteroffensive,

Phase IV  (04-02-68 to 06-30-68)



During this period friendly forces conducted a number of battalion-size attritional operations against the enemy.

Operations PEGASUS-Lam Son 207 relieved the Khe Sanh Combat Base on 5 April and thereby opened Route 9 for the first time since August 1967. This operation not only severely restricted the North Vietnamese Army's use of western Quang Tri Province but also inflicted casualties on the remnants of two North Vietnamese divisions withdrawing from the area. This success was followed by a singular allied spoiling operation in the A Shau Valley, Operation DELAWARE-Lam Son. These two operations prevented the enemy from further attacking I Corps Tactical Zone population centers and forced him to shift his pressure to the III Corps Tactical Zone.

During the period 5-12 May 1968 the Viet Cong launched an offensive with Saigon as the primary objective. Friendly forces defended the city with great determination. Consequently Saigon was never in danger of being overrun. Small Viet Cong units that did manage to get into the outskirts were fragmented and driven out with great loss of enemy life. By the end of June 1968 friendly forces had decisively blunted the enemy's attacks, inflicted very heavy casualties, and hindered his ability to attack urban areas throughout the Republic of Vietnam. The enemy was forced to withdraw to his sanctuaries.

The strength of the U.S. Army in Vietnam reaches a peak of nearly 360,000 men during this period.





The 2/94th supported two battalions of the 4th Marine Regiment that were engaged in Operation SCOTLAND II. Initiated on 15 April 1968, this multi-battalion search and clear operation was centered in and a round the Khe Sanh combat base. (4th Marine Battalions are unknown at his time) 



After many weeks of siege, the enemy was finally driven back from Khe Sanh.  The defense cost a great many American lives, but the enemy was hit even harder.  The next few months would see a substantial drop in enemy activity as he regrouped and avoided confrontation in order to build up his forces.  The successful defense of Khe Sanh was a significant page in the Vietnam chronicle.  While the outpost itself would later be abandon, the success proved that the determined US Forces would not accept defeat in Vietnam.  Though militarily superior, the US Forces had been sustaining heavy causalities as a result of the excellently deployed guerrilla forces of the VC and NVA.  There was growing opinion that the guerrilla force could never be overcome.  Though the war was far from over, Charlie’s reputation as an incredible fighter was beginning to suffer.



During these artillery battles the 2/94th suffered causalities from all batteries on Carroll. From a Battalion Surgeon that was with 3rd Battalion 9th Marines information indicates there were casualties in the 2/94th crews at the Rockpile as well. (Batteries unknown)



Final Statistics for the Defense of Khe Sanh ��U.S. & Allied Casualties ��730 Americans Killed in Action �2,642 Americans Wounded in Action �7 Americans Missing in Action �229 South Vietnamese ARVN Killed in Action �436 South Vietnamese ARVN Wounded in Action 



The enemy had retreated so completely from the area that rocket attacks were weeks apart rather than just hours as they had been.  



B Battery displaced to Thon Son Lam (Rockpile) and received only four rocket attacks, without any damage sustained.  The only damage was cause by an accidental fire, which destroyed gun 4, and injured nine men.  One cannoneer received shrapnel wound to the cheek and several Marines were treated for smoke inhalation. The accident happened when the crew had to fire one gun over the top of another. There was a fireball and that blew the projectile and powder pit of the destroyed gun section. That gun crew ended up with a 81mm mortar for a while.

 



Most significant was the fact B Battery displaced to Ca Lu on 8 June 1968 without incident.



 A year previous they convoyed to Ca Lu under heavy security in an attempt to reach Khe Sanh.  Due to enemy ambushes the plan was canceled and battery returned to base camp.



The majority of the battalion missions during this time were counter battery or suppression fires.  Though enemy activity had lessened, there was still sufficient contact capable of producing causalities.



On 9 April 1968, Brigadier General Glick, Deputy Commander of the 3rd Marine Division, visited C Battery Gun #3 and fired one round while the gun was engaged in a fire mission.



On 14 April 1968, C Battery received two 8-inch tubes and at that time two 175 tubes were removed, making the Battery combined 175mm and 8-inch.



 On 2 and 4 May 1968 incoming artillery wounded three cannoneers from C Battery.  PFC Thomas Schofield, C Battery, from Layton, Utah was killed in the attack of May 2 1968.  PFC Hatfield, PFC Schofield, and PVT Searle were the three C Battery cannoneers injured by incoming artillery and med-evaced.  



 Also wounded in the attack on May 2 1968 was CPT Edmond Jablonsky, Headquarters Battery, from Pasadena, Texas. CPT Jablonsky was medevac’d but died as a result of his wounds on 3 May 1968.  He was the first officer killed in the battalion since the unit’s reactivation.



On 3 June 1968, PFC Hatfield of C Battery returned from the hospital.  He returned to his duties as a cannoneer.



On 12 June 1968, two new quarter ton trucks were received to replace the two that were destroyed. 



On 17 June 1968, LTC Alan A. Bristor accepted the battalion colors in a ceremony marking his assumption of command.  Major General Steadwell Deputy Commander, 3rd Marine Amphibious Force was present for the occasion.



From 1967 to 1968 the ammo dump at Dong Ha, where the 2/94th Service Battery resided, was hit at least three times and could be readily seen from Carroll some 18 miles away. 



On 19 June to 26 June 1968, B Battery occupied LZ Hawk, received only light scattered rocket attacks.  While at LZ Hawk the battery fired approximately 600 rounds in support of Task Force Hotel.



On 30 June 1968, PFC Bruce and PFC Walters of C Battery were injured by incoming artillery and med-evaced.  Both men were cannoneers.



C Battery Status



Battery Commander 1st of April to the 30th of June 68 was CPT William Trinidad Dominguez.  



The XO 1st of April to the 27th of April 68 was 1st LT Robert A. Delap and from the 27th of April to the 30th of June 68 was 1st LT William Wilson.  



Asst XO 1st of April to the 30th of June 68 was 1st LT Jeffrey P. Newton.  



Forward Observer 1st of April to the 5th of May 68 was 2nd LT Stephen Desold, 1st of April to the 30th of June 68 was 2nd LT Kenneth K. Gross, 5th of May to the 4th of June 68 1st LT John K. Bucher, 4th of June to the 30th of June 68 was 1st LT Ronald Keane.  



1st SGT from the 1st of April to the 30th of June 68 was 1st SGT Jack E. Hobgood.



The Battery is in the process of shifting to defense of different areas for support necessary for protection for ground gaining forces and insure proper defense for them.  A program of strengthening bunkers and reinforcing gun pads and powder and projectile pits have been our main objectives.  To conclude, an overall effort has been made to insure the protection and well being of our personnel in an adequate manner.



Signed by Capt, Arty, Commanding William Trinidad Dominguez





During this time period the 2/94th took part in Counteroffensive, 

Phase V  (07-01-68 to 11-01-68)



During this period a countrywide effort was begun to restore government control of territory lost to the enemy since the Tet offensive. The enemy attempted another such offensive on 17-18 August but his efforts were comparatively feeble and were quickly overwhelmed by Allied forces.

In the fall of 1968 the South Vietnamese government, with major U.S. support, launched an accelerated pacification campaign. All friendly forces were coordinated and brought to bear on the enemy in every tactical area of operation. In these intensified operations, friendly units first secured a target area, then Vietnamese government units, regional forces/popular forces, police and civil authorities screened the inhabitants, seeking members of the Viet Cong infrastructure. This technique was so successful against the political apparatus that it became the basis for subsequent friendly operations. Government influence expanded into areas of the countryside previously dominated by the Viet Cong to such an extent that two years later at least some measure of government control was evident in all but a few remote regions. 

On 1 July 1968, Operation Thor began.  A Battery convoyed from Camp Carroll to Mike Battery, 4/12th Marines, just West of Dong Ha.  Operation Thor was a joint artillery, air and navel operation to saturate the enemy artillery, rocket, and air defense positions in and North of the DMZ.  In the six days of operation Service Battery hauled 2,0000 rounds.  B Battery occupied Charlie at Cam Lo and C Battery moved to LZ June.  There were no incidents on any of the road marches.



At the completion of Thor, 8 July 1968, A Battery moved west and occupied an unimproved position. They begin digging in to provide protection from the weather and possible enemy activity.   After four days of hard work building bunkers by day and firing by night, the battery was given March Orders and proceeded West to a 105mm position.  Fortunately personnel bunkers and hooch’s were already constructed and battery went right to work firing in support of ground troops. 



An actual account of a cannoneer with A/2/94 during operation Thor from a newsletter.  With the month of July nearing a close and August coming steadily on, we all just sit and wonder if next month will be as this month has been.  On the first of July Alpha Battery was given March orders.  On 2 July we convoyed east on highway 9 to Mike Battery 4/12 Marines, 155mm gun position, which is just west of Dong Ha.  The guns were laid and FDC set up and operation Thor had officially begun.  Experiencing a lot of mechanical trouble, the hard working gun crews and arty mechanics still managed to throw 594 rounds in 6 days.  At the completion of the operation the battery moved west approximately ¼ mile west. After the guns were laid and FDC set up, the work had just begun.  As the day progressed you could observe the housing facilities go up one by one until everyone had a place to rest.  After a couple days of eating dust we were on the move again.  Our next move was to A Battery, 1/40th 105mm gun position.  Everyone was quite overjoyed by the last move, as our present position is most outstanding in every respect.  The mess hall is real homey, hutches are well constructed, and last but not least, a state side shower, with 20 showerheads.  WOW! 



The report from FDC showed our guns were right on target this month.  They completely wiped out 2 villages and took a total of 4 KIA’s.  Along with that they knocked out 2 Arty pieces, a rocket position and numerous trucks.



This month we pay special tribute to SP5 Paul Meyer, our senior track mechanic and SP4 Lowell Hill our Arty mechanic.  Through their tireless efforts they keep the guns up; therefore, helped complete the mission.  Not to be forgotten are the hard working gun sections.



Coming to the close of the month we thank the Lord for the safekeeping he has brought upon us and pray for the well being of each and every individual in the battery in the months to come. 



On 18 August 1968, A Battery fired the battalion’s 200,000 round.  LTG Stiwell, Commanding General, XXIV Corps, visited the battery and helped pull the lanyard. 



On 10 September 1968, the communications bunker in B Battery was hit by NVA 152mm artillery during a shelling of Camp Carroll killing seven enlisted 2/94th personnel and wounding two.  SP4 Michael Stoffers was one of the wounded. The other wounded enlisted man was the switchboard operator, name unknown at this time. Two of the 2/94th personnel killed were SP4 Harold Moseley from Arkansas and SGT Preston from Kentucky. The other five names are not known at this time.  SP4 Moseley was awarded the Army Bronze Star Medal with V for Valor as he tried to keep the communications open.



On 2 October 1968 at 1330 hours, the 2nd Bn 94th held ceremonies at A Battery for the presentation of one Pack 75mm Howitzer to the 1st Battalion, 12th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division.



Note:  If this is the same Pack 75 that was captured earlier, it had ‘Made in USA 1941’ stamped on it.  The original manufactures symbol was General Electric.  The captured ammo also had ‘Made in USA 1941’ stamped on it. There is a picture on the web site along with Mike Keeler, Conklin and Bavora from the 2/94th.



The Pack 75 was dug in to the hillside so far the operator’s barely could traverse the gun.  Women were also firing it.



The Pack 75 was used by the French Army to do battle against what was then called Viet Minh.  It was captured from the French Army.  They then used it against us.  This same type artillery piece was used prior to and during WW1.  I wonder if the designer of this artillery piece would have ever dreamed the Life Cycle of this weapon.  All most 100 years of usage.  It is still being used in the current American Military today as a salute artillery piece.



An account of a 2/94th gun chief regarding the Pack 75’s:  We were out on the gun in A Battery when we noticed a muzzle flash coming out of the mountain off to our right. The round hit the bridge that was down in front of us. The Marines were guarding this bridge. After the 2nd flash I called FDC and told them that we could seethe muzzle flashes and that I could fire directly at it. I was put on hold. During this time I pulled the spade up and shifted the gun and dropped the barrel down and opened the breach to sight in on the target. By that time the LT had came out to the gun and got on the phone with FDC to get permission to blow that Pack 75 off the mountain. While this was going on the Pack 75 was steadily shooting rounds at the bridge as we watched.  Our request to shoot was denied by the Marine Command. They said they would take care of it. A short time later we heard them crank up their 105's. Their first rounds didn't even hit the mountain (They shot over it). The second volley hit down in the valley. They never got on target. After all of this the Pack 75 stopped firing and went back into its cave. Our LT was totally upset as I was. We heard later that the Marines sent ground troops up there and only one or two came back. The whole incident was up setting to watch because our hands had been tide. I do not remember the LT's name. I think this happened sometime between March and May of 1968, but I'm not sure. Is has just been to many years!



On 4 October 1968, at 0900 hours A Battery road marched from Dong Ha to Ca Lu and occupied a firing position there at 1345 hours in order to support the Marines during Operation Nanking.  They remained at Ca Lu until 14 October 1968, when they returned to Dong Ha.  



Through out the rest of the month the battery relentlessly pounded enemy positions in North Vietnam and received praise from the 108th Group as being the most effective heavy artillery in the Group.



On 5 Oct 1968 at 0845 hours, Capt Weeks: C Battery, 1st Battalion, 44th Artillery, notified Battalion that a truck from the 2/94th was found on Route 9 with two personnel dead.  At 0850 hours, Battalion Commander departed from Camp Carroll for the scene of the accident.  At 1000 hours, Battalion CO returned to the Battalion Aid Station with two bodies.  The personnel were identified as SGT Towne, Terry A. from Ionia, Michigan and PFC Parker, Arnold R. from   Natural Bridge, Virginia. 



On 5 October 1968 at 1100 hours – MAJ Russel V. Fleming, Battalion S3, departed Camp Carroll for rotation to CONUS.  MAJ Dennis I. Runey assumed the S3 duties.

 

On 18 October 1968 at 0900 hours, A Battery displaced from its location at Ca Lu.  At 1230 hours A Battery closed at Dong Ha.



On 29 October 1968 at 1800 hours, AO shot down by enemy fire – reported missing in action.  Notified CO at 1805 hours.  The AO was Major Donald Lee Harrison from Chamblee, Georgia. Considered KIA on 14 Jan 1980.  The then Captain Harrison was lost and considered missing in action around the Khe Sanh Combat Base during a FAC mission on 29 October 1968.  



On 1 November 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson imposed a halt to the bombing of the North, which also curtailed the use of heavy artillery.  The cutback in firing allowed all the batteries to improve bunkers, living areas, and their positions in general.  The improvement in the facilities helped the celebration of Thanksgiving and Christmas to pass more comfortably and pleasantly.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Counteroffensive, Phase VI

(11-02-68 to 02-22-69)



In November 1968 the South Vietnam government with American support began a concentrated effort to expand security in the countryside. This project was known as the "Accelerated Pacification Campaign."

This period covers the election of President Richard M. Nixon and a change of policy brought about by his administration after January 1969 when he announced a coming end to US combat in Southeast Asia and a simultaneous strengthening of South Vietnam's ability to defend itself. Formal truce negotiations began in Paris on January 25, 1969. The period can be characterized as marking time in preparation for an about face. Forty-seven ground combat operations were recorded during this period, the following being the most important:

(1). Operation NAPOLEON in the Dong Ha area initiated previously (1967) by Marine units, terminated on 9 December 1968.

(2). Operation WHEELER WALLOWA by 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division and 196th Infantry Brigade (Light) in north-central Quan Tin Province. This ended on 11 November.

(3). Operation MACARTHUR initiated by 4th U.S. Infantry Division in II Corps tactical zone terminated on 31 January 1969.

(4). Operation COCHISE GREEN conducted by the 173d Airborne Brigade in Binh Dinh Province.

(5). Operation TOAN THANG II consisted of ground operations throughout III CTZ. This was a multi-division operation involving allied forces.

(6). Operation SEA LORDS was a coast and riverine operation. On 6 December Operation GIANT SLINGSHOT was started to disrupt enemy infiltration of materials from the "Parrot's Beak" area of Cambodia. Air operations continued to be important with over 60,000 sorties flown.





On 30 November 1968, command was passed from LTC Brister to LTC Thomas E. Courant.  In a few weeks the new battalion commander would see the entire battalion move to new positions, beginning with Headquarters moving to LZ Nancy on or about 5 December 1968.



On 5 December 1968, at 0900 hours, B Battery began move from Camp Carroll to C1 and Headquarters Battery moved from Camp Carroll to LZ Nancy. 



An actual account of a Headquarters Battery member with the 2/94th during the move:

On or about Dec 3, 1968 anything substantial was put on flatbeds, trucks, jeeps, etc and driven to LZ Nancy our new home. As you can imagine, we were sorry to leave ‘home’ as it come to be for us.  Very strange but, we had some semblance of tradition of those who came before us, their hard work to make that place OUR place.  We all defended our turf and retold stories from those that came before us.  Almost surreal considering the fight we put up for many years with all that those bastards thru at us. Some Col. got us off that place with just a pen and some paper.  It was no surprise Carroll fell after we left.  I wanted them to change the name of the place when we left, because ‘we and the Marines’ were not there to defend it.  So who lost the hallowed ground we defended for so long?  Neither the Marines nor us!  (Carroll fell to the NVA in the Easter Offensive of 1972 after a brief fight.  The NVA defenders some 1800 strong with arty support surrendered.) 



Not long after the move to LZ Nancy, we came under assault from NVA Sappers and infantry.  Having lost the protection of the Marines on Carroll we were over run with some casualties. Do not remember at this time how many.  May have been around March of 1969 discussed below where the base received 80-90 rounds of RPG fire.  The defenders we had at the time were ARVN.



On 12 December 1968, B Battery moved to C1.



On 22 December 1968 at 1645 hours, received Blue Bell from 108th Group S1, 2nd 94th, a possible attempted murder involved! At 0800 hours, reported that a grenade was thrown in A Battery, 2nd of the 94th Orderly Room area.  



 

On 26 December 1968, A Battery at Dong Ha retubed from a 175mm battery to an 8-inch battery.  Concluded at 1600 hours.  



On 28 December 1968, at 0835 hours A Battery road marched from Dong Ha 40 miles to the their new base camp at LZ Sally, five miles North of Hue on QL1.  At 1525 hours A Battery closed at LZ Sally. 



December of 1968 marked the closing of Camp JJ Carroll by the Marines of the 3rd Marine Division.  The abandonment of the base was not de-escalation but rather a shift in power. Since the closing of Khe Sanh in June of 1968, the push had been toward the establishment of mobile mountain top artillery bases rather than static positions.

�The New Year and early months of 1969 would see a continuation of the light enemy contact by the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery.  Much of the firing was in support of the 101st Airborne Division, who was coming in contact with the enemy on their search and clear operations.  In January 1969, all batteries underwent CMMI’s and passed satisfactorily.



On 1 January 1969, 1st LT Glen G. Lackey from C Battery served for a thirty-day period in the field with the 3rd Regiment 1st ARVN Division as a battalion advisor.





C Battery Status



Battery Commander, 1 Jan to 7 Jan 1969, CPT Larry R. Robinson.  8 Jan to 31 March 1969, CPT Patrick W. Clark.  



Executive Officer, 1 Jan to 21 March 69, was 1st LT Gary L. Henderson.  21 March to 31 March 1969 is 1st LT Glen E. Lackey.  



Asst XO, 1 Jan to 31 March 1969, was 1st LT Karl M. Kaprelin.  1 Jan to 21 March 1969 was 1st LT Glen G. Lackey.  22 March to 31 March 1969 was 1st LT Elwood P. Gross.  



Forward Observer for 1 Jan to 24 Feb 1969 was 1st LT Kenneth R. Gross.  From Jan 1 to 6 Mar 1969, was 1st LT Donald S. Bialek. 12 Mar to 31 Mar 1969 is 1st LT Duane T. Butler.  15 Mar to 31 Mar 1969 is 1st LT Elwood P. Gross.  



1st SGT from Jan 1 to 31 Mar 1969 is SFC Charles W. Weatherly.



The Battery has constructed separate projectile bunkers for the ICM rounds and finished repair on gun pads.  The guns positions are being sandbagged to prevent erosion.  A Satisfactory rating was received on the Corps CMMI, inspection in January and again in March.  The Corps Firing Battery Inspection was successfully passed in January.  The exercise conducted at C1 during the month of March was very successful and proved the efficiency and training of all unit personnel.



Signed by Capt, FA, Commanding, Patrick W. Clark.



On 3 January 1969, firing Battery inspection by Corps with a rating of Satisfactory.



On 15 February 1969 at 1500 hours, C Battery was credited with one KIA.  



On 28 February 1969, C Battery joined B Battery at C1 from LZ Nancy.  C Battery laid safe at 1211 hours and ready to fire.  While operating from C1, C Battery was the second Army artillery battery to fire into the northern portion of the DMZ since the bombing halt of 1 November 1968 above.



From 1 March to 30 March 1969  – Excellent Fire Support Record was awarded Battery C for operating from C1 Firebase.  During this period, Battery C was the second Army Artillery Battery to fire into the northern portion of the DMZ since the bombing halt of 1 Nov 68.  Battery C also compiled the following impressive statistics:



BDA from C Battery: 56 bunkers destroyed and 22 damaged, 28 KIA’s, 14 possible KIA’s, and 1 WIA, 19 secondary, 3 caves, 600 meters of trench line, 120 meters of tree line, and 250 meters of trails destroyed, 2 mortar positions silenced, 4 fifty caliber machine gun positions destroyed, 4 huts and 5 hootches destroyed, 8 fighting holes and 1 sampan destroyed.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in TET/69 Counteroffensive

(02-23-69 to 06-08-69)



From Tet 1969 through the month of June, the enemy again tried to sustain an offensive. His inability to do so can be largely attributed to aggressive allied ground operations. Between 23 February and 8 June 1969, a total of 70 significant named ground operations were terminated resulting in heavy enemy loss of life and materiel. The main operations concluded during this period were:

(1). The 3d Marine Division's Operation KENTUCKY aimed at preventing enemy infiltration through the Demilitarized Zone in central Quang Tri Province. Throughout the early part of January 1969, Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army forces continued to avoid major contacts with Free World Forces. Their continual movement to avoid friendly forces or to search for food and supplies contributed to a decrease in the enemy-initiated ground attacks and attacks-by-fire in Quang Tri Province.

(2). Operation NEVADA EAG:E, initiated on 17 May 1968 in Thua Thien Province, continued in 1969 as the U.S. 101st Airborne Division continued to defeat enemy personnel, and capture rice caches, material, and installations within its large area of operations, where it undertook offensive sweeps along Route 547 and around Song Bo.

(3). Two battalions of the 4th Marine Regiment were engaged in Operation SCOTLAND II. Initiated on 15 April 1968, this multi-battalion search and clear operation was centered in and around Khe Sanh.

(4). The IV Corps Tactical Zone Dry Weather Campaign began on 1 December 1968 in support of the overall mission to prevent Viet Cong units from interfering with pacification efforts. This operation, "Speedy Express," interdicted lines of enemy communication and denied him the use of base areas. In 1969 the 1st Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division continued the operation in Dinh Tuong Province, using its highly successful night ambush tactics while the 2d Brigade continued its mission with the Mobile Riverine Force. Although engagements in Operation SPEEDY EXPRESS were typically small, the 9th Infantry Division fought several sizeable engagements with impressive results.

On 23 February U.S. Navy units and installations at Da Nang, Tan An, Ben Luc, Go Dan Ha, and Tra Cu came under numerous and widespread attacks associated with a new enemy offensive, but since many units in these areas were poised to meet these attacks they caused only minimal damage. April saw the heaviest cumulative enemy activity in the barrier interdiction campaign to date.





On 13 March 1969, Spot-check inspection by Corps CMMI rating Satisfactory.



On 15 March 1969 at 0047 hours, Headquarters Battery came under ground attack at LZ Nancy, receiving 80 to 90 rounds of RPG and mortar fire.



On 20 March 1969 at 2045 hours, two 105 mm rounds landed in C Battery area – no casualties or damage in Battery area.  In the action taken – says ARVN notified at 2055 hours. 



On 31 March 1969 at 0938 hours C Battery returned to LZ Nancy from C1.  At 1335 hours C Battery closed LZ Nancy.



C Battery Status



Battery Commander, 1 Apr to 30 June 1969 was CPT Patrick W. Clark.  



XO, 1 Apr to 16 June 1969 was 1st LT Glen G. Lackey; 



XO, 16 June to 30 June 1969 was 1st LT Gordon F. Kelley. 



Asst XO, 1 Apr to 30 June 1969 was 1st LT Karl M. Kaprelien and 1st LT Elwood P. Gross.  



Forward Observers were; 1 Apr to 11 May 1969 was 1st LT Duane T. Butler, from 10 May to 15 May 1969 was 2nd LT Howard A. Riffal, 10 May to 30 June 1969 was 2nd LT Daryl L. Dering, 15 May to 30 June 1969 was 1st LT Thomas L. Aman.  



1st SGT, 1 Apr to 30 June 1969 was SFC Charles W. Weatherly.



The Battery concentrated on the efficient maintenance program this quarter.  Howitzer maintenance was outstanding with only one howitzer down for one day and the remaining weapons available the entire quarter.  Firing Battery Inspection was again successfully completed in May.  The rating was one of the highest ---.  Numerous replacements were assigned during this period and an extensive training program was initiated within the firing battery --- the new personnel with the various duties of cannoneers.



Signed Commanding, Capt, FA, Patrick W. Clark.



On 11 May 1969, early on the morning of this date, C Battery came under the attack of hostile rocket and mortar fire.  There were neither casualties nor equipment damage sustained during the hostile attack.



On 19 May 1969, during the period from 2000 hours to 0100 hours, on 19th and 20th of May 1969, C Battery again came under an extended attack with hostile rocket and mortar fire followed by a small ground reconnaissance probe into our Battery defensive wires and positions.  No casualties were suffered and equipment damages were extremely light.



On 22 May 1969, Corps Firing Battery Inspection – rating Satisfactory



On 3 June 1969, a three-man forward observer team was assigned to the Americal Division in the II Corps area of operations.  1st LT Thomas L. Aman led this team. The two other members were SGT Ronald E Baldwin and SP4 James R Eldridge.



On 11 June 1969 at 1100 hours C Battery had the extreme pleasure to host a visit from General Alan G. Pixton, XXIV Corps Arty.



After moving from C1 to Dong Ha, B Battery became the second battery to retube and become an 8-inch howitzer battery.



The battalion continued to receive very little enemy contact.  The pace of the war was gradually slowing and the first troop level reductions were being planned.  The battalion was receiving numerous commitments for forward observer parties to accompany troops on their operations.  There was a minimum of enemy activity throughout the beginning of the year and on into September.  The batteries spent most of their time strengthening defense perimeters with increased work on perimeter concertina barbed wire and trip flares.  Cyclone fencing was added to many perimeter bunkers to protect against enemy RPG’s.  Roofs were added to the bunkers to protect against rain and fighting positions were enclosed also.  Additional employment of Fougasse and claymore mines completed the improvements.

 

During this time period the 2/94th took part in Summer-Fall 1969

(06-09-69 to 10-31-69)



During the summer and fall of 1969, conduct of operations was increasingly turned over to Vietnamese, US troops withdrew in greater numbers amid reaffirmations of support for the Republic of South Vietnam government. President Nixon announced the reduction of the U.S. military presence in South Vietnam, which would be demonstrated initially by the withdrawal of 25,000 troops by 31 August 1969.

American troop strength had peaked at 543,400 in April 1969 but dropped to 505,500 by mid October. More scattered than before, enemy attacks were concentrated on South Vietnamese positions. U.S. combat deaths were down in the early fall as American units switched to small unit actions. The trend was not constant, however, because U.S. troops deaths which had fallen well below l00 a week in the fall, rose above 100 later in the year.

 

During the summer and fall of 1969 the battalion position received rocket and mortar rounds once or twice a week.  Only a few rounds were received each time and damage was negative or minor with no casualties.



C Battery Status



Battery Commander, 1 July to 12 Sep 1969, was CPT Patrick W. Clark.  13 Sep to 30 Sep 1969 was CPT Gordon F. Kelley.  



XO, 1 July to 12 Sep 1969, was CPT Gordon F. Kelley.  13 Sep to 30 Sep 1969 was 1st LT Elwood P. Gross.  



Asst XO, 1 July to 30 Sep 19 9 was 1st LT Karl M. Kaprelian.  17 Sep to 30 Sep 1969 was 1st LT James B. Mickelson.  17 Sep to 30 Sep 1969 was 2nd LT Daryl L. Dearing.



Forward Observer, 1 July to 19 Aug 1969 was 1st LT Thomas L. Aman.  21 Aug to 9 Sep 1969 was 1st LT Gene R. Glesne.  8 Sep to 30 Sep 1969 was 1st LT Charles Bridges.  1 July to 16 Sep was 2nd LT Daryl L. Dearing. 



 1st SGT, 1 July to 9 July 1969 was SFC Charles W. Weatherly.  10 July to 6 Aug 1969 was SFC Santos P.  Pascua.  7 Aug to 30 Sep 1969 was SFC Rex W. Sturgeon. 

 

In July, the Battery re-sandbagged all bunkers and gun berms in the area due to deterioration from the elements.  The perimeter guard bunkers were also completely re-constructed to give more effective coverage as well as protection.  A Satisfactory rating was received on the AGI in late July.  The Corps Firing Battery Inspection soon followed and was successfully passed in early August.  The Battery re-surfaced all the gun pads in preparation for this monsoon season.  The Corps CMMI Team inspected in early Sep and a satisfactory rating was obtained.  The perimeter was re-enforced with more emphasis placed on channalizing any hostile personnel.  

Signed by Commanding, Capt, FA Gordon F. Kelley



On 3 April 1969, at 0900, the CMMI Team arrived at Headquarters Battery and at 1500 hours, the CMMI Team departed. Battery failed the inspection - Way to go guys!



On 12 April 1969 at 1030 hours, B Battery began move from C1 to Dong Ha.  At 1200 hours, B Battery arrived at Dong Ha.  Remained at Dong Ha overnight before heading for LZ Boyd.



On 13 April 1969 at 0830 hours, B Battery began move from Dong Ha to LZ Boyd.  At 1400 hours, B Battery closed at LZ Boyd.  At 1430 hours, B Battery laid safe and ready to fire.



On 21 April 1969 at 0930 hours, B Battery began move from LZ Boyd to Gia Le.  At 1100 hours, B Battery closed at Gia Le.  At 1115, B Battery laid safe and ready to fire.



On 25 April 1969 at 0847 hours, A Battery march order.  At 0940, A Battery closed station at Camp Evans.  At 1011 hours, A Battery laid safe and ready to fire.



On 11 May 1969 at 2315 hours, A Battery received incoming.  No injuries or damage to Battery area.  



On 11 May 1969 at 2335 hours, LZ Nancy received incoming.  No rounds landed in Headquarters or C Battery area.



On 19 May 1969 at 2000 hours, C Battery and Headquarters Battery received incoming – approximately four to six rounds.  C Battery reported no casualties or damage.  Headquarters Battery reported one WIA and no damage in Battery area.



On 19 May 1969 at 2400 hours, C Battery reports two VC in wire – negative results.



On 28 May 1969 at 0345 hours, Firebase Bradley received heavy mortar and ground attack.  PFC Yamane, liaison RTO assigned to Headquarters Battery, was wounded in action and med-evaced to 18th Surgical at Camp Evans – suffered shrapnel wounds from grenade.



On 22 June 1969 at 0400 hours, LZ Nancy received four rounds of incoming – no damage or injuries in Battery area.



On 23 June 1969 at 0015 hours, A Battery received incoming – no rounds landed in Battery area.



On July 8 1969 at 0900 hours, A Battery began their move from Camp Evans to LZ Sally. At 0945 hours A Battery closed at LZ Sally. At 0958 hours A Battery laid safe and ready to fire.



On 13 July 1969 at 2045 hours, four rounds of unknown caliber hostile rocket or mortar fire impacted in the C Battery area.  There were no casualties or equipment damages sustained during the hostile attack.



On 14 July 1969, LTC William H. Krueger assumed command from LTC Courant.  Fourteen days later the new battalion commandeer saw the battalion receive their Annual General Inspection. All batteries received superior ratings in all areas.



On 14 July 1969 on this morning C Battery participated in the Battalion Commander’s change of command ceremony.  We bid farewell to LTC Courant and extended a warm welcome to LTC Krueger.



On 14 July 1969 at 1000 hours, LTC Krueger assumed command of the battalion.  At 1015 hours, LTC Courant departed for a new assignment. At 1315 hours, SFC Ortiz promoted to 1st SGT.



On 15 July 1969 at 0830 hours, Chu Hoi taken just outside perimeter of Headquarters Battery.



On 28 July 1969, LTC Walker commanded the annual Adjutant General’s Inspection Team.  The unit’s overall rating was Very Satisfactory.



On 7 August 1969, Corps Firing Battery Inspection rating Satisfactory. 



On 21 August 1969, COL Cartright, 108th Arty Group Commander, visited our unit.  His visit was of a complimentary nature to congratulate the Officers and Enlisted Men for their continued successful completion -- accomplishment of all missions.



On 21 August 1969 from 2130 to 0600 hours on the 21st and 22nd of August 1969, this unit participated in a search conducted to locate a small reconnaissance probe which penetrated the perimeter wires and positions of the landing zone. 

  

On 24 Aug 1969 at 1400 hours, MAJ D.I. Runey S3 departed to CONUS.  CPT Nowels assumed the S3 duties. 



On 31 August 1969 at 1500 hours, MAJ Bird arrived at Headquarters Battery and assumed the S3 duties from CPT Nowels.



On 4 September 1969 – Corps CMMI Inspection rating Satisfactory.



On 23 September 1969 a three-man Forward Observer Team was attached to the 2nd of the 7th ARVN Armored Calvary Regiment.  1st LT Charles Bridges led this team. The two other members were CPL Robert A. Underwood and Specialist Stephen J. Heyward. 



Enemy rockets continued to be sporadic with a few rounds impacting in and around positions every few days.



On 1 October 1969, a Change of Command Ceremony was held at 1300 hours at the Service Battery area on Dong Ha Combat Base.  CPT Vernon B. Hanson assumed command.  CPT Paul Kretschmar was re-assigned to HQ & HQ Battery to become the Battalion Motor Officer.



Letter dated Oct the 2nd 1969 

Department of the Army

Battery C, 2nd Bn 94th Arty



Subject:  Battery News Report

Charlie Battery has had a quiet month.  CPT Clark, the most respected Commander departed for home.  The whole Battery wished his continued success in his career.  CPT Kelley returned from his 30-day leave in the States, a married man, to take over as Battery Commander.  Two LT’s arrived, new in country.  LT Mickelson took over a shift in FDC, replacing LT Gross, who moved up to XO, when LT Kaprelian left.  But not much has been seen of LT Bridges, who went out as a Forward Observer after being in Battery only a little over two weeks.  Toward the end of the month, he was back again for two days and is now out again.  The Battery was happy when the large number of allocations for SP4 came down, the first in many months.  Item of interest was the Pacific Stars and Stripe reporter, who spent a night at LZ Nancy on his trip to Saigon.  We were glad for the mention in Stars and Stripes but didn’t really appreciate the statement that the war is over for Charlie Battery.  We still pump out rounds for those who ask and even surprised one man who had to ask twice before he could believe that 8 inch’ers could fire 27 rounds in four minutes.  The question that everyone is asking is “When are we going to move?”  Seems maybe the war isn’t over for Charlie Battery.  We never thought it was.



Signed by 1st LT, FA, Fire Direction Control Officer, James B. Mickelson



On 3 October 1969, on or about 2330 hours, Dong Ha Combat Base received three incoming rocket rounds.  Negative damage.



On 4 October 1969, 4th General Pixton, XXIV Corps Arty Commander, visited our unit.  His visit was to inspect for existing drainage facilities in the howitzer positions with the oncoming monsoon season.  His comments were of a variable nature. (Meaning what?)



On 7 October 1969, SP5 Rex Hanes was re-enlisted for six years.  Ceremony was performed in a helicopter above the DMZ.



On 14 October 1969, on or about 0600 hours, two incoming rockets hit about 500 meters from the Service Battery area.  Minor damage reported.



On 10 October 1969 Battalion Commander of the 63rd Maintenance visited our unit to inquire about the quality of 3rd echelon support we were receiving from his unit.



On 11 October 1969 US Army Calibration Team visited our unit and calibrated all four howitzers.  They condemned Gun #2 for a faulty tube and we replaced the tube in the same day.



On 11 October 1969 – WO1 Joe L. Turner was assigned to Service Battery and assumed the duties of Supply Technician in the Battalion Supply section.



On 14 October 1969, on or about 0600 hours, two incoming rockets hit about 500 meters from the Service Battery area.  Minor damage reported.



On 18 October 1969 1st LT Bridges and PFC Ellis were sent to the 108th Arty Group to work in the Fire Support Coordination Center.



On 22 October 1969, on or about 0400 hours, Dong Ha Combat Base received incoming mortar rounds.  No casualties and no damage.



On 23 October 1969, on or about 0930 hours, Dong Ha Combat Base received one incoming rocket.  The rocket hit in a Marine area about 1000 meters from Service Battery. Results, two US KIA’s, eight US WIA’s – seven of which were evacuated in critical condition.



On 27 October 1969 at 1210 hours, fired supporting missions for 41 ARVN Regiment - Grid 374224/368243 – results were 23 KIA and four mortars captured.  Must have been C Battery?  (Unfortunately – doesn’t tell about who did the firing – I guess the whole battalion did - but they’ve got here is a Arty SitRep – at 2300 hours – 262300 - 272300 Oct 69, 2CFM12ACQ, 35 C Battery, enter 13, 1sp, 2 ARVN support targets, with 603 rounds expended. – So you guys in FDC can decipher what all that is – might want to put it in here someday.)



On 31 October 1969, Gun #4 of A Battery fired the battalion’s 300,000th round.  Present for the ceremony were LTG Melvin Zais, Commanding General XXIV Corps, BG Allan G. Pixen, Commanding General XXIV Corps Artillery, COL R.C. Cartwright, Commanding Officer, 108th Artillery Group and COL Moore, 101st Division Artillery.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Winter-Spring

(11-01-69 to 04-30-70)

An increase in enemy-initiated attacks, at the highest level since 4-5 September signaled the start of the first phase of the Communist winter campaign. This was highlighted by intensified harassment incidents, and attacks throughout the Republic of Vietnam. In November-December these were heaviest in Corps Tactical Zones III and IV (around Saigon), primarily directed against Vietnamese military installations in order to disrupt the pacification program. The most significant enemy activity occurred in November with heavy attacks upon By Prang and Duc Lap in CTZ II (Central Vietnam).

By February 1970 the focus of enemy activity began to shift to CTZ I and II. Attacks increased steadily, reaching a peak in April 1970. Hostile forces staged their heaviest attacks in the Central Highlands near Civilian Irregular Defense Group camps at Dak Seang, Dak Pek, and Ben Het in I CTZ. The enemy also conducted numerous attacks by fire and several sapper attacks against U.S. fire support bases. This high level of enemy activity began in I CTZ in April and continued through May.

During the period 1 November 1969 through 30 April 1970 U.S. and allied forces concentrated on aggressive operations to find and destroy enemy main and local forces, the penetration of base camps and installations and the seizure of enemy supplies and materiel. These operations sought to deny the enemy the initiative and to inflict heavy losses in men and materiel. Further progress was made in Vietnamization through improving the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces. As a result of these advances three brigades of the 1st U.S. Infantry Division and several major U.S.M.C. units were withdrawn from Vietnam during this period.

The enemy made several efforts to take the offensive at Dak Seang, which was attacked on 1 April 1970 and remained under siege throughout the month, and at Quang Duc in the By Prong-Duc Lap area which ended on 28 December. Only Vietnamese forces were engaged in both of these operations, the Quang Duc campaign involving some 12,000 ARVN troops. South Vietnamese forces again took the offensive on 14 April in a bold 3-day operation in the Angel's Wing area along the Cambodian border. The Vietnamese Army completed this mission in an aggressive professional manner without U.S. support—further evidence of their growing proficiency.



At the beginning of November 1969, Headquarters Battery began preparing for movement to Camp Evans on 5 December 1969.



Service Battery would also move to Camp Evans where the two batteries would be co-located.  They would remain in this position until 24 February 1970 when they would move into joint location at Dong Ha Combat Base.



On 2 November 1969, SSG James K. Martin joined Service Battery as 1st Cook.



On 8 November 1969, WO1 Leonard A. Brase was promoted to W2.



On 11 November 1969, on or about 1900 hours, Dong Ha Combat Base received three incoming rockets.  Minor damage.



On 14 November 1969, SP5 Oliver Thompson from Chucky, Tennessee, chief computer operator for Charlie Battery was killed when the APC he was riding on overturned and crushed him.



On 14 November 1969 at 2300 hours, one man was killed in the line of duty on LZ Nancy.  Proper authorities were notified.  Soldier killed was SP5 Oliver Nathan Thompson from Chucky Tennessee.



On 14 November 1969 General Pixton, XXIV Arty Commander, visited our unit.  His visit was of a complimentary nature to congratulate the Officers and Enlisted Men for their continued successful accomplishment of their primary mission.  SP5 Oliver N. Thompson, Chief Computer for the Fire Direction Center, died in an accident on this day.  The accident occurred within the LZ and the crash involved the M577 (Command Post Carrier – modified M113 APC variant).



On 15 November 1969 at 1045 hours, C Battery completed their move to the new location and guns were laid and safe by 1115 hours.  Assume they completed move to Nancy.  (Unfortunately, this daily journal does not have a new location name – I will have to continue on here to see if I can find it.)



On 15 November 1969 C Battery moved approximately 1000 meters into a new Battery position within the same LZ.



On 17 November 1969 at 1130 hours, Bn CO, Bn S3, and Group Commander arrived at the C Battery for memorial services for previous KIA.



On 17 November 1969 a memorial service was held in the new C Battery  position for SP5 Thompson.  Conducting the services were the two 108th Arty Group chaplains. 



On 19 November 1969 at 1830 hours, individual from C Battery spotted one suspect NVA (at FSB Nancy one km from trash dump).



On 23 November 1969, SSG Serge Binetsky joined Service Battery and assumed the duties of Personnel SGT.



On 25 November 1969 COL Hixon, the new XXIV Corps Arty Commander, and COL Jennings, the Deputy Corps Arty Commander, visited our unit.  Both were greatly impressed with the progress made in only ten days of occupation within the unit position.



On 26 November 1969, on or about 0200 hours, six rounds of incoming impacted on Dong Ha Combat Base.  Negative damage.



On 27 November 1969 COL Hixon visited our area for Thanksgiving.  He was pleased with our mess hall facilities and the display within the mess hall.



On 27 November 1969, the Battalion Commander, LTC Krueger, visited Service Battery during the Thanksgiving dinner. 



On 28 November 1969 at 0700 hours, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery departed LZ Nancy to new location at Camp Evans.  At 0800 hours closed at Camp Evans.



On 1 December 1969, SFC James Whitfield joined Service Battery.  SFC Whitfield is training to take the position of Motor Maintenance SGT.



On 5 December 1969, at about 0800 hours, the Service Battery convoy left Dong Ha Combat Base.  Service Battery moved to Camp Evans to be co-located with HQ & HQ Battery.



On 5th December 1969 A Bn CMMI and AGI Inspection was conducted.  Rating given was Satisfactory.



On 6 December 1969 COL Cartright, 108th Arty Group Commander paid us a complimentary visit.



On 6 December 1969, SSG James K. Martin departed to B Battery to assume duties as their Mess Steward.



On 8 December 1969, SSG Fermin Canales joined Service Battery as 1st Cook.



On 10 December 1969, SFC Jack Jones departed for CONUS.  SFC Jones will retire in February.  SSG Fermin Canales assumed the duties of Mess Steward.



On 16 December 1969 Another visit by COL Cartright.  He stressed the standardization of the howitzer positions.

  

On 19 December 1969 Received a warning order for a pending artillery raid for this unit.  We were slated to deploy between FSB Barbara and our present location.



On 21 December 1969, on or about 0030 hours, Camp Evans went on Red Alert as 50 enemy soldiers were spotted outside the wire.  ARA was employed, results Negative.



On 25 December 1969, Christmas packages from the American Red Cross were handed out to the personnel of Service Battery. (We did not get any in 67?)



Service Battery



During the quarter, Service Battery did not suffer any casualties from combat action.  The highlight of the quarter was the move from Dong Ha Combat Base to Camp Evans.  This move allowed the Battalion Personnel Section and the Battalion Maintenance Section to rejoin Service Battery.  The personnel of the Service Battery are constantly striving to improve the area and we look forward to many improvements in the New Year.  

Signed by Commanding, CPT, FA Vernon B. Hanson



 

On 25 December 1969 COL Jennings, COL Cartright, and LTC Krueger visited our unit to extend a Merry Christmas to all personnel. 

 

On 29 December 1969 2nd LT Brake returned from his FO duty at Mai Loc, RVN to work as a Fire Direction Officer in our unit.



On 30 December 1969 COL Cartwright again visited our position and he emphasized that the war was over for us and inspected maintenance and mess hall facilities.  He expressed an interest in load plans of our unit. 



(Confusing to say the least. Do you suppose that it was in works for the Battalion to leave RVN in early 70 and then it was cancelled?)(I know 1/40 was stood down in 69.) (May have been part of the 3rd MAF stand down?)





C Battery Personnel Assignment and Duty Changes



Battery Commander, 1 Oct to 31 Dec 1969, CPT Gordon F. Kelley.  



XO, 1 Oct to 31 Dec 1969, 1st LT Elwood P. Gross. 



Assistant XO, 1 Oct to 31 Dec 1969 were 1st LT James R. Mickelson and 2nd LT Daryl L. Dearing.  



Forward Observer, 1 Oct to 31 Dec 1969, was 1st LT Charles Bridges.  17 Oct to 31 Dec 1969 was 2nd LT Charles Brake.  10 Nov to 31 Dec 1969 was 2nd LT Sam Tomich.  



1st SGT, 1 Oct to 31 Dec 1969, was SFC Rex W. Sturgeon.



In October, the Battery installed escape tunnels in all personnel bunkers within our previous position.  In November, the Battery re-deployed on LZ Nancy to a position adjacent to the 14th Engineer Bn and HQ of the 1st ARVN Regt.  This rapid, expert construction of personnel bunkers by members of this Battery brought many favorable comments from all interested persons.  The trend throughout this quarter was to place more emphasis on training and beautification of the area.  Artillery concepts have changed somewhat towards the utilization of mobile rather than fixed positions of artillery.  The Forward Observer commitment has increased notably during this quarter.  Continued emphasis is being given towards the strengthening of the Battery defensive positions, to include the firing of direct fire ICM rounds.  Installation of more concertina wire and overall more care in preventing sapper penetration.  

Signed by Acting Commander, 1st Lt, FA Elwood P. Gross



On 2 January 1970, LTC James N. Hale replaced LTC Krueger as Battalion Commander.  LTC Kruger was reassigned to G-3, USARV.  LTC Hale’s stay with the 2/94th was short lived.  On 3 February 1970 he departed and was reassigned to the 1/5th Infantry while Major Ferguson took command of the battalion.



The battalion had been receiving almost no enemy activity, except for the ever-present danger of land mines.  Several injuries were received in various incidents and road travel was very hazardous.



On 5 January 1970, SFC James Whitfield assumed duties as 1st SGT of Service Battery replacing 1st SGT Hector Ortis.



On 5 January 1970 at 0800 hours, B Battery departs Gia.  At 0945 hours B Battery arrives Camp Evans.  At 1445 hours B Battery departed Camp Evans for FSB Anne.  At 1615 hours B Battery arrives FSB Sharon.

 

On 6 January 1970 at 0900 hours, B Battery departed FSB Sharon for FSB Anne.  At 1745 hours, B Battery closed FSB Anne.

  

On 11 January 1970 at 0900 hours, B Battery displaced from FSB Anne to LZ Nancy.  At 1515 hours, B Battery closed LZ Nancy.



On 12 January 1970 at 0830 hours, B Battery displaced from LZ Nancy for home station.  At 1115 hours, B Battery closed home station. (Home Station not given?)  



On 13 January 1970 at 1600 hours, LTC Hale assumed command of the battalion.  



On 13 January at 1630 hours, C Battery re-tubed two guns to 175 mm.



On 15 January 1970 at 0810 hours, C Battery departed LZ Nancy for FSB Sharon.  At 1245 hours, C Battery departed FSB Sharon for FSB Anne.  At 1715 hours C Battery closed at FSB Anne.  



On 16 January 1970 B Battery displaced two guns to Bastogne.  At 1420 hours, two guns from B Battery closed Bastogne.



On 21 January 1970 at 0715 hours A Battery displaced to coord YD39473835 for artillery raid.  At 1220 hours A Battery closed. (FSB Negg?)



On 25 January 1970 at 0950 hours, A Battery departs FSB Negg.  At 1100 hours, A Battery closed FSB Sharon.



On 26 January 1970, 2nd LT Sam Tomich assumed duties as Battalion Ammunition Officer replacing 1st LT William Davis who was re-assigned to A Battery.



On 1 February 1970, a change of Command Ceremony was held at 1300 hours at the Service Battery area at Camp Evans.  CPT Paul A. Ogle Jr. assumed command.  CPT Vernon B. Hanson was re-assigned to HQ Battery as Asst S3.



On 3 February 1970, LTC Hale’s departed and was reassigned while Major Ferguson took command of the battalion.

 

On 3 February at 1600 hours, CO departs for 108th Arty Group.  LTC Hale assumes command of 108th Arty Group.  MAJ Ferguson assumes command of 2nd 94th.



On 8 February 1970, CW2 Leonard Brase departed for CONUS – CW3 Paul Boothe was assigned to Service Battery and assumed the duties of the Maintenance Technician in the Battalion Maintenance section replacing CW2 Brase.



On 10 February 1970, B Battery received a CMMI, and received a 94% the highest score for any unit in I corps.  



On 11 February 1970, SFC Thomas C. Russo joined Service Battery from CONUS.



On 12 February at 0800 hours, MAJ Bondshu assumes the duties of Battalion S3.



On 13 February 1970, B Battery displaced to the old Marine base camp, JJ Carroll.



On 14 February 1970, SFC William G. Gandy departed for CONUS.  SFC Russo replaced him as Battalion Motor SGT.



On 16 February at 1355 hours, A Battery departed LZ Anne.  At 1505 hours, Gun B3, M107, hit land mine at Grid YD326425.  One-man med-evaced to 18th Surgical, injuries slight. M107 damaged. Track, road wheel and spade cylinders blown off.  At 1645 hours, an M42A1 Duster, pulling ammo trailer, detonated mine vicinity Grid YD326445.  Two men WIA.  One one-half ton trailer destroyed.  At 1715 hours, mine sweep team found a mine, type unknown, destroyed in place.  At 1725 hours, Bn CO request ARA along route of March for A Battery.  At 2115 hours last vehicle closed LZ Sharon.  



On 18 February 1970 at 1200 hours C Battery #1 Gun is up.  At 1310 hours B Battery #2 Gun is up.



On 23 February 1970, SSG James Wework joined Service Battery as Assistant Supply SGT in the Battalion Supply Section.



On 28 February 1970, XXIV Corps became effective under USARV.  It is thought the 108th Artillery Group was attached to the XXIV Corps Artillery (for all purposes) at this time.



On 28 February 1970, at 0800 hours, the convoy left Camp Evans to be co-located with HQ & HQ Battery at Dong Ha Combat Base.



Letter dated 28 Feb 1970 from the HQ’s of the 108th Artillery Group 

To the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Bn 94th Artillery:



This letter is forwarded with great pleasure and I note with satisfaction the fine spirit of cooperation displayed by the officers and men of your organization.  The support rendered the 6th Bn 33rd Arty during Keystone Blue Jay exemplifies the finest traditions of the services.  Congratulations for a job well done.  Signed by Commanding, Col, FA, Milton E. Key.



(Evidently, we must have supported the 6th of the 33rd Arty) --- unfortunately, it doesn’t give us any batteries --- just that it’s the 2nd 94th Arty and cooperation and assistance during the battalion’s Keystone Blue jay activities.  As the 6th Bn 33rd Arty returns it’s colors to CONUS for inactivation, the former members of the battalion will long remember your outstanding cooperation and valuable assistance during the unit’s last days in the Republic of Vietnam.  



The phase-out of this battalion’s personnel and the turnover of facilities of Dong Ha Combat Base were successful only because of your assistance and cooperation in both the planning and the execution of phases of the operation.  Your assistance in improving vehicles and drivers during the battalion’s last few days at Dong Ha was most critical and greatly appreciated. – So evidently we must have helped them move out – leave Vietnam –



On 1 March 1970, the battalion received its eighth battalion commander since reactivation.  LTC Edward G. Brantley assumed command of one of the finest artillery units in the US Army.



On 1 March 1970, 1st LTC Brantley assumed command of the Battalion.  LTC Hale was re-assigned to the 5th of the 4th.





On 10 March 1970 at 0730 hours B Battery began moving.  At 0740 hours B Battery CO reported passing CP1.  At 0745 hours at CP2.  At 0755 hours CP3.  At 0810 hours B Battery closed FSB Elliot.  At 0824 hours, B Battery laid safe and ready to fire.



On 10 March 1970, SFC Donald Ingemansen joined the battery.  SFC Ingemansen assumed duties as Battalion Supply SGT.



On 13 March 1970 at 1340 hours, B Battery Gun #4, 8 inch re-tube at FSB Elliot.

  

On 14 March 1970 at 1040 hours, B Battery Gun #3 departed 178th Maint for Camp Carroll with escort from B Battery.



On 15 March 1970 at 0800 hours, C Battery displaced from LZ Nancy for C1.  At 1000 hours C Battery closed C1.  



On 15 March 1970 at 1350 hours B Battery displaced from FSB Elliot to Camp Carroll.  At 1455 hours B Battery closed Camp Carroll.



On 15 March 1970, Service Battery supported C Battery in its move to C1.



On 17 March 1970, SFC James Whitfield departed for CONUS. 



On 16 March 1970, SFC Rex Sturgeon assumed duties as 1st SGT of Service Battery replacing SFC James Whitfield



On 21 March 1970 at 0830 hours Bn survey team started establishing Ops at Camp Red Devil.  At 1700 hours Bn survey completed two Ops at Camp Red Devil.



Since the first of the year B Battery had participated in three artillery raids: LZ Anne (January 7-10 1970), LZ Bastogne (January 23-25 1970), and the Rockpile (March 10-15 1970).  The unit suffered one wounded causality when Gun #3 struck a mine returning from the raid at LZ Anne.



An actual account of a B Battery Officer that was on all three raids- I was with Bravo on all three raids.  However I was not on the road back from Anne as I was choppered back to Phu Bai to take over as XO and prepare for our move back to Carroll.  From what I remember being told, the gun rolled over a booby-trapped aerial bomb and was command detonated and one of the gun crew riding on the track was wounded.  



That particular gun was the one that exploded some weeks later during a fire mission while at Carroll.  It was eventually determined that the jolt of the mine explosion weakened the barrel because the barrel was locked down during transit.  Eventually, the weaken barrel just broke during a firing.  No one was injured in that event but our perimeter opened up like the battery had taken a direct hit and we were under assault.



I also remember listening to A Battery on the radio when the breech exploded on 29 April, described below.  As I remember, the barrel and breech had come from the Marines and there were no good records as to the number of rounds fired -- the breech failed from too many rounds.



On 30 March 1970 at 0900 hours, A Battery departed FSB Sharon for FSB Barbara.  At 1032 hours, A Battery arrived LZ Nancy.   At 1123 hours, A Battery departed LZ Nancy.  At 1730 hours, A Battery closed FSB Barbara.



SERVICE BATTERY AWARDS

During the month of April 1970, the following individuals were awarded the Army Commendation Medal



SGT William J. Gibson, SGT Larry W. Pait, SP5 John J. Dallas, SP5 Carter D. Morse, SP4 Carol W. Bowen, and SP4 Frank G. Kursay. 



On 3 April 1970 at 1155 hours, report of a vehicle in supply convoy to FSB Barbara carrying ammo hit mine.  Called in by Thunder Chief.  Two men evacuated, not serious.  CP #5, Grid 380379 – doesn’t say if it was one of ours in the convoy or who it may have been.  At 1330 hours, the convoy closed FSB Barbara.  At 1615, convoy departed FSB Barbara.  At? hours convoy closed at Nancy.  All vehicles accounted for at 1945 hours.

 

On 6 April 1970, at 1045 hours, B Battery at Carroll taking incoming rounds.



On 7 April 1970, at 1535 hours, B Battery at Carroll taking incoming rounds.



On 8 April 1970, for you guys that were on FSB Barbara – at 0800 hours, your visibility was 25 meters the ceiling was zero!  I guess that’s what you would call having your head up in the clouds! 



On 8 April 1970, at 1245 hours, M110 Howitzer from C Battery detonated unknown type or size land mine.  Right rear road wheel and track blown off, hull cracked, one casualty med-evaced to 18th Surgical.  No name given. (Need to find where)  (May have been move from Dong Ha to C1 after tube changes.)



On 8 April 1970, at 1600 hours, B Battery at Carroll reports more incoming, no damage.



On 10 April 1970 at 1100 hours, M88 returning from FSB Barbara, at Grid 380 and 379 hit unknown size and type mine.  One road wheel and track blown off.  No injuries.

  

On 10 April 1970 at 1440 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming rounds.  At 1503 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported more incoming rounds.  



On 10 April 1970 at 1930 hours, C Battery received a new M110.  Closed at C1.  



On 13 April 1970 at 1415 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming rounds.  At 1500 hours, B Battery reported more incoming rounds – several volleys.  



On 13 April 1970 at 1545 hours, C Battery at C1 reported incoming rounds.



On 14 April 1970 at 1130 hours, a message from a Lt Ross, a forward observer with A/2/17th Cavalry, indicates 4 NVA KIA. 



On 15 April 1970, Grid YD 133409 captured one map of Camp Carroll showing perimeter wire and bunkers, suspect recon team. 1340 hours, B Battery #2 gun, USA #12GT30 replaced tube 175mm.  1445 hours received Frag Order from S3, 108th Arty Group - Re-tube B Battery #2 gun from 175mm gun to 8 inch.



On 16 April 1970 at 1510 hours, B Battery completed re-tubing two guns from 175 to 8 inch.  B Battery is now all 8-inch guns.



On 17 April 1970 at 0925 hours, notified F Battery 26th Arty we were replacing one of their men at LZ Sarge with SP4 Jackson.



On 20 April 1970 at 1115 hours convoy departed LZ Nancy.  Convoy went in to Barbara, left there at 1600 to 1635 hours.  They closed at LZ Nancy at 1830 hours.   At 2010 hours, from A Battery, gun slid off into ditch.  Two dozers could not pull out.  A Battery CO setting up NDP at that position now.



On 20 April 1970, a Change of Command ceremony was held at 1300 hours in the Service Battery area at Dong Ha Combat Base.  CPT Steven O. Mihajlovits assumed command replacing CPT Paul A. Ogle. 



On 21 April 1970 at 1840 hours, M110 will be pulled back to Barbara by bulldozer.

  

On 24 April 1970 at 1105 hours, M88 hit mine vicinity CP 7, no injuries, blew track and road wheel, left side.



On 27 April 1970 at 1155 hours, B Battery at Carroll received three rounds incoming. No damage.



On 29 April 1970 at 0130 hours the breechblock of a 175mm gun in A Battery blew off the back during a fire mission at FSB Barbara, killing two and wounding three others.  The wounded were evacuated.  The battery fought for six hours to put out the flames and move powder and projectiles, which were in close proximity of the burning gun.  Those A Battery members killed were SP4 Willie Austin Jr. from Mount Vernon, Alabama and SGT Paul Kosanke from Eldora, Indiana.



US Army #12A57868, Tube #6283, Breech 4522, Inspection #8767855.  Powder lot #BAJ66383-68.  Projectile lot #?



On 30 April 1970 at 1010 hours, B Battery departed Camp Carroll for mini-raid positions.  At 1155 hours, mini-raid terminated.  Returned to Camp Carroll.  26 rounds expended.  At 1320 hours, B Battery mini-raid closed at Camp Carroll.  At 1615 hours, B Battery reported incoming rounds.



On 30 April 1970, 1st SGT Herman G. Madden assigned to Service Battery, assuming duties of 1st SGT, replacing SFC Rex Sturgeon.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Sanctuary Counteroffensive

(05-01-70 to 06-30-70)

This campaign was mainly concerned with the Allied incursion into Cambodia, codenamed Operation ROCK CRUSHER. As American withdrawal from South Vietnam proceeded, increasing concern arose over the enemy's strength in the sanctuaries inside Cambodia. With the emergence in Cambodia of an antiCommunist government under Lon Nol, President Nixon relaxed the restrictions on moving against the bases inside Cambodia. Meanwhile, the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong began to move on the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh. At this juncture Lon Nol appealed to the United States for help. American and allied Vietnamese forces began large-scale offensives in Cambodia on 1 May. Eight major US Army and South Vietnamese operations took place in Cambodia in May and June with the object of cutting enemy communication lines, seizing the sanctuary areas and capturing the shadowy Central Office for South Vietnam (COSVN) described as the control center for enemy military operations against III CTZ.

 

The battalion MEDCAP program which was begun late in April to provide assistance to a Catholic Dispensary in Cam Lo was continued on a twice a week basis throughout May and June of 1970.  The number of patients treated on these MEDCAPs averaged from 5 to 15.



Rocket and mortar attacks occurred with frequently during the period 1-8 may 1970.  JJ Carroll, C1, and Dong Ha Combat Base all received incoming during this period.



SERVICE BATTERY AWARDS

During the month of May 1970, the following individuals were awarded the Army Commendation Medal



SP4 Gerald Collins and SP4 Thomas D. Herr 

 

On 4 May 1970 at 1850 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming.



 On 5 May 1970 at 1040 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming rounds. At 1230 hours, SP4 Evans, A Battery, assigned duties as RTO, Liaison Section, at Mai Loc.



On 7 May 1970 at 1715 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming.  You guys need to move – Charlie knows where you are!



On 8 May 1970 at 1825 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming rounds.

  

On 9 May 1970 at 1830 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming rounds.



On 12 May 1970, C Battery retubed two 8-inch howitzers with two 175mm tubes to become a composite 8-inch/175mm battery until 23 May 1970 at which time they retubed again and moved to C2 with four 8-inch howitzers.



On 14 May 1970 at 1140 hours, C Battery #4 Gun, 8-inch tube replaced at C1??? Dong Ha?



On 14 May 1970, at 1500 hours, M107 from A Battery re-tube at LZ Nancy.



On 17 May 1970, an NVA platoon was sighted outside the perimeter at JJ Carroll.  The platoon fired approximately 10-12 RPG rounds and 75-80 mortar rounds during the action.  Dusters and M79 fire dispersed the platoon and no serious damage was reported.



On 18 May 1970, the battalion participated in a 24-hour cease-fire in honor of Buddha’s birthday, commencing at 1200 hours.



On 21 May 1970 at 1000 hours, B Battery at Carroll reported incoming rounds.  Reported negative damages or casualties.



On 22 May 1970 at 1005 hours, drivers dispatched from Service Battery to LZ Nancy.  At 1100, drivers arrived at Nancy.  At 1125 hours, began shuttling drivers to FSB Barbara by helicopter to drive vehicles.  One of the vehicles was a two and a half ton, which had a blown engine.  They got back to base at LZ Nancy at 1545 hours.  Just thought I’d put that in for a little memory jogger for you Service guys!



On 23 May 1970 at 1545 hours, A Battery moved from FSB Barbara to C1 on 23 May 1970 with two 8-inch howitzers and two 175mm guns. 



An actual account of a cannoneer with A/2/94 during an operation to Barbara. During April or late May we hit a land mine going back up to FSB Barbara.  The gun was totaled and one of our E5’s was severely wounded, possible KIA, (name unknown at this time).  He had only been in country a short while. 



On 25 May 1970, SP4 Gary R. Moschak, Service Battery was involved in an accident in which he was seriously injured when his weapon discharged, wounding him.  He was transported to the 95th Surgical Hospital in Quang Tri RVN.



On 25 May 1970, XXIV Corps Inspector General visited Service Battery and informed the 1st SGT as to what would be looked for during the next IO.

  

On 26 Mary 1970 at 1430 hours, a message from Battalion S3:  LNO, LZ Sharon, reported truck, utility, quarter ton, stolen between the hours of 1900, 25 May and 0700, 26 May.  Secure the US Army # and call MPs.  At 1445, received USA #3M6689, A Battery bumper #A-6 from A Battery.  Company transmitted info to Battalion S3.  At 1600, reported stolen vehicle to MP Station Dong Ha.  Did A Battery ever get that vehicle back???



SERVICE BATTERY AWARDS

During the month of June 1970, the following individuals were awarded the  

Bronze Star



SFC Percy L. Carithers III and SSG Charles L. Collins Jr.



SERVICE BATTERY AWARDS

During the month of June 1970, the following individuals were awarded the  

Army Commendation Medal



SP4 Carl H. Gaedke, SP4 Allen M. Mackiewizc, SP4 James A. Morris, SP4 Romero O. Soto, and SP5 Miseal Z. Morrio. 



On 3 June 1970 a C Battery platoon displaced from C2 with two 8-inch howitzers to FSB Daytona.  The C Battery platoon supported an operation conducted by the 5th ARVN Regiment until 17 June 1970, at which time they left FSB Daytona. The two 8 inch howitzers displaced to C1 to provide additional fire support for an operation to be conducted by the 7th ARVN Cavalry.  This operation never took place and the howitzers returned to C2 on 20 June 1970.



On 3 June 1970 at 0925 hours, C Battery advance party married up with 5th of the 4th Arty (155mm SP) advance party.  At 1015 hours, advance party closed Mai Loc. At 1040 hours, C Battery main body departed C2.  At 1320 hours, C Battery closed forward position at Mai Loc.



On 3 June 1970, 1st LT Stewart S. Drange assigned as Battalion Ammunition Officer replacing 1st LT Samuel M. Tomich who departed for the states.



On 8 June 1970, the battalion began its first week of classes at the 108th Artillery Group Firing Section Chief School.  The battalion operated the school for the entire 108th Artillery Group, and by the end of July 1970 80 men were graduated from the course.



On 9 June 1970 at 1015 hours an M110 departed from C2 for C Battery forward position south of Mai Loc.  At 12 ---, hours convoy closed Mai Loc.  At 1240 hours, the convoy departed Mai Loc for Denver.  1450 hours, convoy closed Denver.  Off-loading; will be ready to depart in approximately forty minutes.  At 1600 hours, convoy departed C Battery forward position, Denver, for Mai Loc.  At 1655 hours, convoy closed Mai Loc.  Was there a FSB Denver???  And was Denver the old Delta-5?  Or was Mai Loc the old Delta-5?



An actual account of a Service Battery member on that raid.  Looking at the map you sent, my guess is that where the Mai Loc raid took place was probably Denver. However, no name was attached to the place then that I can remember.



Just Southwest of Carroll, there was a Special Forces camp outside of Mai Loc village. We trucked ammo to that spot and offloaded to M548's, except we did drive two 5-tons to the site, I was one of the ammo guys that went to the site.



It was an approximate 45 min drive from the offload site (Mai Loc village) through Indian country to where the guns were to be located. I remember that raid more than others because of an incident that happened to me. While we at Mai Loc, I got a care package from home. My thoughtful Dad packaged a bottle of Jack Daniels in the package. I removed my flak jacket and carefully wrapped the bottle in the flak jacket and placed on the front seat of my 5-ton. Someone, in a hurry, threw a case of small arms ammo into the truck and there went my bottle! I did have a great smelling flak jacket for a couple of weeks!



On 15 June 1970, SP4 Carl H. Gaedke, Service Battery was involved in an automobile-pedestrian accident injuring three Vietnamese nationals. 



On 26 June 1970, COL Greer, XXIV Corps Arty Executive Officer, inspected Service Battery.



Entries for 1 July to 6 July 1970 are missing.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Counteroffensive, Phase VII

(07-01-70 to 06-30-71)





Fighting continued in Cambodia during early February before and after South Vietnam began its U.S.-aided drive in Laos, Lam Son 719, and the most significant operation during this campaign.

Lam Son 719 was conducted out of I Corps by Vietnamese troops with US fire and air support. Their object was to cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail and to destroy enemy bases at Techepone, Laos. The operation consisted of four phases. In Phases I, called Operation DEWEY CANYON II, the 1st Brigade, US 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) occupied the Khe Sanh area and cleared Route No. 9 up to the Laotian border. In the meantime, the US 101st Airborne Division conducted diversionary operations in the A Shau Valley. The US 45th Engineer Group had the mission of repairing Route No. 9 up to the Laotian border. This lasted from 30 January to 7 February 1971. During Phase II US forces continued to provide fire support, helilift, and tactical and strategic air support for ARVN units. This phase was 8 February to March 1971. Phase III ran from March to 16 March 1971; Phase IV was the withdrawal phase.

Faced with mounting losses, Lt. Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam, the commander of the invasion forces, decided to cut short the operation and ordered a withdrawal.

Lam Son 719, though it was less than a signal success, forestalled a Communist offensive in the spring of 1971. Enemy units and replacements enroute south were diverted to the scene of the action





On 4 July 1970, the battalion commander, LTC Brantley left the battalion.  He left the battalion in command of Major James Laslie, Jr.  LTC Brantley assumed the duties of senior artillery advisor for the I Corps Artillery (ARVN).



On 7 July 1970 at 1550 hours, ammo truck explosion.

  

On 7 July 1970 at 1135 hours, gun #C3 arrived in position at C2.

  

On 24 July 1970 at 0900 hours, C Battery leaves C2 for FSB Nancy. At 1231 hours, C Battery closes in FSB Nancy.



On 26 July 1970, LTC John T. Oates assumed command from Major Laslie.  LTC Oates had just arrived in Vietnam after having graduated from the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth.  Major Laslie resumed his duties as Executive Officer.



Letter dated 28 July 1970 from the HQ’s of the 108th Artillery Group 

To the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Bn 94th Artillery:  From Commanding General

101st Airborne Division, AIR MOBLE is quoted for your information.  



On 23rd July 1970 elements of the XXIV Corps Arty provided outstanding support to the extraction of 101st Abn Div AMBL units from FSB Ripcord.  Because of the extreme enemy pressure on the firebase, the extraction could not have been successfully accomplished without your assistance.  The attack against hostile positions in the Ripcord area by your artillery before, during, and after the operation assured that friendly losses were held to a minimum.  No one appreciated your support more than the infantrymen and artillerymen who were on the ground.  Please convey my sincere thanks to the officers and men of your command for a truly professional performance.  – Signed by Adjutant, Capt, FA, Kipd Cassino. 



On 29 July 1970 at 1625 hours, B Battery at Carroll reports incoming.



SERVICE BATTERY AWARDS

During the month of August 1970, the following individuals were awarded 



Army Commendation Medal:  SP5 Williams, also awarded a plaque, SP4 Mackiewizc, and SP4 Wooten.

Plaque: PFC Peyton. 



On 1 Aug 1970 at 0955 hours, S3 attended memorial service for 1st Lt Hollifield.



On 11 Aug 1970 at 0910 hours, two 8-inch howitzers displaced from C Battery at FSB Nancy to FSB Barbara.  At 1115 hours, two 8-inch howitzers closed at Barbara.



On 16 Aug 1970 at 1600 hours, 108th Group committed the Battalion for one FO team for an indefinite period to work with MACV personnel at FSB Anne.  LT Bridges, SGT Paulk and PFC Gil were selected.



On 17 Aug 1970 at 0830 hours, FO team departed for Sharon and Anne.



On 18 Aug 1970 at 1400 hours, LT White from C Battery was med-evaced due to burns suffered while burning powder. 



An actual account of a 2/94th officer close to the incident- When LT White got injured in the powder fire (fortunately very minor burns, was back that afternoon) I was standing about 50 yards away explaining to the Deputy Corps Artillery Commander (Col. Holloway?) what we did since we had never had an ammo fire.  That's not the best time in the world to have your first fire. We were at Nancy at that time. CPT Bradford (incident below) had just turned over command of B Battery.  



On 18 Aug 1970 at 1730 hours, a fragmentation hand grenade in their BOQ injured CPT Witherspoon and Capt Bradford.  Capt Bradford suffered superficial wounds.  CPT Witherspoon, 2/94th Battalion Motor Officer, underwent exploratory surgery. CPT Larry D. Witherspoon was admitted to the 91st Evacuation Hospital in Chu Lai.  Wound was a fragment, penetrating the abdomen and right ankle. Details of the accident were officer was injured when unknown assailant threw a fragment grenade into his hooch trying to injure his roommate.  



An actual account of a 2/94th member close to the incident- the incident where two officers wounded by a grenade happened at Dong Ha Combat Base. Before I went to A Battery I was the Battalion S-2 driver and CPT Bradford was the Bn S-2 Officer. I'd just dropped him off at his hooch and I was driving away when the explosion occurred. Turned out to be a "fragging" incident.

  

On 20 Aug 1970 at 1400 hours, LT Hollman replaces LT Bridges at FSB Anne.  At 1455 hours, LT Skoogs reports IOS station completely operational.



On 21 Aug 1970 at 1745 hours, SGT Paulk, Recon SGT, evacuated from FSB Anne.  May have possible dysentery and/or possible food poisoning.  Too many C Rats!



On 22 Aug 1970 at 1030 hours, SGT Hailer, Recon SGT, replaced SGT Paulk at LZ Anne.  At 1800 hours, LT Hollman and PFC Gil moved off of FSB Anne with ARVN patrol a half click to scout terrain.



On 23 Aug 1970 at 1300 hours, LT Huebschman assigned as IOS Officer.  Departed for IOS.



On 24 Aug 1970 at 1100 hours, SP4 Mays replaced SGT White at C1.  At 1400 hours, LT Howe departed for B Battery to assume duties as FDO.  



On 27 Aug 1970 at 0730 hours, CPT Meyers departed for LZ Rawhide with selected C Battery personnel by helicopter for recon of proposed advanced redeployment.



On 28 August 1970 two new names to add: a CPT Stepto and a LT Kane.



On 29 August 1970 at 0730 hours, SFC Hall, Survey SGT, and the XO’s of A and B Battery, LT Kane and LT Ross, departed for Hill 65 and LZ Ross.  At 1511 hours, A Battery fired the 400,000th round for the Battalion.



On 29 August 1970, the battalion passed another milestone in its history when A Battery fired the battalion’s 400,000th round in RVN.

  

On 30 August 1970 at 1045 hours, JJ Carroll reports incoming rounds.  



On 31 August 1970 at 0600 hours, B Battery displaced from Nancy to Camp Vandegrift.  S3 and CO departed the Bn area to supervise the displacement.  B Battery closed at Nancy at 1950 hours.



During September, the entire battalion was redeployed south of the Hai Van pass.  Headquarters and Service Battery moved from Dong Ha to Camp Love, Da Nang on 10 - 13 September 1970.  Battery C moved from LZ Nancy to Hill 65 on 16 -17 September 1970, A Battery moved from C1 to LZ Ross during 25-26 September.  Both batteries road marched from their positions to Camp Love the first day and stopped over night before proceeding the next morning to their new positions.  B Battery did not displace until 15-17 October 1970, moving to NAC.



The battalion, on closing their new positions, began firing in support of the 1st Marine Division, with additional supporting fires to the Americal Division.  The battalion also had the mission of supporting Quang Da Special Zone



On 9 September 1970 at 1130 hours, LT Shotts attached to Mai Loc.



On 10 September 1970 at 0745 hours, HQ & HQ Battery and Service Battery departed Dong Ha for Camp Love.  1345 hours, both Batteries closed Camp Love.



From 14-18 September 1970 the battalion conducted the final course of the 108th Artillery Group Firing Battery Section Chief School.  Twenty-two men graduated on 18 September 1970 for a grand total of 124 men who completed the school.



On 15 September 1970 at 1600 hours, Command SGT MAJ Lincoln, Capt Meyer, SGT Fielden injured by an incoming rocket at JJ Carroll.  Personnel were Med-evaced to 18th Army Surgical Hospital at Quang Tri.

  

On 16 September 1970 at 0730 hours, C Battery departed LZ Nancy for Camp Love.  At 1354 hours, C Battery closed at Camp Love.  At 1800 hours Bn FDC became operational at Camp Love.



On 17 September 1970, the mission of the battalion changed to general support of the XXIV Corps, reinforcing the fires of the Quang Da Special Zone, with fires planned by the 11th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division.



On 17 September 1970 at 1010 hours, C Battery departed Camp Love for Hill 65.  At 1030 hours, saladiem payment of 1000 dollars Vietnamese made to Chan Tron To Thi at Hailam village after accident on 13th of Sep 1970 outside of Quang Tri, Service Battery vehicle.  At 1200 hours, C Battery closed at Hill 65.  At 1315 hours, C Battery laid safe ready to fire.  At 1400 hours, CPT Meyer and Command SGT MAJ Lincoln transferred to 95th Surgical Hospital at Da Nang.  SGT Fielden returned to duty, injured Sep 15th at JJ Carroll.



On 19 September 1970 at 1330 hours, SGT Paulk left from Mai Loc and returned to B Battery.

  

On 24 September 1970 at 1030 hours, PFC Senne, Bn FDC computer became operational.

  

On 25 September 1970 at 0800, A Battery departed C1 for Camp Love.  At 1515 hours, A Battery closed Camp Love.



On 25 September 1970 at 0606 hours, Bn FDC at JJ Carroll closed down.

   

On 26 September 1970 at 1105 hours, A Battery departed Camp Love for LZ Ross.   At 1710 hours A Battery closed at LZ Ross.  At 1830 hours A Battery laid and safe at LZ Ross ready to fire.



On 6 October 1970 at 1500 hours, LT Press  (LN) assigned to the Quang Dau Special Zone (QDSZ).

  

On 11 October 1970 at 1310 hours, C Battery pieces Guns C1 and C2 retubed after the pieces had fired 1105  0.75 EFC rounds and 1039 0.75 EFC rounds, respectively.  



On 14 October 1970 at 1030 hours, SP4 Fleming, A2, A Battery accidentally wounded.  SP4 Fleming med-evaced to 95th Evac Hospital in serious condition.  



On 14 October 1970 at 1100 hours, B Battery closed at LZ Nancy.

  

On 15 October 1970 at 1335 hours, SP4 Fleming died from wounds received on 14th of Oct 1970.



On 19 October 1970 the Commanding Officer 2nd 94th Arty is a LTC Oates.



On 27 October, C Battery conducted an artillery raid to Hill 52 to support US and ARVN fires in the Thoung Duc area.  The raid commenced at 1145 hours and terminated at 1755 the same day.  During the raid the battery fired a total of 140 rounds in support of US and ARVN forces.



On 27 October 1970 at 1145 hours, elements of C Battery two 8-inch howitzers departed for an artillery raid on Hill 52 to support US and ARVN fires in the Thuong Duc area. 



On 27 October 1970 at 1645 hours first 175mm rounds fired from Hill 65.

     

On 28 October 1970 at 1300 hours, IG Team inspected HQ area, could not inspect A Battery due to flooded roads.



On 29 October 1970 at 0500 hours, Bravo Gun #4 had a premature burst of a 175mm round while firing a zone 3 in rain with an additive jacket.  The PD fuse M572 had been set on delay section action.  The fuse lot MA22-11 was temporarily suspended.  The burst occurred 3 to 4 seconds after firing approximately over grid.





On 1 November 1970 A and C Battery commanders flew in to pick up the payroll at 1100 hours.  Must really be bad monsoon!  (Indeed, it was Dean – but the heavy rain was mostly an early morning phenomenon on the coast – I reported in to XXIV Corps Arty at Camp Horn on the 27th of Oct and made my first visit to the 94th at Camp Love by road shortly after my arrival.)  2400, A Battery was firing for Americal Div, B fired for the Marines, and C fired for the Marines also.



On 3 November 1970, the 250th Radar Detachment was attached to the battalion to assist in support of ARVN forces in the Thoung Duc area.  The detachment occupied Hill 52.  The initial move was by road.  However because of enemy activity in the area, all further resupply was accomplished by air.



On 11 November 1970 at 0900 hours the Liaison Officer attended meeting at C Co 5th Special Forces on conversion of Nong Son Special Forces and Thuong Duc Special Forces to ARVN Ranger control and to discuss fire support coordination and DEFCONS.  



On 12 November 1970 the Battalion XO is MAJ Lynch.  



On 17 November 1970 at 1600 hours, B Battery retubed Gun #2 to a 175mm gun.

 

On 18 November 1970 at 0100 hours, B Battery retubed Gun #1 to a 175mm gun.  B Battery is now a 175mm Battery.

  

On 24 November 1970 CPT Neubert assigned to S1.



On 27 November 1970 at 1200 hours, Command SGT MAJ Velez arrived in Battalion. 

 

On 11 December 1070 at 1000 hours, hand grenade exploded on Service Battery wrecker.  No personnel injured.

 

On 12 December 1970 Forward Observers: LT’s Gardner, Tompkins and Marchand.



BDA for December

One cave destroyed

Two secondaries

One secondary, one cave partially destroyed

One bunker damaged

One KIA, one bunker destroyed

Numerous bunkers, trails, enemy structures uncovered

Four bunkers destroyed

Two bunkers destroyed, two bunkers damaged

One cave destroyed and two secondaries

Three secondaries

Two large bunkers destroyed, two probable KIA

Five secondaries



On 1 January 1971 at 1800 hours, termination of New Years Cease Fire.



On 13 January 1971 at 1410 hours C Battery platoon artillery raid on Hill 52 started.  At 1553 hours Charlie Gun #2 laid and safe on Hill 52.  At 1633 hours, Charlie Gun #3 laid and safe on Hill 52.

  

On 14 January 1971 at 0940 hours, A Battery Change of Command Ceremony conducted.  CPT Mixson replaced CPT Stepto.



On 14 January 1971 at 1232 hours, second convoy, B Battery platoon, departed for raid on Hill 52.  At 1354, they closed on Hill 52 and at 1540, Bravo Guns 1 & 2 laid and safe.



On 15 January 1971 at 1315 hours, C Battery platoon 175 guns left Hill 65.  At 1322 hours, B Battery 8-inch guns pulled out of position on Hill 52.  At 1404 hours, the C Battery 175mm guns arrived at Hill 52.  At 1405 hours, the B Battery gun convoy left Hill 52.  At 1510 hours, the guns arrived at Hill 65.  



On 13 January 1971, elements of B and C batteries conducted an artillery raid to Hill 52 in support of US and ARVN forces in the area.  During the raid 918 rounds of 8 inch and 175mm were fired.  



On 17 January 1971, the B and C Battery raid above at Hill 52 ended.  The unit departed Hill 52 at 1414 hours for Hill 65.  On the way out of the area to Da Nang an M-548 with trailer hit a mine in the road, coordinates are AT833560, killing two and wounding six members of B Battery. Another 2 personnel riding on vehicle assisted in evacuation of wounded.  The two B Battery members killed were SP4 Cecil Southerland from Moreland, Kentucky and SP4 Daniel Erlandson from Tewksbury, Massachusetts.  At 1710 hours, the convoy closed at Hill 65.  The 6 WIA members of B Battery are not known at this time.



On 21 January to 24 January 1971 the entire battalion displaced from positions near Da Nang to LZ Nancy, LZ Sally, and Dong Ha Combat Base.  Headquarters including HHB and Service from Da Nang to LZ Nancy; A Battery from FSB Ross to LZ Sally; B Battery from Northern Area Cantonment (NAC) to Dong Ha; C Battery from Hill 65 to LZ Nancy.



All of the battalion’s tracked vehicles were moved by Landing Craft Mechanized from the deep-water pier at Da Nang to either Dong Ha (B Battery only) or Tan Mi (the rest), the battalions wheeled vehicles displaced by convoy using QL1. 



On 21 January 1971 at 0800 hours, B Battery guns (4x175mm) departed Northern Area Cantonment (NAC).  At 0835 hours, B Battery reported broken road wheel control arm.  Battalion Maintenance notified on Gun #3.  At 1100 hours, B Battery (3 guns) and one C Battery gun (175mm), loaded at deep-water pier Danang, RVN.  At 1740 hours B Battery guns departed with ammunition by LCM from Danang to Dong Ha.   



On 21 January 1971 at 1100 hours, C Battery exchanged one 8” howitzer for one 175mm gun from A Battery.  



On 21 January 1971 at 0950 hours A Battery reports all pieces out of lay at LZ Ross.



On 22 January 1971 at 0950 hours, Battalion Headquarters and B Battery wheeled battery vehicles departed Camp Love.



On 22 January 1971 at 1100 hours, B Battery guns unloaded off LCM at Dong Ha.  At 1200 hours B Battery closed at Dong Ha guns laid safe, 4x 175’s. B Battery is now under the operational control of the 8th Battalion 4th Artillery until 29 January 1971. At 1515 hours, B Battery wheeled vehicle convoy closed at Dong Ha with no mishaps.



On 22 January 1971 at 1530 hours, Battalion Headquarters arrived LZ Nancy.  Convoy closed without mishap or breakdown.



On 22 January 1971 at 1200 hours, C Battery had two guns arrive at deep-water pier in Danang, RVN.



On 23 January 1971 at 1100 hours, C Battery gave one 8” howitzer to A Battery.  A Battery is now 4x8-inch.  



On 23 January 1971at 1030 hours, C Battery personnel departed Hill 65.  At 1145, C Battery personnel closed Camp Love, AT 945786.  At 1200 hours, C Battery moved to docks and picked up second 175mm gun.  C Battery is now 4x175mm.



On 23 January 1971 at 1500 hours, Battalion FDC fully operational at LZ Nancy.  

 

On 23 January 1971 at 1410 hours, A Battery closed at LZ Sally, YD635274.  At 1730 hours, A Battery laid and safe. 

On 23 January 1971 at 2115 hours, LCM departed deep-water pier in Danang, RVN with C Battery guns. 



On 24 January 1971 at 0930 hours, C Battery personnel departed Camp Love.  At 1345 hours, C Battery personnel closed at LZ Nancy.  At  1415 hours, C Battery FDC operational.  At 1500 hours, LCM’s landed at Tan Mi with C Battery guns.  At 1530 hours, C Battery guns closed at LZ Nancy.  At 1900 hours, C Battery Guns 1, 2, and 3 were laid and safe. C Battery Gun #4 closed with a blown engine.



On 24 January 1971, the battalion, minus B battery was placed under the operational control of the 108th Artillery Group.

  

On 25 Jan 1971 at 1925 hours C Battery Gun #4 is laid and safe.



On 26 January 1971 at 1800 hours, TET Cease Fire went into effect.



On 27 January 1971 at 1800 hours, TET Cease Fire ended.



On 28 January 1971 at 1400 hours, the Battalion departed LZ Nancy (C Battery, HH Battery, and Service Battery. At 1145 hours, Battalion FDC non-operational at LZ Nancy.  At 1600 hours, A Battery departed LZ Sally.  At 1700 hours, Battalion closed Dong Ha Combat Base (B Battery already at Dong Ha CB).  At 1800 hours, C Battery gun #4 departed LZ Nancy.  At 1830 hours, C Battery gun #4 closed Dong Ha Combat Base.  At 1845 hours, C Battery gun laid and safe at Dong Ha.  At 2130 hours, A Battery guns closed. At 2145 hours, A Battery guns laid and safe.



Preparation for Lam Son 719

Dewey Canyon II



“An Elite unit, a gathering of brave soldiers, participated in most of the operations in the area of the northern border and achieved many glorious victories”.



On 29 January 1971 (minus A Battery) displaced from Dong Ha CB to LZ Vandergrift and was assigned a mission of GSR 5th Battalion (155mm SP) 4th Artillery.

  

On 30 January 1971, A Battery displaced to LZ Vandergrift.



The battalion, in conjunction with the 5/4th Artillery, conducted a raid from LZ Vandergrift into the Khe Sanh area and Route 616.  While at LZ Vandergrift the battalion fired 184 missions for 763 rounds, which included the first artillery round fired from LZ Vandergrift.



As fighting continued in Cambodia during early February before and after South Vietnam began its U.S.-aided drive in Laos, Lam Son 719, the most significant operation during this campaign in which the 2/94th and its’ companion Battalion the 8/4th took part in.



Lam Son 719 was conducted out of I Corps by Vietnamese troops with US fire and air support. Their object was to cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail and to destroy enemy bases at Techepone, Laos. 



The operation consisted of four phases. 



In Phases I, called Operation DEWEY CANYON II, the 1st Brigade, US 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) occupied the Khe Sanh area and cleared Route No. 9 up to the Laotian border. In the meantime, the US 101st Airborne Division conducted diversionary operations in the A Shau Valley. The US 45th Engineer Group had the mission of repairing Route No. 9 up to the Laotian border. This lasted from 30 January to 7 February 1971.



 An actual account of a cannoneer with A/2/94 during this operation DEWEY CANYON II.  We got hit almost every day for over a month in A Battery.  We called QL9 “Ambush Alley” 



During Phase II, 8 February to March 1971, US forces continued to provide fire support, helilift, and tactical and strategic air support for ARVN units. 



Phase III ran from March to 16 March 1971; 



Phase IV was the withdrawal phase.  Faced with mounting losses, Lt. Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam, the commander of the invasion forces, decided to cut short the operation and ordered a withdrawal.     



On 1 February 1971, A Battery displaced from LZ Vandergrift to the vicinity of FSB Sheppard.  



On 4 February 1971 the entire battalion displaced to positions in the vicinity of Lang Bu and was given a new mission of GSR ARVN I Corps Artillery, with priority fires to the 1st ARVN Airborne Division.



An actual account of a Fire Control soldier with HQ/2/94 describing the moves and firebases.  This battalion area was given the name of Firebase Flexible.  5/4 Artillery was at the old Special Forces camp at Lang Vei.  Bare in mind those were the names on our overlays and had the blessing of the Colonel.  As all the firing batteries went out to the Laotian border when Lam Son 719 started that firebase was given the name of FSB Styles. (Also described below in history)  After Lam Son we pulled out into an area near Mai Loc and established a Firebase called Cannonball.  Cannonball was about five miles from Mai Loc.



On 7 February 1971, A Battery displaced to new positions in the vicinity of Lao Bao to afford maximum range capability in to Laos.



During Dewey Canyon II the battalion had fired 248 missions for 1,1018 rounds.



Lam Son 719 Begins



On 8 February 1971, at 0818 hours A Battery fired the first volley of US Artillery into Laos in support of Operation Lam Son 719.  During the period of 8-11 February 1971, the battalion fired LZ preps, and flak suppression programs for the ARVN insertion into Laos.



During the period 8-19 February 1971, A Battery received approximately 100 rounds of enemy artillery fire.  During this period A Battery sustained no casualties, although one mess truck was destroyed by a direct hit.  There were no enemy artillery activity in the Lao Bao area during this period 20 February through 11 March 1971; however, mines and small arms fire periodically interdicted QL9 west of Lang Vei.



On 26 February 1971, C Battery displaced to positions near Lao Bao in order to provide maximum range support of the ARVN operation in Laos.



On 27 February 1971, LTC Joseph Ganahl took command of the battalion at a change of command ceremony held at the Battalion Headquarters area. LTC Ganahl was one of the

Assistant S-3 officers at Corps Arty Headquarters before taking over the battalion.  He was physically located at the Corps Forward in Quang Tri before assuming command.



On 28 Feb 1971, at 0050 hours B Battery Gun #4 breech exploded, causing 1 US KIA and 4 US WIA.  At 0215 hours, 1 US KIA and 4 US WIA (burns) med-evaced to Khe Sanh.  Wounded conditions: 1 Serious and 3 Excellent.  Killed in the incident was CPL Albion Joe Bergantzel from Henderson, Iowa. His nickname was ‘Farmer’.



Remarks:  Investigation of the M107 SP malfunction, revealed the step threads of the bushing within the breech ring failed when the weapon was fired.  Although, the breech ring incorporated the first tube change, the step threads sheared when the weapon was fired, blowing the breech block rearward about 10 yards.  The step threads of the breechblock were damaged on the lower side where it hit the rear portion of the vehicle, otherwise were in good condition.  The loader-rammer was blown off, as was the crew seat and the deck of the wall --- the well.  The reservoir was bent and ruptured due to the rearward blast.  A possibility exists that excessive chamber pressure could have caused the malfunction.  Weapon was being fired with a charge three.  Personnel were off the chassis.  Gunner was utilizing extra long lanyard.  Two previous primers had been fired with no weapon discharge.  Malfunction occurred with detonation of third primer.  Witnesses could not determine if malfunction occurred during recoil or counter-recoil.  Gun returned to in-battery position.  

An actual account of a cannoneer with B/2/94 during this operation- the cannoneer killed up by Khe Sanh in the breech failure incident was nicknamed  "Farmer". I will try to find someone who remembers his real name. I believe he was from Iowa and everyone really liked him. I helped carry his body to the medivac and as was the custom, the pilots wanted us to leave him, as he was deceased. We raised so much hell; they finally agreed to take him. Seven wounded men were medevac’d as I recall but only Farmer was dead. Others were in real bad shape. What happened, as I recall, is that it was about a midnight fire mission and Farmer didn't get the breech on the 175 closed completely and he was standing about 4-6 feet behind the breech when he pulled the cord. It was a charge 3 and it all came out the back. The breech went right through Farmer and the other 5 or 6 men were burnt completely black. I was one of the first on the scene and it was really ugly. I guess at that moment I realized you could get killed over there. I believe we also must have lost some men on March 18 as we basically got wiped out. It was medivac after medivac and we just kept throwing guys on. It seemed like half our unit disappeared that day.



On or about late February 1971 on one occasion, LTC Ganahl Commander of the 2/94th Artillery on the border was in his C&C Bird when NVA tanks attacked an ARVN position.  His S3 got on the radio to say an airborne forward controller would direct the Battalion’s fire on the enemy armor, and that the Corps Commander was monitoring the frequency.  Extremely nervous with all the Brass listening in, the FAC reported it was a good shot and to drop two hundred meters on the gun target line and go right a hundred.  The Battery Commander answered that his next round was on the way; there was a pause, then the FAC cried, “Holy Christ!”  Ganahl thought his men must have dropped a short round into the ARVN’s.  The FAC caught his breath and said the opposite was true.  The artillery round had exploded between two NVA tanks, bowling them BOTH over.  The unit had claimed two tank kills with one shell. (Battery unknown at this time.)  



On 1 March 1971, B Battery 1st Battalion 39th Artillery (4x175mm), hereafter referred to as D Battery, displaced from LZ Nancy to Lang Bu and was placed under the operational control of the 2/94th Artillery.



On 5 March 1971, the battalions two remaining 175mm gun batteries, B and D Batteries, displaced from Lang Bu to positions near Lao Bao to provide maximum heavy artillery support of the ARVN drive into Laos.



On 9 March 1971 at 0930 hours, C Battery reported a gun blew up (in bore explosion).  Requested Dust-off med-evac.  Unknown number of personnel injured.  At 0943, the Dust-off completed.  One person evacuated:  Sgt Holloway died in med-evac helicopter on way to hospital.



ACCIDNET REPORT



Dated Mar the 9th 1971.  It’s Malfunction of Ammunition.  …The premature burst --- when the weapon fired, the round traveled approximately15 feet, and then detonated.  The remainder of the tube was severed and fell on the front deck covers.  The cannon assembly immediately elevated to maximum quadrant and personnel were unable to depress it. One individual, located approximately 40 meters to the right front of the gun was KIA after being struck in the head by an unidentified fragment.  Fragments caused minor damage to another gun and sheared the barrel from a 50-caliber machine-gun.



Report of Malfunction of a 175mm Gun and Ammunition



On 9 March 1971, …that the injuries to an Sgt E5 Holloway, on adjacent Gun received a head injury from a piece of fragment.  Individual was med-evaced… died enroute to the hospital.  The soldiers on the gun crew were SGT Larue Terrance; SP4 Grether, Lester M; PFC Hutson, Danny; PFC Grey, Stanley D; PFC Shubert, Leroy; PFC Sheffield, Thomas E; PFC Hanus, John H; PFC Norton, Douglas E; and PVT Turner, William E. 



An actual account of a cannoneer with B/2/94 during this operation- I remember SGT HOLLOWAY of C 2/94 Arty.  The guns were all firing all together that day. I was paying attention to the gun that had the in bore explosion. We also had a traversing problem with that gun. There is no doubt it was an in bore explosion. SGT HOLLOWAY was killed by a peace of shrapnel just below his helmet, and just above his flack jacket collar.  SGT HOLLOWAY came to this unit only about 2 months earlier. He was in a National Guard unit in the states. He decided to go active duty and came to Viet Nam. He left a wife and 3 children at home.  I may be wrong it has been 30 years to remember, but I think I am correct. I believe he was from down south Alabama or Louisiana. Thank you for verifying SGT Holloway’s name for me I have been looking for his name on the wall and never could find it.  Over 30 years is a long time to try to remember.





During the period 12- 21 March 1971 the Lao Bao area received attacks by fire from 82mm Mortars, 152mm guns, 122mm rockets, averaging 100-200 rounds per day in and out of the battery area.  Enemy activity along QL9 increased daily and reached a high point during the period 18-23 March 1971, when the road was virtually impassable to thin skinned vehicles.  Although the enemy artillery attacks were very heavy, the battalion’s losses were light, with three WIA and two trucks destroyed through 17 February 1971.





On 14 March 1971, at 1600 hours, A Battery requested a Dust-off for 5 men.  The dust–off was unable to land because of incoming fire.  At 1620 hours, the Dust-off was complete.  3 KIA and 4 WIA, all personnel assigned to 14th Engineer Battalion.  



The three KIA’s from the 14th Engineer Battalion that the 2/94th personnel tried to lend assistance to, were: Harry Gordon Prince Jr, MOS 1331, 1st LT, from Salem, Alabama; Bobby Jene Fields, MOS 62E20, SP5, from Dahlonega, Georgia; and Stephen Ray Phelix, MOS 62E20, PFC, from Winfield, West Virginia. The engineers were well liked by the battery members and were missed by all.   The wounded are not known at this time. 



An actual account of a cannoneer with A/2/94 during this operation. We lost four or five engineers early in the artillery duels on the Laotian border.  



I was detailed as a shotgun rider on a truck with a trailer that had the bodies of three engineers killed out on the border. They were brought into Firebase Flexible and we took them on into Khe Sanh to GR.  They were already bagged so no unit patches could be seen.  I know there was two engineer battalions over there.  However, all the bigger units had their own engineers.  1/5 Mech was providing security so they may have been from that unit. 5/4 Arty was down the road (155 SP's) and if they have a web site might get some info from them.  Sorry about the dates but it had to be pretty early in the operation because the roads were still pretty well open.  For what its worth I was told that there were three bodies.  We just dropped the trailer at GR and left.  The trailer was tarped but when we unhooked it I did see the three bodies thru the flap but there could have been more. Wish I had more information.



An actual account of a cannoneer with A/2/94 during this operation. The several men killed at the border were from an engineer unit. (45th Engineers?) I've tried over the years to find out exactly who they were, with no success. Maybe the strange MOS's were engineer types? I'm almost certain this happened on the 18th March '71 (The Ides of March). Three were killed outright and several more badly wounded when an enemy 152 mm round hit just in front of a 2 1/2 ton truck and sprayed the entire vehicle with shrapnel. I helped with the dust-off on this one too. It was a real mess.     



I know that A Battery left the border on the 18th of March. It was the same day B Battery got creamed by NVA Arty. Something like that tends to sticks in your mind. I know it's firmly adhered to mine.



An actual account of a cannoneer with C/2/94 during this operation. The engineers in the arty duels that died, mentioned above, were just behind my bunker that the medic for C 2/94 Arty and myself were in just before they got hit by 152 mm arty.  The engineers would take all 3 big D9's and put them together in a formation of a triangle, with all the blades pointing together. Then they would stay and sleep in the triangle.



That morning the arty started to come in, and they were out prepping the D9's when they all jumped into the center of the blades, for protection. The 4-5 men were all killed along with the LT.  I remember when the medic got the call and jumped up and ran to help them. When he came back he was in shock, they were all dead. All the training in the world could not help them. He really felt useless. It was hard to calm him down. I really can't remember what group the engineers were with. But they really opened up our perimeter. We really missed them. They were trying to open up the sides of the road on highway 9 to the rear. 



We also lost a LT. on his way to R and R in Da Nang. He was taking a ride with a group of ARVN troops in the back of a 5/4 when it went off the Hi Van Pass to R and R center. He was killed. His wife was in Hawaii waiting for him.



A Battery was also extracted from Lao Bao, along with the 250th Radar Detachment, on 16 March 1971,with a loss of two trucks and four assorted trailers.  The battery could not extract one 8-inch howitzer.  The howitzer was finally recovered on 23 March 1971.  A Battery displaced to positions near Lang Vei, while the 250th Radar displaced to Lang Bu.



An actual account of a cannoner with A/2/94 during this operation.    During the pullout A Battery lost a man (WIA or KIA unknown at this time) to an enemy RPG. (Name is unknown at this time) (Nickname was Goosey). 



An actual account of a cannoner with A/2/94 during this operation.  This happened at Lang Vei (an old Special Forces Camp that was overrun in the '68 siege of Khe Sanh). After we ran the big ambush along RT 9 and after we withdrew from the Laos Border. Several NVA stood up on the end of a heli-pad that was rearming Cobra gun ships. Timing it carefully between flights, they stood in the open and fired several RPG's down on us!

 

Several missed, but one RPG scored a direct hit on one of our guns. However, it struck the only non-metal part of the track (a fiberglass cowling that covered the engine compartment) and instead of penetrating and exploding, it merely scoured a deep furrow in it, the panel "gave" enough that it deflected the RPG warhead upwards, and it hit a big dead tree. The shrapnel from this inadvertent airburst hit Private Guse? I helped load him on the Dust-off. 



I know that A Battery left the border on the 18th of March. It was the same day B Battery got creamed by NVA Arty. Something like that tends to sticks in your mind. I know it's firmly adhered to mine.



At 1500 hours 18 March 1971, as B Battery began pulling out of position extremely accurate fire hit their position, wounding 16 personnel and damaging on M-587, one M-109, three 2 ½ ton trucks, and nine assorted trailers.  Along with these major items of equipment the battery lost the majority of its FDC and mess equipment, supply and orderly rooms.  The battery evacuated the area at 1730 hours the same day, taking any equipment that could be driven or carried.  One 175mm gun had to be left in position.  Enemy artillery continued to hit B Batteries position and destroyed all equipment that was left behind, except the 175mm gun, before it could be evacuated.  The gun was recovered on 23 March 1971.  B Battery returned to its original position at Lang Bu.



An actual account of a motor maintenance sergeant with B/2/94th during the pull out on March 18 1971. Choppered into FSB Flexible, near Lang Vei.  From there to Lao Bao.  We built our firebase from scratch with some Engineers.  It was called Firebase Style.  A Battery was across QL9.



I was most definitely there for the pull out incident on 3-18-1971. The memories are not crystal clear but they are in living color.  The order was given to tear down all the bunkers.  As I remember there were only two bunkers that were not torn down, the one for the maintenance section and bunker close to the FDC. That maintenance bunker took at least three direct hits that afternoon.  I fell into a crater left when one of the deuce and half’s left along with SP4 Mike Williams.  I got Mike to the maintenance bunker and went back out between incoming rounds to assist the medivacs when they finally could land.  I remember vividly it took 4 seconds from the initial round being fired until impact and that probably save me as I hit the ground each 3 ½ seconds.  Loaded a bunch of guys into the dust offs.  One was Country Boy with a badly broken leg and another FDC soldier with a deep thigh wound.  When the rounds started coming in I was in the middle of the trail near a water buffalo trailer.  The round left the trailer spewing water everywhere.  No one I have spoken with quite understands the 3/18/71 incident.



An actual account of a Sergeant of the Guard with B/2/94th during the pull out on March 18 1971.



 ‘A charmed and lucky bunker’ 



We built the bunker when we got there next to the perimeter. It was a 5 x 7 by 3 foot deep with a steel roof and 5 foot of sandbags on top of that. I was short (60 days) and wanted to get out of there alive. As I was Sergeant of the Guard, I would make my hourly rounds and fill sand bags in between. As I remember, we always got hit from noon till 5pm so evenings were usually quiet so we built it at night.



Nothing much happened until everyone tore down and then all hell broke loose. People were just lying out in the open getting nailed. PFC Mike Williams did come to my bunker and sat with his back towards me directly between my legs. Fourteen of us crowded into that bunker and I know we took many mortar hits and for sure one direct 122mm rocket. Everything went completely black and for some reason we all started reciting the Lords Prayer. People were crapping their pants and throwing up on themselves but all 14 of us made it out alive. I am very proud of that bunker.

 

 When we left, that bunker was not tore down, as we didn't have the time. I was told a week later by Captain Faber that the bunker had also saved a Cobra pilot who had been shot down by our deserted area and had made it to the bunker until he could be picked-up.



‘A very charmed and lucky bunker for all involved.’



An actual account of a cannoneer with A/2/94th that participated in Operation Dewey Canyon II/ Lam Son 719 during Phase II follows:



The Laos operation was basically screwed. We had lots of incoming from NVA Arty units (they had 152mm gun howitzers which out ranged our 8 inch guns) and the 8th Bn 4th Artillery got smoked big time.  B/2/94 basically got wiped out on 18 March 71 when they followed a screwed up order from battalion to line up on the road while under observed artillery fire. It wasn't a pretty sight. Interesting how they cover that screw up in the official unit history though.



On 18 March 1971, the displacement of C Battery from Lao Bao, planned for 18 March 1971 had to be canceled due to enemy artillery fire and stiff resistance along QL9, between Lang Vie and Lao Bao. 



On 20 March 1971 A Battery displaced from Lang Vei to the vicinity of the Battalion Headquarters at Lang Bu.



During the periods 18-20 March 1971, repeated attempts to clear QL 9 were unsuccessful, forcing C and D Battery to remain in position at Lao Bao.



On 21 March 1971, at 1825 hours elements responsible for the security of QL 9 reported the road passable and C and D Battery displaced.  The battery encountered enemy rockets, mines, RPG and small arms fire along the route but managed to close to their new positions in the vicinity of Lang Bu at 1930 hours.  The enemy resistance along QL 9 resulted in 6x175mm guns damaged or broken down along the route.  The battalion organized recovery operations on 21 and 22 March 1971.  However enemy interdiction of QL 9 West of Lang Vie precluded extensive recovery operations.



 On 23 March 1971 the battalion recovery operation successfully recovered the remaining 8-inch howitzer from Lao Bao, and the three 175mm guns from along QL 9.  Three of the 175 guns extracted for QL 9 were determined to be combat losses as a result of enemy mines and RPG fire.

 

It is reported a Captain Fuentes, the Battalion Motor Officer, led the recovery effort.  He and some of the recovery team were awarded decorations for their work.  First name is not known, we all called him "Foonze" and he took it with good grace --- a fine fellow and one with a lot of nerve!

 

On 25 March 1971, A Battery was placed under the operational control of the 8th Battalion 4th Artillery and moved to a new location near Khe Sanh.



On 25 March 1971, Headquarters, Service, and Charlie Batteries displaced to new positions at LZ Vandergrift.  B Battery attached two guns to C Battery and two guns to D Battery and displaced their remaining personnel and equipment to Dong Ha CB for refitting.



On 26 March 1971 the battalion’s mission was changed to GS 101st Airborne Division, reinforcing the fire of the 5th Battalion 4th Artillery.



On 31 March 1971 A Battery displaced from the Khe Sanh area to LZ Vandergrift and released from OPCON of 8/4th Artillery.  At the same time the battalion’s mission was changed from GS 101st Airborne Division reinforcing the 6th Battalion 11th Artillery, located at LZ Vandergrift. On 5 April 1971 the battalion (minus A Battery) displaced from LZ Vandergrift to new positions in the vicinity of Mai Loc.  Concurrent with that move B Battery 1/39th Artillery was released from OPCON and A Battery 8/4th was placed under OPCON of the battalion occupying positions near Mai Loc.



On 2 April 1971 at LZ Vandegrift at 1110 hours.  Message received from S3 at 1st of the 82nd Arty.  Intelligence has picked up radio transmission from the NVA Forward Observer stating he had a five-day supply of 82mm, 120mm, and 122mm plus a complete diagram of FSB Vandegrift.



On 3 April 1971 at 0030 hours, LZ Vandegrift, A Battery reported that one person was sighted to their front when he set off a trip flare.  Individual was engaged with small arm fire with negative results.  Reported to base defense.



The battalion concluded its support of Lam Son 719 from the Mai Loc area.



On 7 April 1971, at 1030 hours A Battery displaced from LZ Vandergrift and moved to a prepared position in the vicinity of Mai Loc.  At 1200 hours, they closed Mai Loc.  A Battery laid safe.

  

On 8 April 1971, the battalions mission changed to GSR 1st ARVN Division Artillery.  On the same day the battalion established liaison with the 258th VNMC and the 2nd Regiment, 1st ARVN Division.



During the period 9-18 April 1971, the batteries had two-day maintenance stand down periods.  On 10 April 1971, B Battery personnel returned to the battalion position at Mai Loc after their refitting period.



On the 10 April 1971 at 1845 hours, the battalion S3 received official notification from XXIV Corps Artillery that Operation Lam Son 719 was terminated on 8 April 1971 at 1200 hours.  During the course of the operation the battalion fired 5,554 missions in support of ARVN forces, for a total of 31,149 rounds.  The battalion was credited with the following BDA: KIA 441, Bunkers destroyed 1, Machine Guns 4, Rocket Launchers (rockets) 13, Radios 1, AK 47 Rifles 35, 155mm Howitzers 3, Trucks destroyed 6, Mortars destroyed 1 and numerous secondary explosions.  The number of causalities sustained by the battalion was slight when compared to the amount of combat activity encountered.  The battalion suffered the following casualties:  KIA 2, WIA 19, One KIA was suffered on each of the two 175mm gun malfunction incidents.  One incident involved metal failure of the breech and the other was a premature in bore explosion.  One WIA was a result of a gun malfunction.



Lam Son 719, though it was less than a signal success (safe to say, instead of screw up), forestalled a Communist offensive in the spring of 1971. Enemy units and replacements enroute south were diverted to the scene of the action.





Summary of Action - Lam Son 719



During Phase II and Phase III the 2/94th and its companion 175 outfit the 8/4th Artillery held the border firebases.  Lao Bao was simply a ragged circle in the jungle, trees knocked down, the ground pitted and uneven, and quickly pulverized to dust by all the machinery pulling in.



The batteries were required to provide their own perimeter defense throughout the operations.  Each battery was augmented by two Twin 40mm Dusters.  



In some instances, their fields of fire were restricted by heavy jungle foliage just outside the battery perimeter.  Engineering support was difficult to obtain early on but eventually did solve some of the problems.  The Dusters were also used to escort supplies and ammo from Lang Vei to Lao Bao.  The quad 50’s were also used in convoy duty until the ambushes dictated that only armored vehicles be used on the highway as escorts.  Although the cavalry units were assigned as reactionary forces, it is felt their ability to react was insufficient.



The positioning of Artillery units in front of all other US units further emphasized the need for an infantry augmentation, which never happened.



During the periods 8-19 February and 12-21 March, enemy artillery was employed against the forward battery locations.  These artillery attacks were at will of the enemy.  The resolution was never implemented, as the US infantry troops along the border were restricted in their access to the border.  (What a way to run a war!!!!!!)(Wonder what Political Genus thought that one up!!!) 



Observed fire missions against NVA tanks and massed troops proved the heavy artillery was extremely effective against enemy tanks.  In many occasions, heavy artillery routed massed enemy troops that were threatening Vietnamese positions in Laos, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy and disrupting his attack.  Heavy artillery was also used fire final protective firs and close in defensive fires with effective results. 



They were still digging in the first day, when the NVA began shelling from Laos.  One SGT (unknown at this time) gathered some volunteers and ran to a 175 to return fire.  They managed to get out several rounds before a shell exploded directly behind them hurling the men dead or wounded from the cannon. (Unknown WIA at this time)(Reported two KIA unknown at this time)



The 8/4th Artillery camped between Lao Bao and Lang Vei was the first ordered back from the border.  The 2/94th Artillery was next but unlike the peaceful withdrawal of her companion 175 outfits, theirs became a trial by fire.



On the afternoon of 18 March B Battery at Lao Bao packed up to move.  At the same time 1/11 Infantry Platoon assigned to keep the road open for them was mortared.  One man killed and six wounded.  Whatever could not be loaded on trucks, and whatever would not start, was abandoned.  The NVA shelled B Battery as they hit the road, at a total of 16-wounded Artillerymen, plus destruction of much of their equipment and vehicles. Of all the material left behind, all was blown up by the accurate fire of the NVA except for a broken-down 175mm left in its berm.



Late afternoon of 18 March after B Battery had departed A Battery was to follow.  A Battery departed leaving two trucks, four trailers, and an 8-inch gun that would not start.  A Battery received small arms fire and the Artillerymen returned fire with M-60’s and M16’s.



C Battery was also scheduled to leave Lao Bao but the artillery attacks and ground ambushes with small arms fire prevented that.  C Battery was resigned to dig in and wait.  C Battery was cut off at the border. C Battery was South of QL9 and there was an attached 2/94th D Battery (B Battery 1/39th) about a mile away on the North side of QL9.  

The next day was a repeat of the first day.  At least 294 rounds hit C Battery.



As a result of an incident were an Infantry unit, some 52 men, refused an order to advance along Highway 9, LTC Ganahl requested a more reliable armor battalion to help evacuate the besieged batteries and the 1/77th Armor was sent in.



The two batteries remained for three days receiving ground probes and heavy artillery attacks.



The 1/77th broke through and roared into the C Battery camp perimeter.  A LTC Meyer was in the first M48 tank.  He wore the insignia of the 5th Mechanized Red Devil.  He asked the Artillerymen standing around the tank if they were ready to leave?  The answer was,  “HELL YES!”  LTC Meyer was impressed by the Artillerymen commenting they looked tough and disciplined.



The attached D Battery (B Battery 1/39th) was between Ta Bat and Lao Bao.  LTC Meyer had taken a scout chopper to the attached battery and instructed them to get their gear and 175’s in march order.  B Company Tanks were ordered up to escort the attached D Battery (B Battery 1/39th).



They were to hit QL9 going east and then link up with C Battery at Lao Bao.  Then continue full throttle for Lang Vei.



About 1600 LTC Meyer received permission to run Ambush Alley again with the two Artillery Batteries.

 

The convoy was ambushed all along the trip out but the M60 fire, the twin forties of the 1/44th, the 50 cal fire, and the 90mm cannons tearing up the roadside seem to make the enemy pay the price.



As the two batteries arrived in Lang Vei there were rumors that the battalion had already written them off.  More rumors that as soon as Charlie Battery left Lao Bao the NVA swarmed all over it waving communist flags and dancing around.  



On 22 March LTC Meyer again organized another convoy to go back up QL9 to retrieve what equipment, vehicles, and 175’s they could bring out and to blow up powder and ammunition.



The two batteries owe LTC Meyer and his 1/77 M48 Tankers a great deal of thanks.



End of Summary



On 22 October 1971, CPT Robert W. Scott assumed command of Charlie Battery from CPT Neal S. Doby.   The next day, Typhoon Hester hit the area with high winds and heavy rainfall.  The bridge between FSB Birmingham and Camp Eagle was washed away and all ground transportation was forced to depend on ---.



An actual account of the Battery Commander with C/2/94th that went through the Typhoon as follows: 

  

LTC Ganahl (with CPT Scott's OK, I guess) had told me to stay on Birmingham, but out of sight, for another day in case Scott wanted my advice.  But the typhoon came up and I could not get off the firebase.  Ended up spending three or four more days holed up on Birmingham.  Then the weather broke for an hour or so and they stuffed an OH-58 with rations for the mess hall and flew it to Birmingham.  (HQ Battery had picked up the rations for C Battery after the bridge went out.)  We unloaded the rations and I flew back to HQ.  The weather closed back in and stayed bad for another three or four days.



Considering the time that you were with the 2/94th, I'm sure times had changed.  We had two trailers, each mounting two 10KW 110V generators, and had power strung to every bunker.  In the mess hall we had a 17 cu ft commercial refrigerator and a 15 cu ft commercial freezer (when I got there).  Later somebody was shutting down and the ration truck came back one day, followed by the wrecker, with a 65 cu ft reach-in refrigerator.  We off-loaded it and set it above ground beside the mess hall.



When we drew rations, the guys at the ration break-down point were lazy, and when things like meat were packed in 100 man packs, they would give us the whole box, even though we only had about 80 folks on the firebase.  So the freezer and refrigerators slowly filled.  Even with the Mess Sergeant cutting roasts into steaks and cooking them over charcoal on Sundays.



When I left Birmingham, we were still eating out of the freezer and refrigerator.  A couple of weeks later I saw CPT Scott at staff call, and after the meeting he related the following to me.  He went (as I had) up to the Infantry Bn TOC every evening for a firebase meeting.  One evening the Inf Bn Cdr asked, "How are you folks doing for rations?  We are getting pretty desperate."  Not realizing that the infantry was deep into their five-day basic load of C-rations, CPT Scott said, "If we don't get rations in the next couple of days, we are going to have to start eating C’s."  The infantry was not amused!



On 12 April 1971 at 1030 hours B Battery departed Dong Ha for Mai Loc.  At 1200 hours, B Battery closed Mai Loc.  Two 175mm guns attached to C Battery and two 175mm guns attached to D Battery (A Battery 8th of the 4th Arty) returned to B Battery.  At 1430 hours, B Battery laid and safe at Mai Loc.



On 13 April 1971 at 0600 hours at Mai Loc D Battery (OPCON A Battery 8/4) placed on two-day maintenance stand-down. 



On 3 May 1971 at 0800 hours the battalion became non-operational. Headquarters, Headquarters Battery, and Service Battery displaced to Camp Eagle, A Battery to FSB Bastogne, B Battery to FSB Rakkasan, and C battery to FSB Nancy.  C Battery is OPCON to the 1st of 39th Artillery.  A and B battery departed Mai Loc at 1000 hours.  B Battery closed at Rakkasan at 1615 hours and A Battery closed at Camp Eagle at 1700 hours.  At 1800 hours B Battery laid and safe, #1 & #2 Guns.  Support maintenance: #3 not closed, #4 elevating motor.  



On 4 May 1971 the battalion received a change in mission, GSR 101st Airborne Division Artillery.  



On 4 May 1971, A Battery closed into FSB Bastogne after spending the night at Camp Eagle. 



On 4 May 1971 at 0830 hours, A Battery departed Camp Eagle for FSB Bastogne.  At 1030 hours, A Battery closed at FSB Bastogne.  At 1200 hours, A Battery laid and safe.



On 7 May 1971 C Battery displaced from FSB Nancy to FSB Birmingham.



On 7 May 1971 at 0900 hours C Battery departed FSB Nancy.  At 1255 hours, C Battery closed at FSB Birmingham.  At 1312 hours C Battery laid and safe.



 All batteries began maintenance stand down periods of two days each. To be from 17 to 19 May 1971.

On 16 May 1971 at 1600 hours 2-each 175mm guns departed C Battery Camp Eagle enroute to Bastogne.  At 1700 hours, 2-each 8” howitzers departed Bastogne enroute to Veghel accompanied by two Dusters and four 5-ton ammo vehicles.  At 1745 hours, 2-each 175mm guns closed at Bastogne.  Both operational.  At 1845 hours, 2-each 8” howitzers closed at Veghel.  At 1907 hours, 2-each 8” howitzers laid and safe at Veghel.



On 19 May 1971 at Camp Eagle, 0930 hours.  CO, S3, and 108th Arty Group S3 visited 101st Div Arty.  101st Div Arty wants 2-each 175mm guns moved from Birmingham to FSB Click, ASAP.  Coordinates are YD906028.  At 1545 hours, C Battery departed Birmingham with FDC and 2-each 175mm guns. At 1830 hours, C Battery closed FSB Click.  At 1845 hours, C Battery laid and safe.  Both 175mm guns operational with 85 complete rounds on hand.



On 23 May 1971 at Camp Eagle, 1335 hours to 1845 hours, A Battery Gun #1 departed Bastogne enroute to Veghel.  A Battery Gun #3 departed Bastogne enroute to Veghel.  Closed at 1845 hours.



On 9 June 1971 at 1850 hours, A Battery reported 10 rounds incoming at FSB Veghel, 3 rounds landing inside wire in ARVN area.  Report negative damage to A Battery, 2/94th area.



On 15 June 1971 at 1100 hours, a severe weather warning was issued from the 101st Abn Div.  Expect seven inches of rain by 2000 hours.  101st Abn Div closed roads to Bastogne and Veghel except for emergency traffic.



On 18 June 1971 at 2000 hours, report from B Battery Rear at Camp Evans that a Service Battery vehicle had been shot up.  It had gone to Quang Tri for three days.



On 19 June 1971 at 0800 hours, report from B Battery Commander that Service Battery vehicle passed through Camp Evans and was fired upon north of Evans.  Driver was stopped by MPs but refused DR for excessive speed.  Vehicle was returned to B Battery Rear with bullet holes in the radiator and body.  Incident was reported to B Battery Rear.

 

On 30 June 1971 at 1000 hours, Camp Eagle, C Battery departed Bastogne.  C Battery elements closed FSB Birmingham at 1240 hours.



By the month of June 1971 C Battery was back at FSB Bastogne and in July 1971 moved back to FSB Birmingham.



Account from a C Battery FDO - The rear area in Da Nang was terminated mid June 71. I showed up from my 2-week leave, and literally caught the last truck out, as Vietnamese civilians were vandalizing Camp Love.



On 15 June 1971, PFC Richard L. Spinler of B Battery was medevac’d.



On 22 June 1971, SP4 Dewey D. Gibbs of B Battery was medevac’d.



On 24 June 1971, SP4 Clemis D. Meadows of? Battery was medevac’d.



On 28 June 1971, SP4 Richard McClain of B Battery was medevac’d.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Consolidation I.

(07-01-71 to 11-30-71)



This period witnessed additional progress in the Vietnamization program which included turning over the ground war to South Vietnam, sustaining the withdrawal of U.S. troops, but also continuing, U.S. air strikes on enemy targets.

South Vietnam assumed full control of defense for the area immediately below the demilitarized zone on 11 July, a process begun in 1969. Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird announced completion of Phase I of Vietnamization on 11 August, which meant that the U.S. relinquished all ground combat responsibilities to the Republic of Vietnam. The participation of U.S. forces in ground combat operations had not ceased, however, U.S. maneuver battalions were still conducting missions, and the 101st Airborne Division joined the 1st Army of Vietnam 1st Infantry Division in Operation JEFFERSON GLEN that took place in Thua Thien Province in October. This was the last major combat operation in Vietnam, which involved U.S. ground forces. Following the close of Operation JEFFERSON GLEN on 8 October, the 101st began stand-down procedures and was the last U.S. division to leave Vietnam.

U.S. troop strengths decreased during Consolidation I. American battle deaths for July 1971 were 66, the lowest monthly figure since May 1967. By early November, U.S. troop totals dropped to 191,000, the lowest level since December 1965. In early November, President Nixon announced that American troops had reverted to a defensive role in Vietnam.

 

On XXX, SP4 William Wynn of C Battery was medevac’d.



On XXX, SP4 Charles W. Moore of C Battery was medevac’d.



On 3 July 1971, SSG Donald M. Pearson, of? Battery was medevac’d.



On 5 July 1971, SP5 Randall W. Myers of C Battery was medevac’d.



On 5 July 1971 CPT Andrews, LNO 2/94th is located with the 101st Division Artillery at Camp Eagle.



On 6 July 1970 at 0700 hours Gia Le received severe weather warning, winds 15 (50?) knots, rains 7 to 10 inches for the next 24 hours.  ---- Happy monsoon guys!!!!!



On 10 July 1971, SSG Macel Ely of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 14 July 1971, SP5/SSG Vernie D. Hicks of? Battery was medevac’d.



On 25 July 1971 at 1205 hours A Battery departed FSB Veghel.  Closed at 1410 hours at Gia Le.



On 18 August 1971, SP4 Ernest S. Rodriguez of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 24 August 1971, MSG Willard A. Youts of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 24 August 1971 at 1815 hours CPT Seymour reported an incident just north of Hue on QL1 with Vietnamese and 2nd 94th personnel.  Requested gun ships or gun trucks and MP assistance.  (Must have been bad to request gun ships.)



On 26 August 1971, SP4 Alvie J. Barela of C Battery was medevac’d.



On 30 August 1971, SFC Mariana Garcia of A Battery was medevac’d.



On 30 August 1971, SP5 John L. Hamilton of HH Battery was medevac’d



On 25 September 1971 at 0930 hours at Camp Eagle the Battalion held a Change of Command Ceremony.  LTC Kirk assumed command of 2nd Bn 94th Arty from LTC J Ganahl.



LTC Kirk was the last 2/94th Battalion Commander as the unit came home in April of 72.  



During September 1971, C Battery was selected to perform an Artillery Raid to Vandergrift. The battery moved from FSB Birmingham, to FSB Sally, to Quang Tri - Dong Ha Area to Mai Loc. At Mai Loc a lot of rounds were fired into the DMZ for a few days.



Account from a C Battery FDO - I remember at that point that LTC Ganahl, our Battalion Commander, was looking in on us about every day. I recall that the transmitting element on our RC 292 Antenna was physically broken and hanging by a thread electrically. As the blast of the guns knocked everything around, we were bound to lose the use of that antenna. I had not been able to get that part from anyone locally. I asked LTC Ganahl to get it for me. Next time he showed up he had the part.



From Mai Loc C Battery then moved to Vandergrift and went after NVA supplies, etc. in the very Northwestern part of RVN using Air Observers. C Battery shared the load with the Air Force, as the Battery stopped firing when the Air Force was dropping bombs. C Battery got its share of secondary explosions.



We fired about 1000 rounds. We actually had 2 guns attached to our battery from 1/39th FA. All tubes were 175mm giving us a six-gun 175 battery. Not bad. At Vandergrift, we were the only ones there other than a ARVN 105 mm Battery just down the road. It was pretty lonely there. We were probably there about four days. As I was FDO, I was with advance party, back to FSB Birmingham. I believe that our mission to Vandergrift may have been the last westward deployment of 175mm in RVN in I Corps. I believe that JJ Carroll may have been abandoned at that point of time. The 8/4th was a month from stand down.



Just for the record, on the way back to the coast, a LTC Ganahl promoted 2nd Lt, who I have not been able to locate while enroute. LTC Ganahl, by helicopter, found us and stopped us to perform the promotion some where on QL 9.



During the late summer of 71, C Battery was a show Battery to all sorts of dignitaries. I believe I had the Deputy Commander of Vietnam in my FDC at one time or another. They came with platoons of Lieutenant Colonels carrying briefcases.  I guess the brass needed something to do, as there were a lot less people to look after.



In September of 1971 the 2/94th was under the XXIV Corps. HHB was at Camp Eagle (home of the 101st) just north of Phu Bai.  The 2/94th at this time was at three different firebases.  Firebases were Rakkasan, Bastogne, and an unknown firebase, possibly Birmingham.



On 3 September 1971, SP4 Arnulfo G. Perez of? Battery was medevac’d. 



On 14 September 1971, PFC Donald G. Kershaw of C Battery was medevac’d.



On 14 September 1971, SP4 Joseph Simmons of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 17 September 1971, SSG Larry K. Damron of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 19 September 1971, SP4 Guy A. Tuck of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 19 September 1971, SP4 Claude J. Hyshaw of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 24 September 1971, SP4 Thomas H. Rhinehart of A Battery was medevac’d.



On October 13 1971, 8th Bn 4th Artillery In Vietnam stood down. The 8th Bn 4th Artillery (Companion 175mm unit to the 2nd Bn 94th Artillery) unit colors were sent back to the states.  Those men that stayed behind changed patches and became assigned to the 2/94th. One of these units was at Con Thien.  C Battery 8/4th became C Battery 2/94th.  As C Battery 8/4th the unit saw extensive action in the defense of Firebase Fuller and also the retaking of the overrun Firebase.



On 2 October 1971, SP4 Emilio Colon of A Battery was medevac’d.



On 2 October 1971, PFC Leroy G. Veasley of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 2 October 1971, SP4 John K. Ericson of HH Battery was medevac’d.



On 4 October 1971, SP4 William F. Crowder of? Battery was medevac’d.



On 19 October 1971, SP4 Allen W. Oaks, of? Battery was medevac’d.



On 20 October 1971, SP4 Joey Labriloia, of? Battery was medevac’d.



On 30 October 1971 at 1100 hours, 3 new officers arrived in the Battalion:  CPT Wilgen, LT Williams, and CW2 Clark.

  

On 31 October 1971 at 1300 hours, received new officer today, CW2 Rainey. 



On 1 November 1971 at Camp Eagle, 0900 hours, ceremony was held at the 2nd 94th FA being attached to the 101st Airborne Division. Major General Tarpley was present.  So I guess that means you fellows can wear a 101st Airborne patch starting Nov 1, 71.



On 5 November 1971 the 108th Artillery Group began stand down.



On 6 November 1971, Charlie Battery converted to an 8” battery from a composite 8”-175mm battery by trading two 175mm guns with A Battery for two 8” howitzers.



On 7 November 1971 at 1100 hours at Camp Eagle, A Battery left Bastogne.



On 8 November 1971, Charlie Battery displaced one platoon of 8” howitzers to FSB C1 from FSB Birmingham to support the operation firing into the Ashau Valley from FSB Nancy.  This platoon returned to FSB Birmingham on 22nd Nov 1971.



On 8 November 1971 a letter was sent to the Metro Section 2/94th Artillery CO CW3 Charles Stephenson.  Letter is as follows:



XXIV Corps Artillery Met Newsletter #38 dated 1 November 1971.



Most Accurate MET Section for month of September: The 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery Met Section performed the unprecedented feat of recording an error free rate of 0.0% and no unsatisfactory flights.  The MQCT extends hearty congratulations to each and every member for achieving this outstanding record.



It is with extreme pleasure that I pass this information to you.  This achievement truly reflects the fine manner in which you led your section and performed your mission.



I commend and congratulate you for the outstanding results you achieved during your tour of duty in this battalion.



Signed:  K. Leslie Kirk, LTC, FA, Commanding  



On 22 November 1971 at 2300 hours Charlie Battery was alerted to displace from FSB Birmingham the following morning to move to FSB Hill 34 Da Nang.  



On 23 November 1971, CPT Scott flew to Da Nang to make arrangements for the arrival of the Battery the next day and returned to Camp Eagle that afternoon.  



On 23 November 1971 through the 1st week of January 1972 Charlie Battery was attached to the 196th Light INF Bde and was OPCON to the 3rd Bn 82nd FA.  During this period, the Battery’s mission was two-fold.  First, it provided general support re-enforcing fires for the 196th Bde.  Secondly, it was instrumental in training the 102nd ARVN Heavy Bn, which was in the training phase at that time.  The Vietnamese received assistance in all aspects of battery functions. 



On 24 November 1971 at 0700 hours C Battery displaced from Camp Eagle along QL1 to Hill 34 arriving at 1900 hours that evening.  On arriving in Da Nang, the Battery reverted to 8”-175 components.



On 25 November 1971, Camp Eagle, letter reads: from the CO 1st of the 39th Arty to the CO of the 2nd 94th Arty.  Confidential.  Expect that your four guns will be traveling to Tan My  ---- De-scrambled Coded. --- Thoroughly cleaned and have logbooks and all necessary documents completed to facilitate their turn-in.  (Sounds as if A Battery 2/94th was standing down.)



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Consolidation II.

(12-01-71 to 03-29-71)

The U.S. continued to reduce its ground presence in South Vietnam during late 1971 and early 1972, but American air attacks increased while both sides exchanged peace proposals.

In early January 1972 President Nixon confirmed that U.S. troop withdrawals would continue but promised that a force of 25,000-30,000 would remain in Vietnam until all American prisoners of war were released. Secretary of Defense Laird reported that Vietnamization was progressing well and that U.S. troops would not be reintroduced into Vietnam even in a military emergency. U.S. troop strength in Vietnam dropped to 136,500 by 31 January 1972, to 119,600 by 29 February, and then to 95,500 by the end of March.

During the last week of December 1971 U.S. Air Force and Navy planes carried out 1,000 strikes on North Vietnam, the heaviest U.S. air attacks since November 1968. Allied commanders insisted that it was necessary because of a huge buildup of military supplies in North Vietnam for possible offensive operations against South Vietnam and Cambodia. Stepped up North Vietnamese anti-aircraft and missile attacks on U.S. aircraft that bombed the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos also contributed to the decision. During January 1972 American planes maintained their intermittent bombardment of missile sites in North Vietnam and on he Laotian border and also struck North Vietnamese troop concentrations in the Central Highlands of South Vietnam.

On 25 January President Nixon announced an eight part program to end the war which included agreement to remove all U.S. and foreign allied troops from Vietnam no later than six months after a peace agreement was reached. The North Vietnamese and Viet Cong delegates rejected the proposal and insisted upon complete withdrawal of all foreign troops from Indochina and cessation of all forms of U.S. aid to South Vietnam





On 22 December 1971 at Camp Eagle report states that Gun #22 --- and I assume that it’s from B Battery --- blew a tube.  No one was injured.  Started a small fire in the powder pit.  The tube blew about 4 feet from the end.



On 23 December 1971 Subject is an Artillery Accident on the 22nd of Dec 1971.  The last remaining 175mm gun in operational condition in B Battery was firing 35 of --- had fired 35 of 41 round mission --- bursting in the tube --- was accompanied by a huge fireball.  Two blivets of gasoline, located down the hill and to the front of the gun, were set on fire.  In addition, the mission powder pit to the right front, containing approximately the 80 zone 3 excess powder increments from previous fire missions, caught on fire.  The fires were extinguished without further damage.  Because of the nature of the incident, it is impossible to estimate the location of the impact.



During the first week of Jan 72, the Bn slowly filtered south and C Battery was returned to their control.



On 20 January 1972, the C Battery displaced the 8” platoon south near Hoi An to destroy a bunker complex on island near there.  During the next seven-day raid, the platoon fired 67 missions, 4503 8” rounds expended and received 32 bunkers destroyed, 4 hootches destroyed, and 2 KIA.  



On 27th January 1972, the 8” platoon returned to Hill 34.  



On 3 February 1972 C Battery participated in the Ha Ton Operation.  The entire battery displaced to Hill 65 “FSB Rawhide”.  During the four-day operation, they expended 567 8” rounds in 76 missions and 508 175mm rounds in the 105 missions.



On 6 February 1972 Camp Haskins, Headquarters 060555 Feb 72 (6 Feb at 0555 hours), Gun 78 blew a breechblock resulting in 1 KIA and 6 crewmembers wounded.  The soldier killed was SP4 Thomas Lipsey.  The crewmembers are unknown at this time except for the gunner SGT Baker (first name unknown).  SGT Baker suffered severe burns.



Account from one of the C Battery Chief of Section/Gunner on another gun - My gun crew had been up much of the night firing at sensors in the jungle. What we called “shooting monkeys in the trees”, since it was never clear what had set-off the sensors.  We were sleeping when something woke us up. The entire bunker came awake.  I don’t remember hearing anything thing specific, but as most of those that were there know a strange sound always brought you out of a “sound” sleep to wide awake.  Most of us were grabbing our weapons when someone called down the doorway that a gun had blown-up. I believe it was gun 3, but I am not sure.



We all ran out of the bunker to see what we could do to help.  By the time we got there others were tending to the wounded.  Our medic as not at FSB Bastogne that day and the AVRN medic came down to help.  Calls when out for a medivac, however, all of the Dustoffs were either fogged in or on call elsewhere.



The gunner, Sgt. Baker (?) was badly burned, see photo of gunners seat, and everyone on the crew were injured in some way.  The call went out for any helicopter that could medivac them out.  The General sent his chopper.  In came a shiny chopper, 50-caliber machine guns in the door and the Black-Horse patch on the nose.  Our dead and wounded were being taken out for help.



It was reported back that the official report believed the accident was caused by crew error.  Investigators believed that the fuse was not fully seated on the projectile.  When the gun fired the force for the shot stripped the threads on the fuse, slammed it against the projectile and the fuse exploded, exploding the round in the tube. This could have happened. However, I worked and crewed with everyone on the gun that day.  We were casual with our handling of the ammo and operations, but we knew the dangers and did not short cut safety.   Everyone I knew would run their hand around the base of the fuse to verify that the fuse was seated.



Services were held later that day for SP4 Tom Lipsey.



On 7 February 1972 the battery returned to Hill 34. 



Camp Eagle YD Between Phu Bai & Hue, W of QL1, Originally named LZ El Paso when 2d Bde of 101st Abn landed there in Feb 68, en route Quang Tri, and also 1st Cav



Bastogne YD 620-095 FSB Due west of FSB Birmingham along Highway 547 approximately 25 km WSW of Hue. Built in 1968 by 2d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. 175mm cannons here could just reach the North end of the A Shau Valley in support of the 1st Cavalry and 1st Brigade of the 101st during operation Delaware. It was built-up for that operation by the 1st Brigade of the 101st in preparation for that operation. It was the scene of heavy fighting and overrun and occupied by NVA forces during 1972 Easter Offensive. 81MM, 105mm, 8", 175mm Arty and 40mm Dusters of 3d/5th Cavalry were here at various times. Also listed at 625-095? Thua Thien Province, I Corps. 



Account from a C Battery FDO - Bastogne was a real pit, about two feet deep in rats, real rats.  I think that is why we left. I am not kidding. We left so the entire Fire Base could be put underground. It was subsequently overrun by the NVA in March of 72 and retaken in August.



Rakkasan YD 490-198 Hill 493, Dong Cung Cap.

 

Account from a C Battery FDO - During the wet season Rakkasan was only accessible by air.   It is very high in altitude. Due to extensive difference in altitude between the target and the battery, the normal computation of "site" which compensated for the difference in the vertical interval (differences in altitude) did not work, as it was too great. Therefore, the FDC had to do a separate calculation to compensate for the "nonrigidity" of the flight of the projectile under these circumstances. (The descending branch was too short or too long in civilian terms for the quick and dirty calculation)



Birmingham, FSB YD 704-101 FSB aka Hill 90, appx 12 km SSW of Hue City along Hwy 547 just N of the Song Huu Trach (W branch of the Perfume River) and appx 8 km? E of FSB Bastogne. Built by 326th Eng and 1/502d Inf, 2d Bde 101st Abn during Operation Jeb Stuart, Mar or Apr 68? Named in honor of Plt Sgt Edward A. Birmingham, KIA 2 Oct 67, who drowned while trying to rescue a man caught in the middle of a river crossing & under fire. Overrun in 72 Offensive and 1975 Final Offensive. Built by the 326th Eng and elements of the 101st Abn Div's 2d Bde USMC Tac Air navigation unit, 326th Engs (326th Eng HQ?), 81MM, 105mm, 8", 175mm Arty and 40mm Dusters of 3d/5th Cav? Do not confuse with 1st Cav FSB, or Americal FSB with same name. Thua Thien Province, I Corps. Not to be confused with Americal's LZ Birmingham NW of Chu Lai.



On 11 February 1972 at 0700, A Battery departed Phu Bai and at 1000, A Battery closed at Camp Haskins.  --- And there are no --- in summary, there are no rounds fired from A Battery.



Sometime in January 1972 (date/time unknown at this time) Battery A of the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery, Ceased to Fire.  JOB WELL DONE TO ALL MEMBERS OF A BATTERY.



On 26 February 1972 at 1510 hours from the 196th INF Bde, check-fire for B Battery.  People are taking rounds near area where Battery was firing, Grid BT Bravo Tango 166562.



On 10 March 1972 at 1030 hours, B Battery main body departed FB Baldy for LZ Ross.  At 1210 hours, B Battery main body closed at LZ Ross.  At 1250 hours, B Battery Guns laid and ready to fire. B Battery moved to LZ Ross to support the 2nd ARVN Division operations in that area.



On 19 March 1972 at 1300 hours, B Battery departed LZ Ross.  At 1515 hours, B Battery closed at FSB Baldy.



On 21 March 1972 at 1530 hours, Operations Sec, FDC, Battalion Maintenance, and Personnel Section closed Hill 34 from Camp Haskins.  Summary states that C Battery did no firing and Headquarters Battery and Service Battery started the move from Camp Haskins to Hill 34.



On 24 March 1972 at 1400 hours, the Battalion conducted Re-deployment Ceremony at Camp Haskins.



On 25 March 1972 at 100 hours the battalion turned Camp Haskins over to ARVN.  



On 25 March 1972 the battalion completed moving from Camp Haskins to Hill 34. 

 

When the XXIV Corps stood down, the 2/94th was associated with the 101st.

 

When the 101st stood down, the 2/94th was associated with the 196th Light Infantry Brigade.  



During that same time frame the 2/94th moved to Da Nang, which was the home of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade.



Late in 1971 or early in 1972, with the stand-downs taking place, the 2/94th turned over some artillery pieces to the South Vietnamese Army as they took over the firebases up north which had been home to the 2/94th. It is thought at this time the 2/94th guns being turned over were turned over to the 102nd ARVN Heavy Battalion.



HHB was at an old Marine compound just below Hi Van Pass on Route1, right on the ocean.



The only battery left of the 2/94th was C Battery at Hill 34. The other batteries had turned their artillery pieces over to South Vietnamese Army or turned them in.



Early in 1972 NVA forces were being built up around Da Nang.  Some B-52 raids on the outskirts were called in. The 2/94th fire support was called in to hit some bunkers in cliffs, which the bombers could not get to with any results.



On 27 March 1972 at 0910 hours B Battery departed FB Baldy for Hill 34.  At 1145 hours, they arrived at Hill 34. Upon arriving at Hill 34, B Battery began stand-down.  At FB Baldy B Battery had expended 27 rounds of 175 and 40 rounds of 8-inch.  Suspected targets were called in by the 2nd ARVN Division at Grid AT 876513 and Grid BT 0054. 



C Battery went on a two week Artillery raid with two LOACH spotter helicopters to spot and adjust fire.  The 175’s destroyed NVA emplacements and gave 29 NVA Soldiers the opportunity to give their lives for their country.

 

This is thought to be the last major action the 2/94th was asked to serve in.  Other than H and I or opportunity targets.



During this time period the 2/94th took part in Cease Fire.

(03-30-72 to 01-28-73)



On 30 March 1972 the North Vietnamese Army launched its greatest offensive of the entire war. The enemy deployed the greatest array of troops and modern weapons to date in a major effort to end the war with conventional forces and seized considerable territory in an effort to exercise control of key provinces throughout Vietnam.

During this critical period the Vietnamization program continued in the face of the North Vietnamese invasion and the successful counterattack by the armed forces of the Republic of Vietnam. Army aviation units played an impressive role throughout the period, flying reconnaissance, close support missions, and transporting troops. As U.S. combat troops were withdrawn from Vietnam, the role of helicopter units increased in importance and they responded to the challenge of continuing to support while preparing the RVNAF to assume their function. Similarly, advisors of all services contributed immeasurably to the defeat of the enemy invasion and the continued Vietnamization process. Army and Marine advisors fought side-by-side with their RVNAF counterparts to stop and defeat the enemy invasion, as the Vietnamese counteroffensive gained momentum and the reduction of field advisers continued. The advisory effort shifted to emphasize training and to assure that the VNAF attained self-sufficiency prior to the complete withdrawal of the U.S forces.

Recapture of Quang Tri City on 16 September 1972 marked the complete failure of the enemy to hold any of the targeted provincial capitols. Massive aid replaced materiel lost during the spring counteroffensive. Retraining and reconstruction of selected RVNAF units increased their capabilities. The completion of the massive logistical buildup of RVNAF was accomplished, which enabled the RVNAF to become more self-sufficient as direct U.S. participation diminished. The US ground role in Vietnam was totally replaced by the RVNAF. During December 1972 and January 1973 the RVIVAF flew more than 45% of air sorties within Vietnam. In November 1972, the RVNAF began a C-130 training program and by January 1973 realized a significant increase in their capability. RVNAF forward air controllers began directing USAF and RVNAF strike aircraft in January 1973. The US policy of Vietnamization continued.

US combat and combat support operations were conducted in support of RVNAF ground operations during the North Vietnamese invasion and the counteroffensive including intensive interdiction of enemy supply routes into Vietnam. Since US ground forces had been reduced to seven battalions, the US ground combat role was limited to defense of key installations. Further reduction in troop ceilings led to the redeployment of all US ground combat battalions, leaving an Army contingent of combat support and service support units.



In April of 1972 the last heavy rounds were fired by C Battery of the 2/94th with the Commanding General of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade on hand to observe.



On 9 April 1972 at 1400 hours C Battery, third gun section, of the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery fired the last American Heavy Artillery round in Vietnam from hill 34 in the Republic of South Vietnam. The last firing unit with a tactical mission was released from it.

 

Brigadier General McDonough the Commanding Officer of the 196th Brigade, LTC Kirk, CPT Scott, and SGT Puckett pulled the lanyard for the last round.



However there does seem to be some controversy in this as the S3 log has SP4 Layton pulling the lanyard.  This is handwritten in over the other scratched out names.



Actual account of a Headquarters’ enlisted member present at the ceremony. There was a big ceremony for the firing of the last heavy round. The general from the 196th was there, as was LTC Kirk. There was a photo taken of a group after the firing.



I remember it was the only time I saw a gun fired by lanyard ... they loaded, attached the lanyard, everyone took their positions, the command to Fire was given, the lanyard was pulled and the gun went "click" ... they re-cocked the action, commanded Fire again, and again "click" ... they changed the primer, tried a third time, and fired the round.



I do not think it was an NCO or an officer that fired it.  It was a cannoneer.



So it is assumed that SP4 Layton pulled the lanyard for the last shot in Vietnam, three times!



Note:   In writing to the 101st historian as well as the 196th Brigade historian to find out any information regarding the 2/94th they had no clue as even what the 2/94th was.  So apparently the 2/94th support did not make it into their history.



On 10 April 1972 at 2400 hours Battery B of the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery, Ceased to Fire.  JOB WELL DONE TO ALL MEMBERS OF B BATTERY.



On 10 April 1972 at 2400 hours C Battery began stand-down.



On 11 April 1972 at 0001 hours the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery Battalion continued toward stand down. Summary –Battalion Stand Down Date is the date that the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery Colors will be taken to Fort Lewis, Washington for re-deployment.



Sometime in April 1972 (date/time unknown at this time) Battery C of the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery, Ceased to Fire.  JOB WELL DONE TO ALL MEMBERS OF C BATTERY.  



On 11 April 1972 at 2400 hours The JOURNAL is CLOSED.



Signed by Major Deral S. Willis, S3



The official departing date for the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery from Vietnam is 21 April 1972. 



It is thought from the accounts below that SGT Roosevelt Walker escorted the Battalion Colors back to the United States.



Account from a C Battery FDC- I was in the FDC section of HQ Battery of 2/94 from 10/71 and went out of the gate on Hill 34 exactly as the last round was fired in 4/72.  During that time when the last round was fired, I remember that the Firing officer was CPT Mike Hagen; night shift was CPT Alan Walters.  NCO IC was a SGT Williams up through 12/71 or so, replaced by SGT Roosevelt Walker (who I heard escorted the 2/94th colors back to the world).  The FDC section at the end included myself John Purdy and Paul Diehl. 



When the NVA came down in spring of 1972 and overran the South Vietnamese Army some of the old 2/94th guns handed over to the 102nd ARVN Heavy Artillery were captured by the enemy.  It is thought that possibly one or two of the 175’s may have found their way to Hanoi as War Trophies for the NVA.



It is known that a 175mm SP was taken back to Hanoi for display.  This act by itself shows the respect and fear the enemy had of the most powerful artillery piece in the theater of war during the Vietnam Campaigns.



Notes from the author:



To all of us that were there it was a real war.  However it was not fought in the traditional terms of a war.  Win by body count? Keep the enemy from incursion?  Pacify the population?  They can shoot and you cannot shoot back?  They can go there and you cannot?  Scale models in the White House of battles being micro-managed by politicians not warriors?  Win every battle at all costs and lose the war, if it can be called a war?  A Defense Secretary that said bombing was not working yet we continued to bomb? Selected targets of course?  Not in a war that has ever been fought have there been so many restrictions?  A Defense Secretary that said we could not win!  Yet this generation went and was sent anyway as was our duty when called.  Yes, as it was with the generation before us and before them and so on.



The one good thing that came out of this war is that the politicians knew after the debacle of Vietnam the American public was not going to send their sons and daughters into some war of rules that could not be won.  Therefore you have the draft ending and the professional military taking shape.  It is a shame that even they now are put here and there in harms way through out the world with no rules of engagement and no way of saying mission completed we can now go home.  



My one regret about going is:  There are 3 Kissinger’s, 5 McNamara’s, 10 Nixon’s, and 521 Johnson’s on the Vietnam Memorial Wall and none of them are the right ones. 

 



Additional information regarding the 2/94th and their homes in Vietnam is below.



The most infamous example of the dearth of ARVN leadership was the surrender of the 56th ARVN Regiment by Lieutenant Colonel Phan Van Dinh, its commander, at Camp Carroll after a short fight on Easter Sunday, 1972.  



The old firebase Camp Carroll was the temporary home to many of the 2/94th as well as the 8/4th 175 guns during the six-year stay in Vietnam. The 2/94th and the 8/4th suffered casualties defending the old Artillery Plateau as well as the Marine defenders.  



Many Marine casualties were received during the 67- 68 NVA offensives against the DMZ firebases, including Camp Carroll. Due to the tenacity of the Marine Forces and the overlapping artillery fire support the old Third Marine Combat Base never fell into enemy hands. 



Many other examples of cowardice occurred during the Offensive, but none was so flagrant or damning as the surrender of Camp Carroll.



This artillery firebase was located on a flat-topped hill and had a commanding view of the valleys around. This firebase provided a long reach with its 2/94th and 8/4th 175 mm guns, giving support to Khe Sanh and beyond. There is little left here except the history, and a gaudy marker commemorating the desertion to the enemy of its South Vietnamese Commanding officer, Col. Ton That Dinh, to the NVA in 1972. He now owns a hotel in Hue. The area of Camp Carroll (named for a Marine Captain killed here early in the war) is now a collective farm that grows Jackfruit trees in the killing zones, stripped bare and pre-ploughed by war. These trees grow fast and high with a straight trunk and no foliage for the first 75% of its height. The trunks support climbing hot pepper plants, and the lower coffee bush occupies the spaces in between the rows of trees.



Here is the story of the fall of the Firebase that had been the home for the 2/94th Battalion as well as many Marine units from October of 1966 to December of 68.



‘Surrender at Camp Carroll’



The North Vietnamese made no secret of the fact that they intended to take Camp Carroll.  An entire artillery regiment, along with supporting infantry, had made the initial thrust from the west, easily overrunning Firebase Khe Gio and pressing ahead of the units assigned to capture Nui Ba Ho and Sarge.  Some of the earliest shots fired during the opening hours of the Easter Offensive on 30 March were aimed at Camp Carroll.



For the South Vietnamese, the bombardment instilled fear and chaos.  Disorganized masses of troops from the 56th ARVN Regiment rushed for the relative safety of Camp Carroll, making a mockery of the troop rotation begun around noon.  An hour later, about 1,800 soldiers poured into the base, and the rest of the regiment fled to parts unknown.  In the midst of chaos, Lieutenant Colonel Pham Van Dinh, the regimental commander, tried hard to contact his battalion commanders, but few answered over the radio.



Lieutenant Colonel Dinh had once been a hero in the South Vietnamese Army.  During the 1968 TET Offensive he earned the sobriquet “Young Lion” when he personally placed South Vietnam’s colors back atop the citadel in Hue after his unit helped wrest the ancient city back from the North Vietnamese.  But glowing praise and a hero’s reputation seemed to have corroded Dinh’s leadership abilities.  Once a trim fighter in an immaculate uniform, by 1972 he had become a pudgy man, more politician than soldier, putting his efforts into playing the intricate power games of the I Corps command system rather than attending to the war.  Military affairs were left to his executive officer, the xenophobic Lieutenant Colonel Vinh Phong, a man known for his dislike of American advisers.



Lieutenant Colonel William Camper was the senior American (there were only two) assigned to the 56th ARVN Regiment.  Camper was not thrilled at being stuck in a tough spot with a unit not known for its bravery and competence.  But Camper was probably the most experienced combat adviser on Advisory Team 155.  He had first served with the 2d ARVN Regiment in 1964 and 1965.  Back in Vietnam again in 1972 he was again assigned to his old unit, but the division senior adviser decided that the newly formed 56th ARVN Regiment was more in need of an adviser than the veteran 2d ARVN Regiment.  So Camper found himself with a green unit caught flatfooted in the middle of an artillery bombardment, sitting on the most crucial piece of real estate in western Quang Tri Province.



For two days he had sweated it out, enduring a constant bombardment, which damaged most of the radio equipment and all of the generators.  Camper had a backpack radio which allowed him to talk with his superiors at the Team 155 command bunker, but even that was undependable because artillery rounds shredded his outside antenna on a regular basis.  A low curtain of dense clouds kept most of the fighter planes or helicopter gun ships on the ground back in Danang.  Air support was limited to B-52’s, but there were not enough of the big bombers to go around.  To make matters worse, since there were no American advisers at the battalion level, Camper had no clear idea of the 56th ARVN Regiment’s overall condition.  Could the soldiers stand up to a concerted infantry assault?  Would they even try?



From a defensive point of view Camp Carroll was a formidable stronghold.  Situated in the low foothills hugging the eastern slopes of the Annamite Mountains, the firebase controlled the terrain for fifteen miles in all directions.  Behind a ring of heavy timbers, sandbags, and rolls of razor wire squatted a network of reinforced bunkers and one of the most awesome arrays of artillery in all of I Corps.  A battery of 175mm howitzers, one of the biggest field artillery pieces in the world, had been left by the last elements of the 101st Airborne Division when they departed in early March 1972.  In all, Camp Carroll boasted twenty-two artillery pieces, including 155mm and 105mm batteries, plus scores of heavy machine guns and small arms positions.  Camp Carroll was clearly the best hope for a strong stand on Quang Tri Province’s northwestern front so it came as no surprise when General Giai ordered the 56th ARVN Regiment to hold at all costs.



Camper was more concerned about the fate of his deputy adviser than about General Giai’s orders.  Major Joseph Brown, the only other American assigned to the regiment, had been with the supply column during the opening salvo on 30 March and he had not been seen since.  Late at night on 1 April Camper got good news:  Major Brown and part of the supply train had managed to evade North Vietnamese units and enter Camp Carroll from the east.  The tattered remnants of a battalion, which had been overrun at Khe Gio Firebase earlier in the day, also wandered in.  Khe Gio was one of the first defensive positions to fall in the gathering storm of North Vietnamese divisions to the west. Though there was little to celebrate, the two advisers settled down in their dank bunker lit only by a sputtering candle, opened a pair of warm Cokes, one of the few luxuries left in the camp, and pondered the future.



At dawn the next day, Easter Sunday, the pressure increased. Infantry probes from the north and west suddenly merged into three all-out

Assaults as the 24th NVA Regiment hurled itself at Camp Carroll.  But the enemy found that the base was not as easy to crack as the tiny firebases they had so easily trampled in the preceding two days and by noon the attacks had died down.

“Happy Easter,” said Major Brown dryly during a lull in the fighting.  Over cups of warm C-ration coffee the two officers toasted the holy day as three 130 mm artillery rounds crashed into the compound.  In between artillery rounds, the advisers decided to check the perimeter.  Camper and Brown shrugged into their flak jackets and stepped outside.  A light drizzle cloaked the base, shrouding the silent South Vietnamese artillery positions in a ghostly gray pall.  Nothing moved; whatever South Vietnamese soldiers were manning the perimeter had dug in as deep as they could, hoping to escape the artillery and the rain.  The advisers scurried from bunker to bunker, pausing to talk with the frightened soldiers and doing what they could to help out.



As they toured the perimeter a FAC came up on the radio saying he had two Air Force fighters overhead; did Camp Carroll need them?  Camper pondered the offer a moment.  The low clouds made tactical air support a rarity, but since the enemy had battered firebases to the southwest which were barely clinging to life.  Camper thumbed his radio receiver:  “Send them to someone who needs them more.”



“Roger,” replied the FAC, then the radio sputtered and went dead.  The silence after a conversation with a FAC was always a little depressing, thought Camper.  The disembodied voice on the radio seemed like a long lost friend calling at a time of dire need.  Without a doubt FAC’s were a vital lifeline between the vulnerable advisers on the ground and the awesome cudgel of American aerial firepower.



The advisers turned back to the South Vietnamese, many of whom were wounded, though none seriously.  Brown knelt down to dress a dirty shoulder wound on one man as Camper attended to some shrapnel in the leg of another.  Looking around, the two advisers noticed that there were no officers to be seen anywhere.  “Have you seen any ARVN officers lately?” questioned Lieutenant Colonel Camper.



“Not since the last attack began.  I wonder what they’re up to.  They haven’t asked us for any help, which is sort of strange,” replied Brown.



Turning to the wounded soldier Camper asked, “Where is your dai uy, your captain?”  The man only shrugged, and then grimaced in pain as Camper tightened the dressing.  He replied that he hadn’t seen any of the company officers in two or three hours, not since the last round of fighting began.



Back at their bunker a few hours later, Camper was still perplexed by the mysterious disappearance of the South Vietnamese officers.  Whatever the answer, it probably lay with Colonel Dinh over at the regimental command post.  With a habitual pause at the bunker entrance to listen for incoming rounds, they sprinted across the open ground to the command bunker.



Standing in the covered entrance of the big regimental bunker was Lieutenant Colonel Vinh Phoy, Dinh’s executive officer.  Camper and Brown saluted, but Phoy ignored them.  It was no secret that Camper and Phoy hated each other; in fact Phoy despised all Americans.  Camper characterized their relationship as being “like matches and gasoline.”



“We’re looking for Colonel Dinh.  Is he around?” asked Camper



Lieutenant Colonel Phoy did not answer for a second, letting his disdain for the foreigners show clearly.   When he finally spoke. His words were short and crisp: “The colonel is in a staff meeting.”



Camper and Brown glanced at each other.  Advisers were supposed to be present at staff meetings.  They moved for the door, but Phoy blocked the way.  “The colonel does not wish to be disturbed,” he said.



The Americans knew further argument was futile so they turned to go back to their bunker.  In an attempt to remain polite, Camper looked back over his shoulder as the left and told the arrogant executive officer, “I’ll check back later.”



At about noon the desultory bombardment ceased altogether leaving the South Vietnamese to wonder what was next.  At 2:00 PM Colonel Dinh emerged from the command bunker and strolled over to see Camper and Brown.  The advisors saw him coming and went out to greet him; Camper could see that Dinh looked grave so the news had to be bad.  Just how bad, he could never have guessed. 



The two Americans saluted smartly.  Dinh wasted no time getting what was on his mind out in the open.  “Everyone refuses to fight, “ he said softly, gazing down at his feet.  “I tried to bolster their spirit, but they want to surrender.



Camper was shocked.  Even in his wildest nightmares he never imagined anything like this. It was a disaster. He tried to reason with the demoralized commander, to tell him that together they could talk the officers into fighting, but Dinh just shook his head.  “No one will fight.  I shot one man to persuade the others to fight, but they will not.  I have been in touch with the National Liberation Front Forces and they have promised to treat my men well.  This is the only way to prevent more death.”  Almost as an afterthought Dinh said, “Do you want to surrender with us?”



“NO,” was all Lieutenant Colonel Camper could say.  This explained the sudden halt in the enemy artillery bombardment, thought camper.  He wanted to kill this coward standing before him.  Although Dinh insisted that he had tried to get his men to fight, Camper doubted it.  Hell, it was probably his idea to surrender, thought Camper.



Dinh offered the Americans another option.  “You and Major Brown can hide among our troops as they go outside the gate you can fall into the tall grass and crawl away.”  Dinh was trying to show his counterpart that he was not panicking, that the decision to surrender had been reached rationally.  After all, thought Dinh, General Giai had left him no choice but surrender.  He had ordered the decimated regiment to hold at all costs, even though there was no possibility of reinforcement.



Camper shook his head.  No, that was not acceptable.  He and Brown would find some way out of the camp on their own.  Then Colonel Dinh made an even more ridiculous offer.  “If it will save face, we can commit suicide together,” he offered.



Camper was repelled by the thought.  “Americans don’t do that,” he replied.  Quickly changing the subject, Camper pointed out there were still a few operational light tanks in the camp; two of them mounted with 40mm cannons, called Dusters, that could be used to spearhead a breakout.  Perhaps they could link up with the defenders at Mai Loc just to the south.  An element of South Vietnamese Marines and their American advisors were still there, at this time relatively untouched by the North Vietnamese.



Dinh shook his head.  “It will not work,” he muttered.



Camper was furious, but he could not show it now.  Rage contributed nothing to the situation; all that mattered was getting out of Camp Carroll.  He and Major Brown were on their own.  “Colonel, we wish you luck,” Camper said as he prepared to leave.  “Major Brown and I will take care of ourselves from this moment on.  We can no longer advise you, and you no longer have any responsibility to us.  You must do what you thing is best and we will do the same.”



Dinh nodded in understanding.   He had one request, however.  “Please do not tell General Giai that I am surrendering,” he implored.



What an infuriating group of people, thought Camper.  They were so fatalistic that they would rather surrender than fight, but they still regarded saving face as paramount.  He felt the anger welling up again, and had to consciously stop himself from bringing his rifle in line with the coward’s chest and pulling the trigger.  But even if the other South Vietnamese officers did not kill him for such a rash act, he would still have accomplished nothing, as Lieutenant Colonel Vinh would carry through with the surrender anyway. 



“I’m not concerned about General Giai.  All I care about is us.”  Camper gestured toward Major Brown as he spoke.  “I will call my senior officer and notify him of what is happening.”



Dinh nodded, then turned on his heel and walked back to the command bunker.  The other officers followed.  For a moment Camper and Brown watched them, with the gray mist an appropriately somber backdrop for the incredible events unfolding at Camp Carroll.  The Americans returned to their bunker to come up with a plan of their own.



As Brown destroyed classified documents and gathered up gear and ammunition for the escape, Camper radioed his superiors at the Team 155 headquarters in Ai Tu, the 3d ARVN Division forward headquarters northwest of Quang Tri City.  He was vague on the radio, not wanting to give anything away to the enemy who was certainly monitoring the airwaves.   The fact that Colonel Dinh had managed to quietly negotiate surrender with the North Vietnamese was strong evidence that there was plenty of American radio equipment in enemy hands.



“The American advisers at Camp Carroll are no longer needed with the 56th Regiment.  We are leaving the perimeter for Mai Loc at once,” he said cryptically, then waited for the reply.



The call came in to Ai Tu just after 3:00 PM.  The radioman at the division bunker asked for clarification.  “What’s the reason for your departure?” he asked.



“Can’t say over the radio,” was the reply.



Lieutenant Colonel Gerald Turley, the U.S. Marine officer suddenly left in command of the 3d ARVN Division forward advisory base at Ai Tu, heard the message and was furious.  There was enough to worry about without a couple of damned Army officers trying to bug out when the situation got hot.  He snatched the radio handset and barked his orders.



“Damn it, Colonel, stay at your post and do your job.”



Camper was a bit taken aback but it was an order from a superior.  “Roger. Out.”  He put down the radio and nodded knowingly to Brown.



Lieutenant Colonel Turley immediately realized he had violated the unwritten “adviser’s code” by ordering Camper to remain at his post.  Only the man on the ground could accurately judge the combat situation, and since there were so few Americans left in the chain of command, it was imperative that decisions be left to the adviser in the field.  Turley was under great pressure in his unwanted position as acting senior adviser and he had made the wrong call.



Despite the direct order, neither man intended to stay in Camp Carroll.  Major Brown continued to dump kerosene on everything that was to be left behind.  Gathering up their weapons and gear and putting them just outside the bunker, Camper then ignited several thermite grenades and threw them inside.  The white-hot explosion set off the kerosene and soon the bunker was burning brightly.



Two South Vietnamese radio operators asked to go along with the Americans.  Dinh had assigned them to Camper, and the men had formed a good relationship.  The more men the better reasoned Camper, especially if they would fight and he felt certain that these men would.



South Vietnamese officers were slowly moving from bunker to bunker, rousting out the frightened soldiers.  They moved toward the center of the perimeter and milled around waiting for orders.  What a tragedy, thought Camper.  Camp Carroll was not in bad shape and could probably hold its own against the present North Vietnamese onslaught.  Despite the mauling they had taken during the troop shuffle on 30 March, 1,800 soldiers inside the perimeter was a strong force.  Then there were the artillery batteries, which could easily batter the enemy, if only the South Vietnamese gunners would emerge from their holes and fire them.  They seemed willing enough to come out in order to surrender.



The Americans and their two South Vietnamese compatriots were saddled up and ready to go.  Each had shed all but the most essential equipment, keeping mostly ammunition and water.  At  3:20 PM Camper radioed Ai Tu once more.  His message was more specific this time, his voice more adamant.  There was nothing left to hide.  “We’re leaving Camp Carroll,” said Camper.  It was a statement, not a request.  “The Base commander wants to surrender.  The white flag is going up in ten minutes.”



Camper had a final word with the regimental operations officer, the only South Vietnamese in the camp who spoke good English.  With nothing left to lose, and still insulted at being deceived by Colonel Dinh, Camper spoke his mind freely.  “You don’t know what you are doing,” he explained.  “You are a coward and should come with us and we will fight our way out.”  The man simply bowed his head and said he had to follow orders.  They were the last words Camper spoke to any South Vietnamese officer from the disgraced regiment.



The four men walked down the low hill from their bunker toward the southeastern edge of the perimeter, moving through groups of soldiers stacking their weapons in piles as officers stood silently by.  Camper tried not to look.  Nothing was more repugnant to a professional military man than cowardice.  And at Camp Carroll it was especially demoralizing because there was no reason to surrender.  It reminded him of a movie he had seen as a youngster about the American surrender to the Japanese at Corrigedor in the early days of World War II.  Poor leadership was the only explanation for what was happening.  Camper tried to stop thinking about it as he and the other three began cutting a cap through the jagged coils of sharp razor wire.



Fire Support Base Mai Loc lay almost two miles due south of Camp Carroll, but it might as well have been `100 miles away.  Just outside the perimeter lay a network of mines, and beyond that, the enemy.  As the small group neared the outer ring of concertina wire the North Vietnamese spotted them.  The enemy had refrained from firing on Camp Carroll as the surrender was proceeding, but escape was not to be permitted.  Some of the North Vietnamese – Camper estimated about a company – moved to cut off the retreat.  As they closed, Major Brown and the two South Vietnamese radiomen opened fire:  Camper reached for the radio and called Ai Tu.



“We’re pinned down just outside the perimeter,” yelled Camper over the staccato bursts of his teammates’ rifles.  Major “Jimmy” Davis, the Team 155 operations officer answered the call.  By the time, everybody at Ai Tu was aware of the touch-and-go situation up at Camp Carroll and safety of the American advisers was paramount.



Fortune smiled on the besieged quartet huddled like insects caught by a rising storm they could not possibly hope to stand against.  A combination of lucky timing by a re-supply helicopter and quick thinking on the part of the radio operators at Ai Tu intervened against fate and snatched the advisers from certain death.



“There’s a Chinook lifting ammunition to the Marines at Mai Loc in the air.  I’ll try to get him,” said Captain Amery, one of the Team 155 operations watch team manning the radios.



The CH-47 cargo helicopter was approaching Mai Loc with a badly needed load of 105mm howitzer rounds for the desperate defenders, and it was pure chance the radiomen were able to find the correct frequency.



“We’ve got two Americans at Camp Carroll who need your help.  The ARVN are surrendering and the bad guys are closing in.”



“Roger,” replied the pilot as he dropped into Mai Loc and released the ammunition pallets slung in a net beneath the helicopter’s belly.  However, instead of landing and disgorging the rest of its cargo, the Chinook climbed back into the sky, heeled over, and turned north toward Camp Carroll.  The Marine advisers on the ground called frantically asking why the chopper was not landing, but the pilot had already switched frequencies and did not hear the call.



Lieutenant Colonel Camper had no idea what was happening.  To him, Coachman 005 was just another desperate straw to grasp at.  As instructed by the radioman in Ai Tu, he switched his radio frequency and called the big helicopter. 



Coachman 005 came on the air immediately, “I read you loud and clear.  We’re inbound to your position.  Give me instructions.”



Camper had to think quickly.  With the North Vietnamese closing in around them, the Chinook could not land outside the wire.  They had to go back the way they had come.  “Look for the wind sock next to the helipad inside the perimeter,” he radioed.  “Land there.  We’re outside the wire, but will pull back through the wire. 



Camper motioned to the other three men, all of whom were still firing coolly and deliberately at the North Vietnamese.  “Pull back.  There’s a chopper coming in to get us.”



Without a pause the men stood and ran for the ragged perimeter wire.  The North Vietnamese stopped firing at the fleeing men, thinking that they had driven them back into the pen with the others.  The deep thump of the CH-47’s twin rotors sounded over the treetops, but Camper could not see the helicopter.



The North Vietnamese saw it first.  Sharp bursts of small arms fire tore skyward at the racing chopper, but the pilot was oblivious to it.



“Watch out.  That’s the enemy firing at you,” radioed Camper.  “Must be the same company that pinned us down.”



As the Chinook came into view both Camper and the North Vietnamese got a surprise.  Racing low behind the Chinook was a pair of Cobra gun ships.  It was their job to protect the big CH-47 against just this sort of threat.  They slashed down on the surprised North Vietnamese, peppering them with rockets and scattering them like ants.  The Cobras continued to circle, snarling back and forth as the cargo helicopter swooped in low.



The door gunner in the Chinook saw the wind sock first.  Leaning out of the chopper’s side door over the M60 machine gun he kept his eyes on the landing pad while calling out directions to the pilot.  Then he reached for the D-grips of his machine gun and hammered away at the running shapes of North Vietnamese soldiers below.



The South Vietnamese inside Camp Carroll had watched the entire episode.  Not one lifted a hand to help, not even to fire a rifle in support of the beleaguered advisers.  Now, when they saw the helicopter coming in, they sprang to life.  Dozens of soldiers raced for the hovering helicopter, and as the wheels touched down they were swarming all over it.



Major Brown and the two South Vietnamese radiomen were the first onboard.  As Camper turned to climb in he was almost thrown aside by the rush of South Vietnamese soldiers.  He stood defiantly on the ramp and allowed only those soldiers still carrying weapons on to the helicopter.  The rest were cowards who did not deserve a ride out of the base.  They had decided to surrender; let them live with the decision, Camper reasoned.



One unarmed soldier tried to slip past.  Camper grabbed him by the shirt and angrily flung him from the helicopter.  Two more skulked up the ramp, hoping they might slip by, but in frenzy Camper roughly pushed them back.



“Colonel, for God’s sake, let’s get out of here,” yelled Brown from inside the Chinook’s cavernous belly.  The North Vietnamese had recovered from their initial surprise and were shooting at the helicopter from just outside the wire.  The pilot revved the turbines in anticipation of a fast getaway and the Ch-47 bounced and jigged from side to side as the rotors pulled it slightly off the ground.  With Camper finally aboard, the helicopter roared into the sky and veered hard to the southeast, clinging to the treetops toward Quang Tri City.  In all, about thirty South Vietnamese soldiers rode out of Camp Carroll with the American advisers.  All of them still had their rifles.



Lieutenant Colonel Camper looked down at the base as it shrunk from view.  All was quiet down there as the remnants of the 56th ARVN Regiment prepared to surrender.  The helicopter pilot reported over the radio that he saw while flags going up all over the place.  What a tragedy, thought Camper.  What a disgrace.



Yet not all the South Vietnamese inside Camp Carroll chose surrender.  One Marine artillery battery, placed inside the firebase to augment support to the Marine units on the western perimeter, radioed Mai Loc saying they would not give up.  As the victorious North Vietnamese marched through the front gates to accept the 56th ARVN Regiment’s surrender, Bravo Battery lowered its guns and fired point blank.  They fought to the last man.



Nor did all the infantry units go along with Colonel Pham Van Dinh’s decision to give up.  An entire battalion of 300 men rallied behind its commander and broke free of the perimeter.  Over the next few days the unit exfiltrated east to Dong Ha “intact and under control.”  Although they were tired and shell-shocked, most of the soldiers still had their weapons.  In fact, by mid-April almost 1,000 soldiers from the ill-fated 56th ARVN Regiment had filtered through enemy lines to Dong Ha, Quang Tri, and Ai Tu.  They were sent south to Danang for refitting and retraining before being sent back into combat in Quang Nam Province during the summer.



The ordeal of the American advisers was not yet over.  Ground fire hit a hydraulic line running the Chinook’s rear rotors and engine pressure began to fall.  Instead of flying to Quang Tri City, the helicopter was forced to land at the first level spot the pilot could find, in this case right in the middle of Route 1 near the coast.  Unfortunately, the enemy was already there and the chopper settled down in the midst of an enemy 122mm rocket barrage.



Camper and Brown dashed to the side of the road and flung themselves face first into a ditch.  Bullets whined overhead punctuated by the occasional whoosh-bang of incoming rockets.  Crawling cautiously along the side of the road, the Americans soon ran into a jeep carrying two advisers from a tank unit-forging north to reinforce the 3d ARVN Division.  Since Camper was the senior officer, they all agreed to set up a defensive perimeter and wait out the North Vietnamese attack.  In the meantime, Camper radioed FRAC asking for a B-52 strike on Camp Carroll.  He did not care if the surrendering regiment was still there, he wanted the base destroyed before the enemy took over the base artillery and turned it against the South Vietnamese still fighting.  As it turned out, the enemy made no attempt to use the big guns captured at Camp Carroll.  The North Vietnamese knew they would be bombed into oblivion if they remained in the base, so it was quickly abandoned, though not before a few of the artillery pieces were towed out.  One 175mm gun was later placed on display in Hanoi as a symbol of the North Vietnamese Army’s battle prowess.



When the short firefight died down, Camper called for another helicopter to take them to Ai Tu.  The armor advisers continued their drive north while Camper and Brown flew up to the division headquarters in Quang Tri City.  Colonel Metcalf, the senior adviser to the 3d ARVN Division and Camper’s boss, asked what had happened.  Although Camp Carroll was a crucial piece in northern I Corp’s crumbling puzzle, there were other pressing problems keeping Colonel Metcalf busy.  He wanted to know the whole story.



General Giai was also in the command bunker.  When Camper recited the story about Dinh’s cowardly surrender, Giai was furious.  But his anger was directed at Camper, not Dinh.  The “Young Lion of Hue’ could not possibly have surrendered his regiment; in Giai’s mind it was Camper who was the coward.  He believed that the American advisers had run, leaving the South Vietnamese to their fate.  But the advisers at Ai Tu knew what had happened and they had radioed Quang Tri City.  It soon became obvious that Camp Carroll had surrendered when all communication with the 56th ARVN Regiment suddenly went off the air at about 3:30 PM.



Not until the next day, 3 April, did the ignominious fate of the 56th ARVN Regiment become clear to the doubting South Vietnamese general.  In a communist radio broadcast picked up by American monitors, Colonel Pham Van Dinh helped the North Vietnamese exploit their victory.  During the broadcast he was fully cooperative with his new masters, telling his former brothers in arms, “I think that your continued sacrifice at this time means nothing….Find out how to get in touch with the NLF (National Liberation Forces, the Viet Cong) in order for you to return to the people.  Your action will effectively assist in ending the war quickly and also save your life.”  Dinh also confessed that “My personal feeling is that the NLF is going to win the war.  The NLF is ready all the time to welcome you back.  The NLF is expecting you to return very soon.”  An orderly retreat was also out of the question he maintained, because “Most of the troops of my unit in all ranks refused to fight anymore.”



 Major Ton That Man, an infantry battalion commander at Camp Carroll, also cooperated with his captors.  In another radio broadcast he recalled that the base “shook and wavered at the very first shelling by PLAF (People’s Liberation Armed Forces)….In such a situation, how could we continue to fight? Our regiment’s commander then summoned a briefing…a meeting of particular significance for it decided on the fate of 600 officers and men in this base.  Within only five minutes, all agreed to offer no more resistance and decided to go over to the Liberation forces’ side.”



Colonel Metcalf ordered the tired advisers back to FRAC headquarters in Danang for a change of clothes and reassignment.  Later in the day General Giai called Camper and asked him to return to Quang Tri to talk.  The general sounded more understanding this time.  He had heard the radio broadcast and had spoken with some of the soldiers who had come out on the Chinook with Camper, so he knew the real story.  Giai apologized for his curt comments of the day before.  Colonel Metcalf then reassigned Camper as senior adviser to the 2d ARVN Regiment, his old unit.  Major Brown was again his deputy.



To Lieutenant Colonel William Camper the surrender of Camp Carroll was a betrayal of the personal honor between soldiers.  His counterpart had not consulted him.  Colonel Dinh, and from a tactical viewpoint, there was no need to give up.  They should have fought on.  The I Corps leadership was also aghast at Camp Carroll’s surrender.  Brigadier General Thomas Bowen, the I Corps deputy senior adviser, later recalled that “until Camp Carroll was lost we didn’t get too excited.”  Suddenly, the regiment was gone and the South Vietnamese command did not understand why.  “General Lam was outraged.  A whole regiment – gone just like that.  He wanted to execute everybody who had anything to do with it.”



With Camp Carroll in enemy hands the Ring of Steel was fatally punctured.  The big 175mm guns had provided a security blanket for the network of other bases facing the Laotian border.  As of nightfall on 2 April, however, only Mai Loc still stood.  But not for long.  The loss of Camp Carroll robbed Mai Loc of artillery support and made it vulnerable to ground attack.  The North Vietnamese, smelling blood, quickly coiled to strike.



News of Camp Carroll’s surrender came as a shock to the Marine advisers at Mai Loc, and they knew they were next.  Without any friendly bases to the north and west, Mai Loc was in danger of being encircled by North Vietnamese forces.  By 4:00 PM, what had been a sporadic enemy bombardment turned into a continuous and crushing pounding, which the Marines correctly identified as the prelude to an all-out infantry assault.  The South Vietnamese Marines bravely fired back, though their howitzers were no match for the communist 130mm guns.  An hour later the Marines fired their last round.  Silent in the face of the continuing enemy shelling, Mai Loc was evacuated on the evening of 2 April.

 







The official departing date for the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery from Vietnam is 21 April 1972.



















































During its 6 year service in South Vietnam the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery, 108th Artillery Group was under Operational Control of the Third Marine Amphibious Group, the XXIV Corps, the 101st Airborne, and the 196th Light Infantry Brigade, 1st Marine Division.





�                                   �                                 �



101st Airborne              196th Light Infantry Brigade          3rd Marine Division









�                          �                    

 XXIV CORPS                       108th Artillery Group            1st Marine Division













The 2/94th served in both 1st Field Forces and 2nd Field Forces.



�                                          �

     1st                                                        2nd 

 









The 2/94th participated in 14 Campaigns.

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT

Vietnam�Counteroffensive, Phase II�Counteroffensive, Phase III�Tet Counteroffensive�Counteroffensive, Phase IV�Counteroffensive, Phase V�Counteroffensive, Phase VI�Tet 69/Counteroffensive�Summer-Fall 1969�Winter-Spring 1970�Sanctuary Counteroffensive�Counteroffensive, Phase VII�Consolidation I�Consolidation II�Cease-Fire











The 2/94th was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation from the Department of the Navy.



                                                   �







The 2/94th was awarded a Meritorious Unit Citation from the Department of the Army.



                                                     �









As part of the 108th Artillery Group the 2/94th was awarded the Vietnamese Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry w/Palm.

              �                       �                      �





Joseph Stalin during WW2 after he witnessed what artillery could accomplish; Fire day or night, fire in bad weather, fire at a minutes notice, stated: 





�





 

“Artillery is surely the God of War”





The 175’s of the 2nd Battalion 94th Artillery

 And her companion Battalion 

The 8th Battalion 4th Artillery were surely

 

‘The Long Arm of that God in I Corps’



Republic of South Vietnam

18 October 1966 

To 

21 April 1972









My personal thanks and appreciation go to the following Army and Marine personnel:



Army:  Ed Moore, Bob Mahmood, Mike Stoffers, Gary Rafferty, Bob Donnan, Will Meyers, Daniel Gillotti, Tommy Dorris, John Kelly, Fred James, Charles Adams, Bernie Joyce, Bob Matlock, Peter Marchand, James Elliott, James O’hara, Chris Cunningham, Robert Talley, Charles Stephenson, John Purdy, Dean Shanklin, Doug Meredith, Mark Swearengen, Dave Rahbain, Patrick Lacher, Larry Stromberg



Marine:  Dennis Mannion, Larry Mccartney, Earl Clark, Earle Breeding, Dave Byran, Tom Walker, Dennis Thun, Ron Durham, Charles Barnes, Al Moring, William Ryan, Jim Gutierrez, Charles Frugoni, Marion Sturkey





(Note:  Since the 2/94th Vietnam history does not seem to be documented anywhere, a few of us have tried to put together some history based on personal accounts, articles, and any other sources we could bring in to play.  Any additions, deletions, or corrections by all are greatly appreciated.  We have only waited 34 years to document it and once in a while we are all struck by an attack of memory.  So every one please participate.)



To see members of the 2/94th and some of their Vietnam photographs and personal stories see:

http://www.willpete.com/2nd_battalion_94th_artillery.htm



To see members of the 8/4th and some of their Vietnam photographs and personal stories see: 

http://www.willpete.com/8th_battalion_4th_artillery.htm

http://www.egroups.com/group/8-4-arty



Sign in and wish them all a big WELCOME HOME and JOB WELL DONE!



Agent Orange note:  It is totally despicable the treatment of the Vietnam Veterans by the U.S. Government and particularly the Veterans Administration.  And the military is complicit in this also.  They did their share of cover up I am sure at the direction of the government.  Shame on the Congressmen and Senators that stood by and let this travesty go on and is still going on while doing nothing.  



The fact the Veteran’s Administration stalled, tried to cover up, and plausibly deny the pain and suffering the Veteran’s, the Veteran’s family, and the Veteran’s children suffered with this poisoning.



The fact that the Veteran’s had to have a law suit to even get the wonderful government to listen is despicable in its’ self.  The fact when they did agree there was a problem the veteran’s wonderful lawyers got half of the settlement.



Yet the wonderful government gives out billions of dollars each year to people who do not want to work much less fight for their country.  Then we hear these people are not even required to pick up a broom and help keep the country clean because it is below their dignity. 



So I guess killing or being killed or being wounded for the rest of your life or having your children born malformed or sickly is OK. Dying a slow agonizing death from some sort of cancer is OK as far as dignity goes.  At least that is according to the US Government and the politicians.



Now the Veterans Administration is not even helping the GI fill out all the paper work involved with any claim.  Or to help in running the legal gauntlets the government has allowed to be put in the pathway.



So why is there a Veterans Administration?  If they are not going to help the GI’s then terminate them and close down the Administration and let them find some real work for a change. 















2/94th PAST HISTORY



The 2/94th has an honorable past as being part of the 4th Armored Division during WW2 as the 94th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.  The 94th was part of General Patton’s 3rd Army and was mostly in the lead elements of the 4th Armored Division.  The 94th was part of the lead elements that broke the siege of Bastogne and relieved the valiant 101st  Airborne soldiers that held the town.



�



Breakthrough Division  

 



CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT

World War II�Normandy �Northern France�Rhineland�Ardennes-Alsace�Central Europe

DECORATIONS

Presidential Unit Citation (Army), Streamer embroidered ARDENNES

French Croix de Guerre with Palm, World War II, Streamer embroidered NORMANDY

French Croix de Guerre with Palm, World War II, Streamer embroidered MOSELLE RIVER

French Croix de Guerre, World War II, Fourragere



You can check out the 94th past military service at:   



http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/5233/4adunit.html



Diary of a GI, 94th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 4th Armored Division



http://www.geocities.com/afa94th/



History of the 94th Armored Field Artillery by Sean Rafferty.
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